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Wander through Oak Creek’s many parks to find plenty of wildlife  
enjoying their natural habitats.     Photo by Barb Sommers  

CORRECTIONS 
In the Winter 2020/2021 issue of the Current, we neglected to:  
• Give credit for the football photos on pg. 8 to the photographer,  

Cameron Schneider.  
• Give credit to Lisa Wytrykus Kleppek of the Oak Creek Police  

Department for the “Personal Safety” article on pg. 21. 



The Oak Creek Current is the official magazine of the City of Oak 
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The Current is published four times per year by the City of Oak Creek 
and the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District, with additional  
financial support from the MATC-Oak Creek campus. The magazine 
also receives funding from local advertisers.  
This publication is guided by a professional advisory committee  
comprised of representatives from the City, the School District, and 
residents and business owners. Please email all inquiries/suggestions to  
info@oakcreekmagazine.com.  
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Appreciating the Little Things, 
And Those Who Matter Most 
 Dear Oak Creek Residents,  
In these first days of 2021 I find myself 
thinking about all that has happened in 
2020, and looking forward to the days 
ahead. I like new year’s resolutions – I think 
they’re hopeful and hold all the promise of a 
plan to somehow uncover a better way in 
each of our own lives. I look out my window and I see snow; as one of 
the lucky Wisconsin residents who loves the cold weather, winter 
means sledding with my sons and daughter, snowmen and ice fishing. 
In this new year, I resolve to embrace those small moments ever- 
present, that beg to be noticed, that we find in our hearts when we 
spend time with those who matter most in our lives. I hope that in this 
new year, you can join me in hoping for the best in 2021, and appreciating 
those little things that truly make a life well-lived.   
     The City of Oak Creek has a lot to offer during these colder 
months, and I hope you find inspiration for some family fun here in the 
pages of the Current. Here in the schools, we are reopening for face-
to-face instruction at all our facilities, and I know that I speak for all 
our staff in saying that we couldn’t be more excited to welcome our 
students back into our buildings! I am encouraged to see the energy 
you normally feel in the fall, filling our halls here in the middle of winter. 
Your Oak Creek-Franklin public schools serve more than 6,000  
students. We know that the futures of the children in our community 
depend on all of us – parents, School District staff, School Board 
members, neighbors, business leaders, community partners and many 
others. Our community cares deeply about our children and understands 
the power of an excellent public education.  
      Our teachers, administrators and support staff have worked diligently 
and admirably, despite the uncertainty of this year, and for this, I know 
we are all thankful. And in turn, from all of us who work in the service 
of our schools, we are so proud of our students and thankful to our 
families for working so incredibly hard and demonstrating so much  
resilience and flexibility – despite all the challenges of the 2020/2021 
school year.   
     I hope you learn a lot more about our great City here in the pages 
of the Current. I know that I always enjoy reading about the exciting 
things happening around town, and am proud to contribute through 
our School District in keeping Oak Creek a destination community.   
      I wish all of you a healthy and celebratory 2021!    
In gratitude, 
Daniel D. Unertl, J.D. 
Superintendent, Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District

From Daniel D. Unertl, Superintendent- 
Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District

each of our own lives. I look out my window and I see snow; as one of
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2031 E. Rawson Ave. • Oak Creek 
(414) 764-5000 • drtoddsmiles.com

Proud To Be Chosen a 2020  
TOP DENTIST by Milwaukee Magazine 

Your neighborhood orthodontist since 1993.Your neighborhood orthodontist since 1993.

Looking Forward To 
Smiling Together –  

Virtually or In Person!



UR INDUSTRIAL PAST 
Like other Great Lakes cities, from the 
turn of the 1900s until about 10-15  

years ago, the Oak Creek lakefront was  
an active, heavy-industrial area. At one time, 

the area housed a distillery, a glue factory, a  
metals/alloy company and a chemical facility, among others. While  
pivotal for the region’s growth, the impact of these industries  
was not particularly kind to the environment and the land they  
occupied. As the businesses ceased operations and “fenced off” 
their properties, City leaders began to dream of a renewed  
lakefront that the public could access and enjoy. Before any  
of those dreams could become a reality, however, the former  
companies and current property owners had to do their part  
in removing or capping the contamination within the soils on  
their properties. 

NEAR-PAST (2008-2020): ENVIRONMENTAL WORK 
AND VISION FOR DEVELOPMENT 
The past industrial legacy firmly established most land on Oak Creek’s 
lakefront as a “brownfield,” defined as “a former or current industrial  
or commercial site where future use is affected by real or perceived  
environmental contamination.” Just over a decade ago, one traveling 
through Oak Creek would be oblivious to the beautiful Lake Michigan 
shoreline that serves as the City’s eastern border. In fact, there are 
nearly two miles of shoreline, an amenity that makes us the envy  
of any other community that doesn’t touch the mighty Michigan.  
This area was not always an amenity, and there is still a lot of work to do. 
 

     In 2008, the City partnered with past and present companies  
and property owners, the Environmental Protection Agency and  
Department of Natural Resources, to determine what needed to be 
done to safely re-use the property, and who should pay for the work. 
These were very challenging negotiations as there was a lot of public 
and private investment required. Some former companies were 
good partners wanting to do the right thing, and others were less  
interested in a partnership. 
     Not to oversimplify the story, because there were many City 
staff, mayors and Council members performing years of research 
and negotiation, but the result of the initial environmental work was 
our beautiful Lake Vista Park. However, the park and open spaces 
are only part of several overall goals for the lakefront. Redevelopment 
of certain portions of the property was also a critical component of 
the City’s master plan. The main objective of the environmental 
work had one overarching goal: to ensure the land was safe for future 
use and habitability. 
     In total, the City of Oak Creek itself now owns about 60 acres  
of land around Lake Vista Park, adjacent to 5th Avenue, that is not 
part of the Lake Vista Park property. Another private owner owns 
nearly 21 acres at the corner of 5th Avenue and Lake Vista Parkway. 
The City refers to this area as the “south bluff,” and it has received 
the most attention and investment over the past five-plus years,  
especially with the park and roadway improvements. Working with 
regulatory agencies such as the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources and the Federal Environmental Protection Agency, the 
environmental work to ensure the site’s safety was granted! The 
lands comprising the “south bluff” were ready for the next chapter, 
the redevelopment phase. 
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CITY OF OAK CREEK: THE PROMISING FUTURE OF THE OAK CREEK LAKEFRONT

After 18 months of visioning and planning,  
the City unveiled plans for a unique new 

development, Lakeshore Commons, along  
Lake Michigan in Oak Creek. 

THE PROMISING FUTURE OF  
THE OAK CREEK LAKEFRONT 
By Andrew J. Vickers, City Administrator 
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THE PROMISING PRESENT: NEIGHBORHOODS, 
PARKS, OPEN SPACES AND PUBLIC ACCESS 
In spring 2018, City officials began discussing a potential development 
partnership with local developer F Street Group and RINKA, a  
Milwaukee-based architectural firm. Both parties were energized 
by the development potential and understood the Oak Creek  
lakefront was a precious piece of land. They embraced the idea  
that any private development would need to be aspirational and 
unique, and not a run-of-the-mill development that could be  
found in “Any Suburb, USA.” 
     After 18 months of visioning and land-use planning, the City  
and F Street unveiled plans last fall for Lakeshore Commons. The 
neo-traditional neighborhood concept calls for approximately 650 
total dwelling units, ranging from apartments and townhomes to  
single-family and two-family living arrangements. About half of  
the living units will be “for-sale,” owner-occupied products. This  
very progressive neighborhood will feature additional public parks 
and recreational amenities and bring more attainable new construction 
from a price standpoint. Perhaps most importantly, Lakeshore 
Commons represents the goal of a one-of-a-kind destination  
neighborhood.  
     Immediate plans include the construction of infrastructure such 
as roads, water, sewer and other utilities sometime in 2021. The City 
established a tax increment district (TID) to provide funding for  
infrastructure, additional environmental work, and financial incentives 
to make Lakeshore Commons a reality. The TID will use tax revenue 
generated from the development to pay for costs associated with 
the project. The City is not planning or expecting to use any general 
property tax levy dollars for these investments. To learn more about 
the Lakeshore Commons project, please visit oclakeshore.com. 

THE NOT-SO-DISTANT FUTURE:  
CONTINUED INVESTMENT TO THE NORTH 
Lake Vista Park and the future Lakeshore Commons neighborhood 
represent only the current phase of our lakefront journey. The City 
of Oak Creek and developer WISPARK own the “north bluff” 

properties, that are  
immediately south of  
the MMSD South Shore 
Reclamation Facility and 
adjacent to 5th Avenue. 
This land held the former  
Peter Cooper Glue  
Factory. The City and its 
partners are just beginning 
the process to “cap” the 
soil to make it safe, just  
like what occurred on  
the south bluff.  
     The City has already begun to clear its north bluff land so that it  
can start receiving clean soil in spring 2021 to “cap” the environmental 
conditions on the property. WISPARK will be doing the same thing 
with its land, about 40 acres, in the near future. The long-term  
outcome will yield additional public park amenities along the 
lakeshore as well as other developable property. 
     The future goal for the lakefront is to have a continuous “ribbon” 
park along the lake that connects the north and south bluff areas 
and possibly Bender Park. This mission will be challenging, though,  
as private property owners own land between these areas. Nonetheless, 
that is the vision the City is working toward. 
     Without a doubt, the community should have lofty goals for the 
lakefront – City staff, Mayor Dan and the Common Council share 
that commitment. There will be a great mix of private development 
and additional public parks and open spaces. Private development 
will be aspirational, one-of-a-kind, and transformative to our City 
and region. Achieving those goals will take investment through the  
established TID, but Oak Creek only has one lakefront. We will 
strive to make it the unique destination and public amenity it  
deserves to be for many generations to come!

Before work could begin on renewing the City’s 
lakefront, much clean-up needed to be done, 

including the demolition of the former  
Wabash Alloys’ facility.
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he year 2020 was a difficult one across the 
globe. While everyone is still locked in the 
ongoing battle against COVID-19, you’ll 

find life a bit easier at your local library.  
A strong safety net requires safe physical  

distancing, and that means face-to-face interactions 
are declining on the whole. But our creative team of librarians have 
been able to modify regular services and provide patrons with  
continued access to literature and entertainment in as many ways  
as possible.      
     Those who frequent Oak Creek Public Library (OCPL) have  
embraced the institution’s many required operational changes  
this past year. Facing a full building shutdown around the time  
of Wisconsin’s initial Safer at Home order prompted staff to host  
programs online, launch a new curbside pick-up service, and offer  
remote reference assistance. As the order lifted, many of those  
popular programs continued on in virtual format. Others went the 
‘take out’ route, with pre-bagged kits full of crafts and children’s  
DIY projects available for quick pick up. 
     Many of our patrons still want to minimize their time away from 

home. To this end, curbside pick up remains a popular service. It is as 
convenient as it is quick. Even better, no appointments are necessary! 
We’ll notify you when holds are available, and then you can simply 
stop by during normal hours of operation, pull into a designated 
parking spot, and call/text the number on the sign at the curb. Staff 
members will deliver your items right to your car. This simple,  
contactless service makes the exchange safe for everyone involved. 
For those requiring personal assistance placing holds or registering 
for ‘take out’ programs, our librarians are a quick phone call away. 
     Nowadays, you can request a lot more than just books and movies. 
Puzzles and crafts for all age groups are at the ready. Need a document 
but don’t have a printer at home or work? Send us a mobile print  
request and pick up your papers without hassle!  
Not sure what to read next? We also offer customized reading  
recommendations. Let us assemble a specially designed book bundle 
just for you! Send us some of your favorite topics or read-a-likes 
through the Library materials request form, and before you know it 
there will be a stack of new materials awaiting pick up. Book  
bundles are also an excellent tool for teachers struggling to find a  
series of books on a particular subject. Or, if you are simply in need 

he year 2020 was a difficult one across the
globe. While everyone is still locked in the
ongoing battle against COVID-19, you’ll

find life a bit easier at your local library. 
A strong safety net requires safe physical 

distancing, and that means face-to-face interactions
are declining on the whole. But our creative team of librarians have

T

CITY OF OAK CREEK: ALTERNATING BETWEEN PHYSICAL AND VIRTUAL INTERACTION AT THE LIBRARY

DIGITAL DELIGHTS 
Alternating Between Physical and Virtual Interaction at the Library 

By Rachel Rose, Librarian

“As we step into the new year, know that OCPL will 
continue to offer creative solutions and entertaining 
materials for both physical and virtual interaction.”
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of some fresh ideas, rest assured that our librarians have plenty of 
top picks. To get started, fill out the Library materials request form 
available online at oakcreeklibrary.org/curbside. This form also lets you 
request unique items like board games, video games and magazines. 
    Some of these collections are fairly new to OCPL. With members 
of the community spending more time at home, games are a great 
source of entertainment. The library’s gaming room, where patrons 
can kick back and spend leisure time with family and friends, has 
been temporarily shuttered due to COVID-19 restrictions. The 
good news, though? Anyone with a Wii, Xbox One, or Switch  
console can check out video game discs and cartridges from the  
Library. If your family is more into classic tabletops like “Scattergories” 
or “Candy Land,” OCPL’s collection of board games is your ticket 
to hours of fun. See a full list of games currently available by visiting 
the Library website at oakcreeklibrary.org. 
      While exploring the many services offered by Oak Creek Public  
Library, make sure that you also take advantage of our other recent 
collections, including Playaways and Wonderbooks. These audio-
books are designed specifically for children with easy-to-use features. 
They make the reading and listening experience even more fun, and 
are filled with all the stories your kids love.  
     As we step into the new year, know that OCPL will continue to 
offer creative solutions and entertaining materials for both physical 
and virtual interaction. From popular programs to improved  
collections, let’s stay connected!

wimmercommunities.com  
 2016 AOMA Property Excellence Award <100 units

YOU’LL FEEL RIGHT AT HOME... 
CALL TODAY!

• Free laundry facilities 
• Free underground parking 
• Pet friendly (under 30 lbs.) 
• Free transportation shopping

400 E. Centennial Dr. • Oak Creek • 414.762.7762

Award-Winning Senior Living

• Salon, chapel, store 
• 24/7 maintenance 
• Non-smoking 
• 55+ / Income limits may apply
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im Cech, a lifelong resident of Oak Creek, 
recently published his third book, “Oak 
Creek, Wisconsin Through Time.” Cech is 

passionate about his hometown and preserving 
a record of its history for future generations.  

     After narrowly losing a bid in 2000 to become 
the City’s seventh mayor, Cech looked for ways to become involved 
in city government and other local organizations. He served on the 
City’s Traffic and Safety Committee and became active in the Oak 
Creek Historical Society, which inspired his first book. “Oak Creek, 
Fifty Years of Progress” was published in 2005, just in time for the 
City’s 50th anniversary as a city. 
     “Oak Creek, Wisconsin Through Time” takes another look at our 
City, comparing past to present in both words and photographs. 
Cech expertly weaves together the Oak Creek of yesterday, with its 
agricultural and industrial beginnings, to the diverse and vibrant City 
we’re familiar with today. Even those unfamiliar with our City’s past 
will enjoy comparing the Oak Creek of yesteryear with familiar  
landmarks of today. 
     Cech was inspired to write this book even before he had finished 
his first. Local genealogist and archivist Carolyn Haack helped him 
compile historical information and arranged interviews, unlocking a 
wealth of historical knowledge about Oak Creek. Together, they 
imagined a book that examined the nuances of the City’s growth  
over time. Unfortunately, Haack passed away in 2005 without 
seeing the fruits of their labor. 
     “The time was right to finish a vision that Carolyn and I discussed 
before she died,” says Cech. “We wanted to tell stories and share  

pictures of the beginning settlements of Oak Creek, and show the 
progression from a vastly rural municipality to a bustling suburb  
of Milwaukee.” 
     Cech worked as a broadcaster for several Milwaukee and Chicago 
radio stations during the 1990s and chronicled experiences in that 
arena in his second book, “Backstage Pass.” Cech is now employed at 
the headquarters of Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance, a position 
he’s held since 2004. He is married to Amy, and they have twin 
daughters, Cassy and Tia. 
      “Oak Creek, Wisconsin Through Time” can be purchased through  
Arcadia Publishing, or your favorite bookseller. 

im Cech, a lifelong resident of Oak Creek,
recently published his third book, “Oak
Creek, Wisconsin Through Time.” Cech is

passionate about his hometown and preserving
a record of its history for future generations. 

     After narrowly losing a bid in 2000 to become
the City’s seventh mayor, Cech looked for ways to become involved

J

CITY OF OAK CREEK: OC AUTHOR  PUBLISHES THIRD BOOK

OAK CREEK AUTHOR  
PUBLISHES THIRD BOOK

 Jim Cech with wife Amy and his 
twin daughters Cassy and Tia.

Oak Creek resident and 
author Jim Cech
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• APEX MOTORWERKS 
   8041 S. 13th St. 
   (414) 301-9905 
   apexmke.com  
• DREAM NAILS STUDIO 
   7236 S. 27th St., Suite 4 
   (414) 841-4997 
   facebook.com/ 
   DreamNailsStudioMilwaukee/  
• FRESHWATER EXOTICS 
   930 E. Rawson Ave.  
   (By appointment only) 
   freshwaterexotics.com  
• LAKE VIEW DETAILS 
   9555 S. Chicago Rd. 
   (414) 326-6449 
   lakeview-details.business.site  
• MARY’S AFFORDABLE CUTS 
   145 W. Ryan Rd. • (414) 215-7445  
• SMOKE CREEK 
   10166 S. 27th St. • 414) 246-2094 
   facebook.com/SmokeCreekBBQ 
 
BUSINESS EXPANSION 
• ANGELIC ROOTS  

WELLNESS CENTER   
8612 S. Market Place 
(414) 304-5184 • Angelicroots.com 
This is an expansion of an existing  
business. 

 

Welcome  
to these  New  
Oak Creek  
Businesses 

 
SHOP LOCAL,  

STOP IN,  
SAY HELLO, 

AND WELCOME  
THEM TO OUR CITY!

Oak Creek Lions Club Milwaukee Brewers 
Opening Day Tailgate 

Oak Creek Community Center • 8580 S. Howell Ave. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 1 
Tentative date based on spring training • Watch for details to follow   

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. • Game at 1:10 p.m.
PRE-SALE TICKETS AVAILABLE – 

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY! 
$15  per person includes 

Food/beer/soda plus 
watch the game on big screen TVs 

Cash bar available  

50/50 Raffle, Meat Raffles  
and Other Great Prizes 

LARGE PRIZE RAFFLE TICKET 
SOLD SEPARATELY  

Register online @oakcreeklions.org 
or at the Community Center. 

Visit the Oak Creek Lions on Facebook.

Proceeds benefit Oak Creek Lions  
Community Foundation Charities

ALL ARE  
WELCOME!

 VS.

Proceeds benefit Oak Creek Lions 
Community Foundation Charities

COVID GUIDELINES 
ENFORCED!
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Helping Aging Parents  
Make Tough Decisions 
About Moving   
by Ross Worzalla

f you have aging parents living on their 
own, you may be asking yourself all sorts 
or questions regarding their health and 

safety – questions like, “Are they safe at 
home alone?” or, “Are they just existing?” 

or, “Can they take their medications safely?“ 
     You may even question if they’re getting proper nutrition and 
hydration, or if they are at risk of falling. Perhaps they are listless, 
eating poorly and spending endless hours watching TV.  Or,  
they seem troubled and having more and more memory issues 
leading to anxiety, confusion and even anger. Or they may have 
accumulated so much “stuff” that it poses a trip hazard.  
     All of these are common concerns adult children and 
grandchildren have as their loved ones age. At some point, the house 
our parents love begins to turn on them. And when families first 
experience these significant life-changing moments, it can be both 
confusing and frustrating. So, the larger question arises –”When  
and how should I get involved.” Finding a suitable, safe place where 
parents can thrive and enjoy a carefree lifestyle should be the goal.  
Fortunately you’re not alone. There are steps you can take and 
resources you can rely on for help. 
     Your first step is to form an alliance with other family members, 
if possible. Working together will make the process much easier 
when talking with your mom and/or dad. But be prepared for push 
back, because the vast majority of our parents do not want to move.   
     Your second step is to involve your parents in the decision- 
making process for any move. Whatever you have in mind for them – 
be it to independent or assisted living – it’s vital they have a say 
whenever possible. And when discussing any move, never use the 
“P” word (as in “putting” them somewhere) because you don’t give 
them the idea you’re dumping them some place. And do not use the 
“F” word (as in facility). If you tell your parents you’d like to show 
them a facility, the first thing that comes to mind is a nursing home. 
Remember, they probably grew up at a time when old people left 
the house to either go to a nursing home or to a funeral home. 
Happily the old “one-size-fits-all” nursing home destination has since 
evolved into a great variety of living options for seniors based on need 
and preference. 

     The third step, then, is to find the best senior housing option for 
your parents. Just how do you know what’s best? The short answer 
is, it’s the one that best fits their needs.   
     If mom and dad do not need help with activities of daily living 
(ADLs), then independent living (IL) can be the appropriate choice 
to escape the rigors of house and yard management. But if they 
require assistance with such ADLs as meal preparation, bathing, 
cleaning, grooming, incontinence and medication management, 
assisted living is probably the right call.  One positive way to refer  
to assisted living (AL) is to say it’s like independent living with help. 
Indeed, the biggest difference between IL and AL is that there is 
24/7 care available on-site in assisted living.  It includes three meals  
a day, unique care plans for each resident based on individual needs, 
housekeeping, activities and programs, and an emergency response 
system. 
     When substantial memory loss is an issue, they probably need a 
more specialized care community. Either your intuition or, more 
appropriately, a diagnosis from a doctor will tell you this. Your 
parent's physician will likely be monitoring the cognitive status as well. 
     Wherever you are in your journey to find the best living option for 
your parents, it’s important to be proactive. The most common 
excuse seniors give for not moving is, “We’re not ready.” This often 
means, “I don’t want to leave my house of 50 years because I’ve got 
too much stuff and too many memories.” As daunting as downsizing 
seems, it happens. And as for the memories, they are meant to be 
taken with you, because they can never be relived as remembered.  
     Change typically causes uneasiness and fear in everyone, and 
leaving your home of many years is a big change. Even though 
moving into a senior living community may seem scary, once the 
move occurs the most common response heard from seniors is,  
“I wish we would’ve done this sooner.” So discussing the enjoyment 
of new experiences with your parent is as important as telling them 
you want to know they are safe and happy. 
     Although age is only a number, the bigger it gets the quicker 
things can change. Sadly, far too many seniors would rather have a 
crisis event determine the move for them instead of actively 
pursuing a safer and more fulfilling lifestyle. By then the options 
usually are fewer, and time frames are rushed in hasty decisions to 

f you have aging parents living on their
own, you may be asking yourself all sorts
or 

safety – 
home alone?” or, “Are they just existing?”

or, “Can they take their medications safely?“
     You may even question if they’re getting proper nutrition and
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Are you interested in helping  
during public health emergencies? Consider joining the Wisconsin 
Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry (WEAVR). The Health 
Department may need volunteers to assist at large-scale COVID-19 
vaccine clinics or with future emergency response activities.   
     The Wisconsin Emergency Assistance Volunteer Registry 
(WEAVR), is a secure, password-protected, web-based volunteer 
registration system for health care and behavioral health professionals. 
Volunteers interested in filling critical response and recovery roles 
following a major public health emergency self-register and are the 
only ones that can update their information. 
     Based on the information collected from each volunteer, public 
health officials identify those professionals willing to fill the specific 
volunteer roles needed in an emergency. Public health officials  
use the WEAVR registry to generate a list of volunteers to be  
contacted. Those contacted will be given information on where to 
report and the role that is needed, as well as the option to accept  
or decline the opportunity. Training will be provided at the  
reporting site. 
    If you would like to volunteer or learn more about WEAVR, 
please visit weavrwi.org. 

find whatever senior community is available. Statistics show that 
older adults who transition into senior communities sooner live 
longer, healthier lives. 
     So take the time to have open dialogue with mom and dad, and 
ask for their thoughts and understand their feelings. The process 
may be easier than you think, and it may bring relief for both your 
parent and the family after you’ve accomplished it together.   
Love your parents and treat them with care 
For you may only know their value when you 
See their empty chair. 
- Author Unknown  
 
Ross Worzalla is the sales and marketing director at Meadowmere Senior Living 
Community in Oak Creek. For more information, please call (414) 766-2121,  
or email rworzalla@5SSL.com.

Volunteers Needed  
To Assist with  
Public Health 
Emergencies



Sign Up for DIY Crafts at OCPL 
The Oak Creek Public Library offers craft kits 
designed for adults and teens. This season, 
learn how to make mug candles, design a mini 
Zen garden, mix your own bath soak, create 
magnets out of salt dough, and more. These 
DIY crafts for adults and teens are limited and 
require registration before pick up. Visit 
oakcreeklibrary.org/events to sign up today!  
     Interested in monthly Take & Make  
Crafts for younger patrons? Fill out the  
Non-Library Materials Request Form at 
oakcreeklibrary.org/curbside  to choose from  
a range of DIY projects geared toward children 
between ages 1-12. 
     Adult supervision while using OCPL take-out 
program kits is required. Kits may contain 
choking hazards, skin irritants, or products that 
can be harmful if swallowed or misused. By  
requesting an OCPL take-out program kit, 
you are agreeing that an adult will supervise 
the use of its contents and that you will not 
hold the Oak Creek Public Library or its staff 
liable for any injuries or damages that result 
from the contents of the kit. 

Seeking Oak Creek Military  
Personnel for Banner Program 
The City of Oak Creek will recognize the  
sacrifice and bravery of local men and women 
currently serving in the U.S. Armed Forces 
through their Military Banner Program.  
These banners, to be installed around the  
public square in the spring, honor the military  
personnel that call Oak Creek their hometown 
by featuring the official military photo of the 
service person and their name, rank and 
branch.  
     Banners will be on display until the fall when 
they will be taken down and presented to the 
honorees or their families at Oak Creek’s  
annual Veterans Day Remembrance ceremony.        
     Last year’s featured local military heroes were: 
• Private Katlyn Brellenthin, U.S. Army 
• Senior Airman Hannah Corbett,  

U.S. Air Force 

• Specialist Jacob Corbett, U.S. Army 
• Petty Officer Jesse Kovnesky, U.S. Navy 
• Petty Officer Davis Repinski, U.S. Navy 
• Lance Corporal Brandon Rome,  
  U.S. Marine Corps 
• Staff Sergeant Anthony Schulz, U.S. Army 
• Petty Officer James Schumacher,  
  U.S. Navy 
• Captain Crystal Staszak, U.S. Air Force 
• Staff Sergeant Christian Tillett, U.S.  
  Air Force 

     If you or a family member would like to be 
considered for this year’s banner program, 
please visit oakcreekwi.org/militarybanner to 
download an application, or contact City Clerk 
Catherine Roeske at (414) 766-7023 for 
more information. The deadline for consideration 
is April 15, 2021. 

Seeking Nominations for Oak Creek  
Citizen of the Year 
Nominations are now being accepted for  
the Oak Creek Citizen of the Year program. 
This program began in 1960 with the mission 
of encouraging citizen participation and  
volunteering in support of local organizations, 
groups, persons and the general community. 
The person, persons, or group nominated for 
the Oak Creek Citizen of the Year award may 
have been active in one or more of the following 
categories – civic, social, welfare, education,  
or city advancement. Volunteer efforts of the 
nominee will also be considered for the award. 
     On an annual basis, the Oak Creek Citizen 
of the Year committee recognizes those  
individuals who have made significant contributions 
to the social, civic, educational and welfare  
advancement of the City of Oak Creek. It  
also awards a Citizen of the Year Community  
Service Award to two or more graduating Oak 
Creek High School students who have at least 
500 hours of community service. 
     Nomination forms are available at the Oak 
Creek Community Center, the Oak Creek 
Civic Center, from past citizen of the year 

award recipients, or by emailing  
OakCreekCoY@gmail.com. Completed  
nomination forms must be received by  
May 31, 2021. 

OCPD Welcomes New K9  
The Oak Creek Police Department recently 
welcomed a new four-legged member to its 
ranks. K9 Revi is a year-and-a-half old Dutch 
Shepherd, born in Hungary. He is a dual- 
purpose patrol dog trained to detect the odor 
of illegal narcotics and track people,  
apprehending them, if necessary.  
     Revi and his handler, Officer Nicole Raffini, 
just returned after successfully completing a 
6-week course at Southern Police Canine, 
Inc., located in North Carolina. During that 
time, they worked to become proficient in 
their skills as a K9 team.  
     Officer Raffini describes Revi as a very 
happy, goofy and affectionate dog until it’s 
time to work – then, he’s all business! They are 
currently assigned to third shift patrol and are  
excited to be on the road. 
     K9 Revi joins K9s Stanley and Nox on the 
OCPD. With their handlers, these dogs are 
used hundreds of times a year searching  
vehicles on traffic stops, helping look for lost 
children, and searching buildings that have 
been broken into, among other duties. When 
they are not fighting crime, the K9s also  
perform demonstrations for schools, organizations 
and special events like the City’s annual  
National Night Out celebration. 

CITY OF OAK CREEK HIGHLIGHTS
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EASTER DRIVE-THRU EVENT PLANNED FOR MARCH 27  
The Oak Creek Celebration Commission will be hosting an Easter Drive-Thru for 
children age 12 and under on Saturday, March 27, at Lake Vista Park Pavilion from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. (or when bags run out). Adults are invited to bring their children,  
in their cars only, to receive an Easter goodie bag. No walk-ups will be allowed – 
everyone must stay in their cars. The first 2,000 children present will receive a bag. 
Masks for all passengers in the car will be mandatory. More details will be available via 
Facebook in March. Please note that the date, location and format of this event have 
changed since it appeared in the Winter/Spring Acorn.  

Last fall, Oak Creek 6th District Alderman Chris Guzikowski  
received some life-altering news; he was diagnosed with Huntington’s 
disease, a rare genetic neurological disorder that causes a progressive 
breakdown of nerve cells in the brain. While most people are  
unfamiliar with the disease, that was only discovered and named  
in the early 1990s, the Guzikowski family is all-too-familiar with  
Huntington’s. Chris’s eldest sister passed away from the disease  
10 years ago. 

      Despite his diagnosis, Chris’s  
optimism and commitment to his 
hometown remain intact. With the 
support of his family, friends and  
colleagues, he plans to continue serving 
his constituents as Alderman and will 
run for re-election when his term is  
up in 2022, health permitting.  
     “I am still able to realize my 
strengths and contributions to our 

City,” he said during the December 15 Common Council meeting, 
where he publicly announced his diagnosis. “Know that I will be 
transparent in my ability to serve.” 
     Understanding that many people have never heard of Huntington’s, 
Chris and his family are already planning a 5K Run/Walk to create 
awareness and raise money toward research for this rare and  
debilitating disease. Guzi’s Hunt for the Cure 5K Run/Walk for 
Huntington’s Disease will take place on Sunday, May 23, at  
Lake Vista Park.   

     Registration 
information for 
the 5K, which 
will also have a 
virtual option 
for those who  
cannot make it 
in person but 
still want to 
participate, can 
be found at guzis.5k.run. Proceeds from the 5K will go to the Huntington’s 
Disease Society of America, a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
improving the lives of everyone affected by Huntington’s disease. 
Money raised will go toward research and providing community  
services for families battling the disease. 
     We encourage all of our residents to support the Guzikowski  
family, who are actively involved in the community and are familiar 
faces at most events. Chris’ history of volunteerism and selflessness 
earned him the honor of being named the Oak Creek Citizen of the 
Year in 2018. 
     Whether it is City business, spending time with his family, or 
bringing awareness to the battle he is currently facing, Chris is  
determined. “We have a lot to accomplish,” he told fellow Common 
Council members, “Let’s continue with the work at hand. And  
remember that every day is a gift.” 
     Please visit the Huntington’s Disease Society of America website, 
hsda.org to learn more about the disease.  

“Guzi’s Hunt for the Cure”   
5K Run/Walk for Huntington’s Disease 

guzis.5k.run. Proceeds from the 5K will go to the Huntington’s
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City,” he said during the December 15 Common Council meeting,

Chris Guzikowski
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t’s well known that pet lovers treasure their 
pets and typically treat them like family 
members. So they are mindful that proper 

nutrition is one way to keep their pets 
healthy. That’s why Stella & Chewy’s Pet 

Food, made right here in Oak Creek, is so  
appealing. This locally owned, nationwide company takes great pride 
in its quality product line and its commitment to making the highest 
quality natural pet food. Its emphasis is always on nutrition,  
palatability, safety and convenience. 
     Stella & Chewy’s fascinating story began in 2003 in a small,  
New York City apartment occupied by Marie Moody. At the time, 
Moody was a young woman transitioning out of her fashion industry 
job and she had rescued a beloved pup, Chewy, who had severe 
health problems. At the recommendation of a veterinarian, Moody put 
Chewy on a raw meat/vegetable diet, and within a short amount of 
time, Chewy made a complete recovery.   
     This inspired Moody so she decided to research the benefits of 
less-processed food for animals. Relying on her entrepreneurial 
spirit, and recognizing an under-served market within the large and 
growing pet food industry, Moody began to focus on manufacturing 
and sales of her raw natural pet food line. She created a family of 
distinctive pet food products and named the company after her own 
two pets (Stella and Chewy, both adopted from animal rescue shelters). 
     For the first few years, Stella & Chewy’s pet food was sold primarily 
in Manhattan, N.Y. But as orders steadily increased, Moody  
outgrew her apartment kitchen production space. So in 2007 she  
relocated her family to Muskego, Wis. to open a 13,000-sq.-ft. 
manufacturing facility. (She was a Wisconsin girl who had attended 
the University of Wisconsin.) 

     Moody continued to dedicate herself to creating exceptional 
products made only with wholesome ingredients. Sales reached  
new heights, and in 2014, Stella & Chewy’s broke ground for a new 
manufacturing facility in Oak Creek. The company relocated to its 
new home in the spring of 2015.   
NUTRITION PHILOSOPHY 
     You may ask, “What makes Stella & Chewy’s pet food so special?” 
For starters, they use the world’s finest ingredients from suppliers 
they know and trust. From responsibly sourced animal proteins, to 
100% organic fruits and vegetables, Stella & Chewy’s is passionate 
about providing the absolute best for pets. Their nutrition philosophy 
includes: 
• PREMIUM INGREDIENTS  From animal proteins to organic 
fruits and vegetables, the world’s finest ingredients are always used, 
sourced from trusted suppliers.   
• RESPONSIBLY SOURCED  The animal proteins used in  
Stella & Chewy’s recipes are always grass-fed, cage-free, wild-
caught, farm-raised, and responsibly sourced from trusted partners. 
• COMPLETE AND BALANCED  Fortified with vitamins and 
 minerals to ensure your pets gets the nutrition they need, Stella & 
Chewy’s diets are completely balanced to help dogs and cats thrive. 
• NONE OF THE BAD STUFF  There are no artificial preservatives, 
colors or flavors in any of Stella & Chewy’s recipes – and meats 
never contain added hormones or antibiotics.   
     Today, as chairman of the board, Moody still leads Stella & 
Chewy’s, one of the fastest growing, privately held companies in  
the nation. The majority of their pet food products are made in Oak 
Creek, using the talents of more than 550 employees, with 450 of 
those being production staff (regular and temps). 

t’s well known that pet lovers treasure their
pets and typically treat them like family
members. So they are mindful that proper

nutrition is one way to keep their pets
healthy. That’s why Stella & Chewy’s Pet

Food, made right here in Oak Creek, is so 
appealing. This locally owned, nationwide company takes great pride

I
Business Spotlight: Stella & Chewy’s 
Helping Our Dogs and Cats Thrive with Quality Nutrition
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Construction is taking place 
to add another 140,000 ft. 
of production space to the 
Stella & Chewy’s facility.  
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     “Stella & Chewy’s has expanded both sales and product offerings 
over the past few years, and we expect the growth to continue,”  
says Marc Hill, CEO of Stella & Chewy’s. “In order to meet projected 
product demand, the company is expanding its current production 
footprint in Oak Creek by approximately 140,000 square feet of 
additional space (see photos on opposite page). We welcome and 
appreciate the support of the Oak Creek community, and are looking 
forward to bringing additional employment opportunities to the area,” 
Hill adds.   
     Stella & Chewy’s offers a complete line of food for both dogs and 
cats. All of their frozen and freeze-dried products go through HPP 
(high-pressure processing) to naturally destroy harmful bacteria 
while assuring the food’s nutritional value is not affected. Dogs  
and cats, especially those with compromised immune systems,  
can benefit from a raw diet that doesn’t carry the risk of bacterial  
contamination. The pet food line includes a variety of choices  
dependent on pet size, life stage, specific needs (e.g., picky eater,  
allergies), protein type (e.g., beef, chicken, venison, fish, pork).  
And there are a multitude of products, from kibble and biscuits to  
patties, grains, stews and weenies – even hemp dog treats for joint 
pain. Stella & Chewy’s products are sold at a variety of quality pet 
supply stores, including Oak Creek’s very own Bentley’s Pet Stuff at 
Drexel Town Square and Blain’s Farm & Fleet on Rawson Ave. in 
Oak Creek.  
      The company is also converting to recyclable packaging  
in support of a healthier planet. Its new packaging is identified  
with either a recyclable #4 or #2. Packaging with the How2Recycle 
label can also be dropped off at select retail stores in the neighborhood.  
     “We are a diverse, hard-working group that LOVES its pets!” 
says Molly Mulcahy, VP of brand marketing for Stella & Chewy’s. 
“When you arrive at our office, you will often be greeted by a handful 
of our office pups. We work hard, and our dogs will tell you we play 

hard, too!” 
she adds. 
“And we’re 
proud to be 
recognized as 
one of the 
2020 Top 
Workplaces in 
Milwaukee by the Journal Sentinel.”  
      Giving back to the community is an important part of Stella & 
Chewy’s mission, especially focusing on senior pets. The business  
is committed to helping overlooked older pets find their forever 
homes through its Journey Home Fund, and focusing on adult  
and senior pet adoptions. Stella & Chewy’s supports shelters across 
the nation, and has donated more than 1.5 million meals to animals 
in need, while  also helping to cover adoption fees. 
     Stella & Chewy’s is proud of its quality product line and its  
commitment to healthy dogs and cats. Oak Creek is proud to  
call this innovative company a great part of the City’s business  
community. Why not try out Stella & Chewy’s pet food on your 
own cherished pet, and see the difference?   
Stella & Chewy’s 
111 W. Oakview Pkwy. • 414-747-9710 
stellaandchewys.com 

Employee pets are excited 
about participating in “Take 
Your Dog to Work Day.” 

Stella & Chewy’s only uses 
the finest ingredients from 

trusted suppliers. 
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Due to the pandemic, 
MATC Pathway advisors 

have shifted their work to 
reach students virtually. 

eyond providing career-ready education and a 
more affordable path to a four-year degree,  
Milwaukee Area Technical College offers a 
 full suite of student services to ensure 
 academic success. 

     During COVID-19 and the resulting  
economic crisis, students have been forced to  

integrate education with their personal lives like never 
before. MATC gives students options to pursue their education while 
making every tool accessible to them for attaining their goals. 
 
Advising and Counseling Services 
As soon as a student enrolls at MATC, a team of advisors and career 
counselors stands ready to set them up for success. Pathway advisors 
are one of their first contacts – and will be present throughout the  
students’ educational journey. MATC Pathway advisors specialize in  
degree-specific knowledge. These advisors help the student plan their 
courses for each semester until graduation. 
     But there’s more. Students are also served by a Pathway retention 
coach who helps them connect to an abundance of “nonacademic”  
resources, both on campus and in the community, including support  
for access to food, housing and transportation. Simply put, retention 
coaches help keep their students on track. 
 
 

     The college also provides career counseling to students so that they are 
prepared for employment opportunities while attending college and after 
graduation. Career coaches help students set goals for future employ-
ment opportunities, research and identify jobs associated with their  
educational path, and connect students with industry professionals. 
Coaches also help undecided students find the right path.  
     “Every student is important to us. Our teams really care about  
the students and make sure they have everything they need,” says  
Oak Creek Campus Executive Director Mark Felsheim, Ph.D.  
 
Tutoring Services 
For students who benefit from additional instruction outside the  
classroom, look no further than MATC’s free tutoring services. MATC 
tutors are experts in the subject they instruct and versatile in meeting 
students’ needs. 
     All in-person tutoring services are structured to follow current  
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines;  
however, students can take advantage of MATC’s tutoring services  
by phone or virtually. Virtual sessions, called online drop-in tutoring, 
allow students the flexibility to reach tutors from the comfort of their 
own homes. Schedules for available tutors are posted online and are  
continuously updated so that students never miss the opportunity to  
supplement their learning. 
 
 

MATC’s Robust Suite of Student Services  
Makes Path To Success More Attainable  

eyond providing career-ready education and a
more affordable path to a four-year degree, 
Milwaukee Area Technical College offers a
 full suite of student services to ensure
 academic success.

     During COVID-19 and the resulting 
economic crisis, students have been forced to 

integrate education with their personal lives like never

B
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MATC OAK CREEK CAMPUS 
6665 S. Howell Ave.  
414.571.4500 • matc.edu 
Dr. Mark Felsheim,  
Campus Executive Director

Child Care Services
MATC offers quality, reliable care to the children of students as well as the  
community. Child care services are offered at MATC’s four campuses and  
accommodate children 6 weeks to 12 years old, from early morning to late afternoon. 
     Each on-campus Children’s Center is licensed by the Wisconsin Department  
of Children and Families to ensure the care is high quality and age appropriate. 
     Additionally, MATC students benefit from discounted child care services rates, 
which means quality child care that fits the students’ budgets. 

MATC’s Promise Program
The MATC Promise is Wisconsin’s first free-tuition program for eligible students. 
Offered to new high school graduates and adults who started, but did not finish,  
college, the MATC Promise is unlocking access to college for students who never 
thought it was possible. 
     Since MATC launched the Promise program, the college has served more  
than 1,900 eligible students. Learn more at matc.edu/promise. 

Visit matc.eduDr. Mark Felsheim

One of the MATC professionals supporting students is 
Oak Creek High School graduate Will Johnson, who also 
has a master of science degree from Concordia University.
Johnson has been employed at MATC four years as a  
recruiter, and has helped hundreds of students during 
that time.  
     His favorite part of the role is “helping students with
entry points and access to college.” Prior to MATC,  
Johnson worked as a recruiter for University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. Fellow Oak Creek High School alumni may  
remember him from classes, band, basketball or track.
Reach the MATC recruiting team at (414) 297-6228.

Oak Creek High School Alumnus 
Connects Students to MATC

Oak Creek High
School alumnus
Will Johnson

MATC: ROBUST SUITE OF STUDENT SERVICES MAKES PATH TO SUCCESS MORE ATTAINABLE
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Valid thru 6/1/21

SERVICE & AMENITIES  
• Fully equipped kitchen in 

every suite
• Free hot breakfast
• In A Pinch Market
• Indoor Pool
• Fitness Room
• Meeting Room
• Free Wireless Internet 

• Airport Shuttle

location & convenience 
AT DRExEL TOWN SqUARE

TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT® 
MILWAUKEE OAK CREEK 

7980 South Market Street • Oak Creek, WI 53154 
414.764.7980 • Marriott.com/mkeok
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MODERN SUITES 
PERFECT FOR  

BUSINESS AND  
LEISURE TRAVEL 

Valid thru 6/1/21

TAKE $100 OFF YOUR 
NEXT TREE SERVICE 

with this coupon only  
Ask about our  

Senior Discount!

Call us today for your FREE ESTIMATE!Call us today for your FREE ESTIMATE!
INSURED AND BONDED 

sunshinecleaningcompany.com 
414.215.7347

A LEADER IN  
THE INDUSTRY 

• Residential 
• Commercial 

• Industrial • Medical 
• Infection Control Specialists

YOUR EXPERT FOR DISINFECTING SERVICES 
Ideal for businesses that have had COVID-19 exposure (or 

other harmful pathogens), want to implement precautionary 
measures, or are required to disinfect before reopening. 

Sunshine’s infection control services can tackle any 
difficult and hazardous cleaning problem. 
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OAK CREEK-FRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT: STUDENTS USE REAL-WORK SKILLS TO FURTHER CAREER DEVELOPMENT

ot many people can say they have experience 
building a home from the ground up.  
Students at OCHS involved in the Knight 

Construction program, however, can 
proudly add this experience to their resumes, 

as they are building a 2,000-sq.-ft. house on 
Shepard Avenue in Oak Creek.  
     Prior to the start of the project, students completed safety training 
and met building code requirements. While following COVID-19 
protocols and health regulations, students have been reporting to 
the job site since September. Students worked with footing/foundation, 
floor and wall framing, roof construction, siding, soffit and fascia, 
rough mechanicals (like plumbing, HVAC and electrical), drywall, 
insulation, and exterior and interior trim (like shelving, cabinets, 
doors and casings). 
     Despite all of the challenges, progress is being made. With the 
temperature dip, students are thankful that the exterior structure  
of the home is complete. Next steps include insulation and drywall. 
Then the students will start the finishing steps inside the house that 
include painting, flooring, cabinets and finish trim. 
     If you talk with someone in the trades or have ever chatted with  
a company owner, they would tell you that employability skills are 
equal to, or even more important than, the physicality of a career. 
Our OCHS students Robert Brown, Brady Erdman, Joseph Ervin, 
Jacob Fischer, Zachary Heiden, Tyler Holz, Caden Oeth, Luciano 
Prohaska, and Ayden Woda are strengthening their communication, 

interpersonal, leadership, problem-solving and listening skills. Teamwork, 
time management and work ethic are equally assessed by student 
project managers Trevor Hastings, Anthony Martorana, Evan Ortiz, 
Adem Tairi and Peyton Viljevac.  
     Students in this program earn state-recognized certifications in 
MC3 (apprenticeship prep curriculum), and OSHA-10 and First 
Aid/CPR training, which leads to endless career opportunities and 
pathways. In fact, Nexus, our hired contracting company handling all 
of the referendum projects, opened up a summer student internship 
position. One of our Knight Construction students was hired for this 
position and did extremely well.  
     This is the sixth year for the Knight Construction program and it 
continues to be successful because of support from local businesses, 
the community and the School District. Local businesses and craftsmen 
donate their time to work with students on every part of the home 
construction. Others donate materials and power tools that especially 
come in handy as class sizes increased.  
     The course and experience would not be possible without the  
efforts of industry professionals and teachers. Matt Lonergan, 
OCHS technology education teacher, began this program back in 
2015. His connections have led union representatives and contractors 
from a variety of trades to demonstrate various aspects of the home 
construction process. The construction of this year’s house will be 
completed by the end of May. You can see construction in progress 
at the house located at 9975 S. Shepard Ave.

ot many people can say they have experience
building a home from the ground up. 
Students at OCHS involved in the Knight

Construction program, however, can
proudly add this experience to their resumes,

as they are building a 2,000-sq.-ft. house on
Shepard Avenue in Oak Creek.  

N
Students Use Real-World Skills 
To Further Career Development 
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s Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District 
continues to make school as safe and  
comfortable as possible for students, staff 

and families – and everyone looks forward  
to a post-COVID-19 normal – the work to  

improve and update our learning environments  
will also be wrapping up this year. 
     Construction work on the 2018 referendum projects for the  
School District continues, although the remaining scope of projects 
is winding down, and is projected to be completed by Fall 2021.  
It is very exciting to be welcoming students back into our updated  
learning spaces – expanded health rooms, gymnasium additions, a 
new Performing Arts Center, automotive lab and other additional  
interior remodeled spaces – many of which will help facilitate safer, 
in-person education during the pandemic. 
      As year-three project work progresses (and while plenty of 
progress has been made), there are still several improvement projects 
that are either underway or will be getting started once school ends 
in June. A list of highlights includes: 
• At Carollton Elementary School, the gymnasium and new office
addition was completed over winter break – finishing ahead of 
schedule – allowing for students to utilize that space upon their 
return. The final interior work will be completed this summer and 
includes converting the old office space to learning space.

• The Cedar Hills Elementary School addition is also well underway.
This addition includes a new office space and gymnasium and is
scheduled to be ready during the Fall 2021 school year. Once this
school year ends, interior work and parking improvements will 
begin and continue through the Summer.
• At the High School, the Performing Arts Education Center is 
taking shape. Exterior work is nearing completion and interior work
is getting set to start, with completion set for Fall 2021. The auto
shop was completed this past August and is ready for student use.
Phase two of the interior work is set to take place this summer, with
updates focused on improving technical education classrooms and
spaces, family and consumer science spaces, hallways, and restrooms.
Students will return to many exciting updates at the beginning of
the new school year in September 2021.
     As we approach the 2021-22 school year, OCFSD looks forward 
to achieving its goals to address both student needs and infrastructure 
deficiencies throughout the District. With the community's continued 
support, the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District is able to  
deliver academic excellence to students and embrace the District's 
mission to engage, challenge and inspire every student every day. 
       Visit ocfsd.org/referendum to view the design and construction 
schedule for Districtwide projects included in the three-year plan. 
See another photo in the Out and About section on pg. 33. 

s Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District
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OAK CREEK-FRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT: NEARING COMPLETION ON SCHOOL DISTRICT RENOVATION PROJECTS

Nearing Completion on School District Renovation 
Projects Approved in 2018 Referendum

Left: A new gymnasium is being added at Cedar Hills
Elementary School, scheduled to be completed before
the new 2021-2022 school year. 

Below: The interior of the new Performing Arts
Education Center is taking shape.
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he Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School  
 District has been working tirelessly since  
mid-March 2020 on numerous strategies 

related to educating our students in our 
current pandemic environment. Part of a 

strong education is helping to ensure that  
students have basic needs met. Food service that provides meals  
for students both before school and at lunchtime is no exception.  
     Our partners at Taher, Inc. and our Director of Food Service,  
Jill Fehler, have worked very hard to come up with strategies to 
provide these options, even during remote learning. To date, our 
food service staff has provided more than 233,000 meals to the 
children residing in the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District 
boundaries. These meals are being provided free of charge, whether 
in person or virtual, to all children residing in the District age 18 
and under. Through the direction of Director Fehler, the District 
pursued federal funding through the USDA (U.S. Department of 
Agriculture) to help cover the costs. Meals will remain free, both 
breakfast and lunch, for the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year. 
     When school is face-to-face, students are able to walk through 
the line as normal and no funds are taken from students accounts. 
In order to help facilitate virtual students, a form is sent weekly  
via email to help ensure that enough meals are prepared for pickup.  
If you are currently not receiving this message via email and wish 
to receive it, please email a.chromy@ocfsd.org, and you will be 
added to the weekly email.

he Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School 
 District has been working tirelessly since 
mid-March 2020 on numerous strategie

related to educating our students in our
current pandemic environment. Part of a

strong education is helping to ensure that 
students have basic needs met. Food service that provides meals 

T

USDA Funding  
Ensures Students Receive 
Proper Nutrition

OAK CREEK-FRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Searching for the Right 
Senior Living Option?

LOOk NO FURThER! 
It’s Right here in Oak Creek

EXPERIENCE MEADOWMERE  
  Located on 17 scenic acres in the heart 
of beautiful Oak Creek, Meadowmere  

offers a variety of senior-friendly 
 apartments thoughtfully designed for 

your comfort and unique needs.  
• INDEPENDENT LIVING

• ASSISTED LIVING
• ADVANCED ASSISTED CARE

Call 414-766-2121 to schedule a tour! 

MEADOWMERE SENIOR 
LIVING COMMUNITY 
701 E. Puetz Rd. • Oak Creek, Wis. 

meadowmereoakcreek.com 

Five Star Regional Senior Living  
Community of the Year Award Winner

To date, OCFSD staff have  
provided 233,000 meals to  
children residing in the District, 
all free of charge. 
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OAK CREEK-FRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT: 4K-5K REGISTRATION
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OAK CREEK AMERICAN LEGION POST 434 
9327 S. Shepherd Ave. • (414) 762-9660 

• Hours: Mon.-Fri. 3 p.m. to close • Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m. to close 
• Bar open to the public 7 days/week • Happy Hour Mon.-Fri. 4-6 p.m. 

• Karaoke with MEchel (alternate. Fridays 8 p.m.) 

Meet your friends and neighbors at The Post!

FISH FRY FRIDAYS 4-8 P.M. 
Join your neighbors for a tasty fish fry to start off the weekend. 

Drinks at “Happy Hour” prices during Fish Fry. 
ASK ABOUT RENTALS FOR WEDDINGS, SHOWERS 

BUSINESS MEETINGS, FUNERALS, ANNIVERSARIES, PICNICS. 
CALL Krissy at (414) 739-6223 FOR RENTAL INFORMATION.  

Catering available by the Ladies Auxiliary Post 434  
WATCH YOUR FAVORITE TEAMS – BREWERS, BADGERS, BUCKS AND 
MARQUETTE – ON OUR BIG SCREEN TVs. ENJOY DRINK SPECIALS!

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17 
OPENING AT 10 A.M. 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY SPECIALS 
POST 434’s DELICIOUS 

CORNED BEEF SANDWICHES   
SERVED 10 A.M. - ? 
Multiple drink  

specials and raffles all day!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! ENJOY OUR DELICIOUS FOOD, DRINKS,  
HALL RENTALS, CATERING, SPECIAL EVENTS AND MORE!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! ENJOY OUR DELICIOUS FOOD, DRINKS, 

Proudly Serving the  
Oak Creek Community!

Softball  
leagues forming! 

Call Bill at  
(414) 788-7593.

Free Estimates • Fully Insured 
Dependable Service • Low Prices

Serving Oak Creek  
and Surrounding Areas 
(414) 550-7481 
 dandblawnservice.com

• Spring & Fall Clean-Ups  
• Lawn Mowing Maintenance 

• Landscape Installation-Design & Maintain  
• Pruning & Fertilizing  

• Mulching & Bed Edging 
• Thatching & Aerating 

R E S I D E N T I A L  •  C O M M E R C I A L

“Where Service Is Always in Season”

• Landscape Installation-Design & Maintain 

Get Your 
Lawn 

Ready for  
Summer!

FISH FRY FRIDAYS 4-8 P.M.
Join your neighbors for a tasty fish fry to start off the weekend.

BUSINESS MEETINGS, FUNERALS, ANNIVERSARIES, PICNICS.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY SPECIALS

CORNED BEEF SANDWICHES  

specials and raffles all day!

Dine in, carryout  

or use curbside  

pick-up!
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Everyone was hit hard by the impact of COVID-19 in our community.  
Reflecting on the past year, we have learned a few lessons on  
resilience, flexibility, and the importance of a caring word or deed. 
      On a more practical note, we have learned some life skills about  
coping within a pandemic. Following are a few lessons learned while 
offering programs for our community: 
• We all look forward to playing with our friends and family.
• We can wear masks and sometimes have fun doing so.
• We have learned that eyes can smile.
• Seeing someone smile is a treat.
• Frequent hand sanitizing, hand washing, and disinfecting has 
  become second nature.  
• Social distancing is harder than it looks.
• Sometimes it’s more fun to put away technology and just play.

The OCF Joint School District Youth Programs Department was 
able to offer a variety of programs during closures, while practicing 
proper social distancing measures, disinfecting protocols, and  
reduced participant counts. Some programs were offered online.   
     We look forward to spring with fresh air, sunshine, vaccines and  
increased community programs. All programs are COVID-friendly 
with steps in place to keep participants safe.  
     Child care programs such as School Days Out, Spring Break 
Camp and ASPIRE provide care and fun for students. Staff and  
students follow the protocols practiced during the school day to  
keep everyone healthy while having fun.  
     Registration for spring programs is now open. Registration for 
summer child care programs begins March 8. There are several sport 
and wellness programs to consider as well. Basketball, weight training, 
volleyball, soccer and club swim are underway or returning this spring.  
A full list of sport camps and clinics will be in the summer catalog  
with registration opening Monday, May 10. 
     Adult and student enrichment activities remain popular and  
continue to be offered, including drivers education, babysitting,  
adult cooking classes and an online Spanish language program.   
     This winter Youth Programs teamed up with the Student Services 
Department and offered a Love & Logic parenting class. School  
District staff trainers share with parents practical, sustainable skills  

to help build strong relationships with their children. The positive  
response has prompted more classes to be rolled out next fall.  
     We look forward to spring with fresh air, sunshine, vaccines and  
increased community programming. Watch for more exciting  
developments in youth programs, community education and  
recreation in the coming months. More information can be found  
on the District website, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, The “What to 
Do?” catalog and in the City of Oak Creek Acorn publication.

OAK CREEK-FRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT: YOUTH PROGRAMMING OFFERS SAFE AND FUN LEARNING OPTIONS

It’s time to start thinking summer! Please visit 
ocfsd.org/summer for more information. 
Grades K-3 at Forest Ridge  
June 21- July 23  (No school July 5) 
Monday-Friday 7:45-11:45 a.m.   
Grades 4-8 at East Middle School 
June 21- July 23  (No school July 5) 
Monday-Friday 8:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.   
High School Grades 9-12 • June 21-July 30 
Momentum Ninth Grade Center 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Health Ninth Grade Center 7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Credit Recovery (two sessions) 7:30-10 a.m. and 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
PE 10-12 Building 7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  
K-8 SUMMER SCHOOL INFORMATION 
Course descriptions for K-8 summer school will be available on the
District website on March 5. Online course selection in Infinite
Campus for students entering K-8 (current K4-7th grade) will be
March 8-25. Course selection for high summer school occurs as
part of course selection for fall.
      Students who live in the Oak Creek-Franklin School District 
boundaries, but do not attend an OCFSD school are invited to 
summer school. They must re-enroll in the District each year.  
This process ensures that we have accurate contact and health  
information for all students.  
    Please visit ocfsd.org/summer for more information. 

Youth Programming 
Offers Safe and Fun 
Learning Options
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OAK CREEK-FRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT: REMEMBERING MS. CANDY

ADVERTISE IN THE  
SUMMER 2021 ISSUE OF  

THE OAK CREEK CURRENT 
Reserve your ad space today in the summer  

(May 2021) issue of the Current, mailed  
to EVERY household and business in  

Oak Creek, with extra copies distributed  
to local advertisers, high-traffic locations  

and area realtors – more than 18,000 copies!  

Directly reach your target audience  
in the City with Oak Creek’s official  
magazine. No other local publication 

has our reach!  
~

Call 414.215.7999, email 
info@oakcreekmagazine.com or  

visit oakcreekmagazine.com  
for more information. 

HILLSIDE COFFEE HOUSE 
237 E. Ryan Rd. • (414) 304-5559  

Closed Mon.-Tues. • Wed.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  
Sati..-Sun. 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

• Fresh, made-from-scratch bakery
including gluten-free 

• Homemade mac ’n cheese, 
pizza & soup 

• Anodyne coffee & Rishi tea
• Cozy, comfy atmosphere

• Two levels with spacious seating 
• Lower level party room

• Warm weather outdoor seating
~ 

Come see where the magic 
happens – we’ll bake you happy!

The Lidwin Family expressed their love and gratitude to the Carollton Elementary family  
at the dedication of the new book bench and book nook that were placed there in memory  
of long-time paraprofessional “Ms. Candy.” The colorful painted book nook and bench rest  
comfortably outside the school’s newest building addition. This is now the first visual seen to 
welcome guests coming into the front office of the school. Ms. Candy, as students would call 
her, had worked throughout the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District for more than 15 

years, and passed away in 2019.  
     “She took the toughest students – and she would be successful with 
them and love them like her own kids,” says Carollton School Principal 
Paul Kenwood. “As staff members were moving and rearranging things 
in the new building, we’d find a little Ms. Candy everywhere – bags  
of flashcards, reading book notes, and little word games that she’d use  
with her students.”    
     Alumni students Mia and Julia Schneider kicked off the book bench 

dedication exclaiming that, “Ms. Candy will always be remembered as strict, silly, kind –but 
had a candy heart with a sweet tooth, and loved to help us learn.”    
     It was obvious how special Ms. Candy was to the Carollton family just by the presence of 
teachers and staff that attended this special memorial last fall. It was also very evident of the 
impact she made to students from their reactions the day they learned she had suddenly 
passed away. Students expressed their grief and loss by writing letters, drawing pictures and 
sharing stories that they will forever remember. These memories were compiled by teachers, 
who worked so closely with Ms. Candy, and given to the Lidwin family. 
     School Board Member Amy Mlot proudly attended the dedication, and explained that 
“paras” in our District play such a special role in helping to develop our students. “Ms. Candy 
touched the lives of many,” she said. Ms. Candy’s 94-year-old mother, “Nonnie,” also  
attended the event. She shared how honored she was to cut the ribbon, and tearfully added 
how “important she felt” being a part of this event. Ms. Candy’s three sons assisted in the  
ribbon cutting along with her grandchildren and daughters-in-law. 
     The book nook colors will 
change every now and then  
as new students add their own 
creative twist to it. Ms. Candy 
will be honored by the laughter, 
fun and reading time that will 
be shared in this space in the 
years ahead.  
     Rest in peace, Ms. Candy 
(1950-2019) – you are 
deeply missed! 

“Our mom truly loved working with the staff and students at Carollton. 
She saw Carollton as family to her, and this is why she worked as long 

as she did, because she enjoyed who she worked with every day.”  
– Chris Lidwin, Ms. Candy’s son

Fondly 
Remembering 
Ms. Candy 
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Looking for the  
right combination of  

eye-catching web design, 
brilliant applications and  

online marketing to achieve 
your business goals?  

CHOOSE

Experts in web design, web development, 
and digital marketing with capabilities  

extending far beyond what most digital 
agencies have to offer. 

Call Bruce at 414.226.2710  
or email bruce@starkmedia.com 

to discuss your needs! 

• Brilliant design 
• Digital strategy • Content management 

• Search engine optimization 
• Analytics insights & reporting

St. Stephen  
Catholic Church 
FISH FRY 

EVERY FRIDAY  
NOW THRU APRIL 2 

4-7 P.M. 
DRIVE-THRU ONLY 

1441 W. OAKWOOD RD.  
~ 

Please enter from the 
East Driveway to place your order. 

Pick up at the South Entrance.   
– FRIED COD  $13
– BAKED COD  $13

– FRIED SHRIMP  $15 
Each order includes potato pancake, 
French fries, macaroni and cheese,  
cole slaw, rye bread/butter and a 

dessert (as long as they last).  

1441 W. Oakwood Rd.  
Oak Creek • 414.762.0552 

saintstephenmil.org 

Chick-fil-A Drexel 
Town Square 
IS HIRING!

Chick-fil-A Drexel

Chick-fil-A Drexel Town Square 
150 W. Town Square Way • Oak Creek 

(414) 571-0048

email careers@cfadts.com

• Flexible Scheduling
• 401K Savings

• Scholarship Opportunities
• Growth in Management

OPEN POSITIONS:
Hospitality • Kitchen • Delivery 

Morning, Mid and Evening 
Shifts Available

JOIN OUR TEAM & 
APPLY TODAY!

Visit Facebook, Higher Me 
and Indeed 
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THE OAK  
CREEK CURRENT  
CELEBRATES  
5 YEARS: 2016-2021

AUTUMN 2020

MATC: ESL PROGRAM PROVIDES 
LESSONS FOR LEARNING AND LIFE

Welcome New  
School District 
Administrators

MATC: ESL PROGRAM PROVIDES 

CONTACT TRACING:  
A CRITICAL TOOL TO  
SLOW THE VIRUS

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:  
Astronautics Corporation of America

WELCOME 
BACK,  

STUDENTS
to the 

2020-2021 
School Year!

JUNE 2016

PREMIER ISSUE  
WISPARK AND 

OAK CREEK: 
A Productive Partnership  

SCHOOL DISTRICT:  
Referendum Update  

NEW CITY PARK:  
Introducing 

Emerald Preserve 

Business Spotlight: 
TRATTORIA DI CARLO  

MATC:  
Transforming Lives At 
Oak Creek Campus  

SCHOOL DISTRICT: 
Youth Programs 

for Summer

Five years and 20 issues later, the Oak Creek 
Current is proud to continue its tradition of 
keeping our Oak Creek residents, business 
owners and visitors well informed about  
important news in the community. This vital 
communication tool is possible because of 
the strong partnership between the City of 
Oak Creek, the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint 
School District and the MATC Oak Creek 
campus. Working together, these stakeholders 
are committed to sharing rich stories and 
photos of their respective entities.   
    Of particular note is that the traditional 
symbol of a fifth anniversary is wood, signifying 
strength and durability, while illustrating a 
solid relationship. And that’s just what we 
have happening with our three partners 
working together on this publication.  
     Not only are we grateful for our partners’ 
ongoing support, we also are thankful to  
the following: 
• Our editorial staff  With each issue of 
the Current, our writers compose captivating
articles that appeal to a broad range of readers.
• Our advertisers Significant financial support
comes from paid advertising, as our advertisers 
are the life blood of the magazine. We are
extremely grateful to those businesses 
and organizations who choose to use their 
marketing dollars on paid advertising in 
the Current.
• Our readers We cannot forget our readers
who tell us they read the Current cover to
cover – and save every issue until the new
one is published, and arrives in their mailbox.
With printed materials becoming less and less 
popular, comments like these are so welcome 
and refreshing – to publish a magazine that
holds such importance for our residents. 
     So please choose to frequent the  
businesses that advertise in these pages. 
They count on YOU to keep their businesses 
afloat and thriving. Thank you, Oak Creek – 
here’s to the next five years and beyond!   

“I absolutely LOVE how  
the magazine talks about 
the community and what  

is going on in it.”
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Grace Early  
Childhood Center 

Now enrolling infant-4 years old 
3381 E. Puetz Rd. 

Camp Graceland Registration 
for Summer Vacation 

is now OPEN.  
Ages 5-12 Years Old 

Hosted at Grace Lutheran School

PROVIDING A CHRIST-CENTERED EDUCATION  
PREPARING CHILDREN FOR LIFE BOTH  

ACADEMICALLY AND SPIRITUALLY

Grace Lutheran School 
Now enrolling 4K-Grade 8 

Call today for information and to schedule a tour! 
WE ARE PART OF ALL THREE  

SCHOOL CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAMS 

Call 414-762-8755 to register!

8537 S. Pennsylvania Ave. • Oak Creek  
414-762-3655 • graceoakcreek.org

WOLF’S DRY CLEANERS & LAUNDRY • 4 LOCATIONS 
FIRST-TIME CUSTOMERS

WOLF’S DRY CLEANERS & LAUNDRY • 4 LOCATIONS

PACKARD WAY CLEANERS & TAILORS • 414-481-0220 
FIRST-TIME CUSTOMERS

PACKARD WAY CLEANERS & TAILORS PACKARD WAY CLEANERS & TAILORS

Valid at retail and drop-off/pick-up locations. Coupon must be presented with  
serviceable items. Not valid for home or residential drop-off/pick-up service, 

wedding gowns, alterations, leather/suede, shoe cobbler service and area rugs.   
One-time offer for first-time customers only. Limit one coupon per order. Exp. 4/30/21. 

Valid at retail and drop-off/pick-up locations. Coupon must be presented with  
serviceable items. Not valid for home or residential drop-off/pick-up service, 

wedding gowns, alterations, leather/suede, shoe cobbler service and area rugs.   
Limit one coupon per order. Exp. 4/30/21. 

Valid at retail and drop-off/pick-up locations. Coupon must be presented with  
serviceable items. Not valid for home or residential drop-off/pick-up service, 

wedding gowns, alterations, leather/suede, shoe cobbler service and area rugs.   
One-time offer for first-time customers only. Limit one coupon per order. Exp. 12/15/20. 

Valid at retail and drop-off/pick-up  
locations. Coupon must be presented with 
serviceable items. Not valid for home or  

residential drop-off/pick-up service.  
Limit one coupon per order. Exp. 4/30//21. 

Valid at retail and drop-off/pick-up  
locations. Coupon must be presented with 
serviceable items. Not valid for home or  

residential drop-off/pick-up service.  
Limit one coupon per order. Exp. 4/30/21. 

50% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

ORDER

20% OFF 
All winter coats & jackets 
excludes leather & suede 

10% OFF 
Alterations and repairs

50% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

ORDER

Save Now! 3 slacks or skirts  
for the price of 2

Thanks again for making us  
Top Choice two years in a row!

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 A.M.-6 P.M. • SAT. 8 A.M.-1 P.M. • FREE SAME DAY SERVICE

ST. FRANCIS 
3809 S. Kinnickinnic Ave. 
414-747-9450 

MILWAUKEE 
239 S. 76th St. 

414-453-2222 

MILWAUKEE (main office) 
1354 N. 7th St. (downtown) 

414-223-4078 

MILWAUKEE 
(formerly Carriage Cleaners)  
6911 W. Brown Deer Rd. 
414-365-2855

MON.-FRI. 7 A.M.-6 P.M.  
NEW SAT. HOURS 8 A.M.-1 P.M. 

SHOP  
LOCAL  

AND SUPPORT 
OUR OAK CREEK 

BUSINESSES! 
• 

YOUR PATRONAGE 
WILL HELP KEEP  
OUR BUSINESSES 

ALIVE AND 
 THRIVING!
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STOP IN TODAY FOR A 
FREE MASSAGE

FREE FACE 
SHIELD! 

Just stop in 
and mention 

this ad.

M A S S A G E  W O R K S  AT  S O U T H R I D G E  M A L L  I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O

Relax your tired muscles and de-stress today with 
a full-body massage in our Massage Chair! 

Speed your recovery by increasing blood 
circulation, and releasing tension from  

sore and achy muscles with  
our Massage Gun.  

COME VISIT YODA!VISIT US AT 
SOUTHRIDGE MALL 

Enter the Food Court Booth 
in front of Mrs. Field’s

Questions? Call Massage Works 
at (414) 233-5079 
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SPRING IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER... 
Are you ready for the new season – with green grass, bright sunshine 
and warmer weather?  Well, we are! And with the spring comes new, 
fun activities in Oak Creek that can be experienced virtually or with 
socially distanced protocols in place. After a challenging year in 2020, 
we look forward to a kinder world as we await our vaccines and return 
to pre-COVID times. Think positive – 2021 already shows promise of 
new beginnings and endless opportunities.      
1. This student’s sign says it all about her love for Camp OC!  2. Exterior 
work on the new Performing Arts Education Center (PAEC) is nearing  
completion (see story on pg. 6).  3. Oak Creek Health Department staff display 
their vaccination cards, after getting their COVID-19 vaccines.  They are 
ready and eager to now provide vaccinations for the community. 4. During 
the holiday season, “Light the Square” turned Drexel Town Square into a  
winter wonderland. The event was sponsored exclusively by Martin Law.   
5. “Take Your Pet to Work Day” is popular with staff – and their pets – at 
Stella & Chewy’s. Read more about this innovative pet food manufacturer in 
Oak Creek on pg. 16.

2

1

3

OUT AND ABOUT IN THE  CITY OF OAK CREEK
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6. Environmental work was first needed on the land where Lake Vista
Park now stands in Oak Creek. Read more on pg. 6 about how community 
partnerships were needed to clean up soil contamination from prior use.
7. As the seasons change, and winter segues into spring, wildlife emerges
from winter hibernation and can be found throughout Oak Creek’s 
beautiful Emerald Preserve.
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Parterre at Emerald Row offers one-, two- and three-bedroom apartment homes with private 
terraces and porches overlooking the adjacent wetland and walking trail. Interiors will feature 
contemporary open floor plans with natural design wood grain flooring, polished granite counter 
tops and high-end Whirlpool appliances. Parterre is a W-shaped building with dual courtyards  
featuring a pool and entertainment area on the north, and outdoor space adorned with the property’s 
namesake, a “parterre.”  
Parterre at Emerald Row will be completed to the highest standards, using quality construction, 
modern interiors and a superior amenity package. For more information, please visit  
ParterreAtEmeraldRow.com, or scan the QR code to the right.

NOW LEASING! 
Parterre at Emerald Row is the newest luxury apartment rental 

community located in the heart of Drexel Town Square.



During our current ever-changing environment, some community events may be cancelled/modified. 
PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONFIRM EVENT DETAILS OR VISIT THE CITY AND SCHOOL DISTRICT WEBSITES. 

C O M M U N I T Y   C A L E N D A R

Drexel Town Square will be “decked 
out” for the holidays this season. 

MARCH 
• Mon., Mar. 1: Mini Zen Gardens, Take-Out Program Oak Creek 
Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Design a miniature Zen garden! 
All supplies are provided.
• Tue., Mar. 9: Virtual Interviewing-Goodwill Workshop 
Through the Greendale Goodwill Workforce Connection Center.
Visit oakcreeklibrary.org/events to register.
• Mon. Mar. 15: 4K and 5K Enrollment Begins
• Thur., Mar. 18: Intro to Outlook, Virtual Computer Class Oak Creek
Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Become more comfortable with the 
basics of using Microsoft Outlook. Visit oakcreeklibrary.org/events to
register.
• Fri., Mar. 19: 4K and 5K Enrollment Ends
• Sat., Mar. 27: 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Community Easter Drive-Thru Lake
Vista Park Pavilion, 4001 Lake Vista Parkway. Adults are invited to 
bring their children, in their cars only, to receive an Easter goodie bag.
You must stay in your car, and there are NO walkups. For more details,
please see visitoakcreek.com. 
• Mon.-Wed., Mar. 29-31: No School for OCFSD (Spring Break)

APRIL 
• Thur., Apr. 1:  Winter Parking Rules End 
• Thur., Apr. 1: Opening Day Tailgate (tentative), doors open at 10 a.m.
Watch the Brewers vs. Twins at the Community Center, 8580 S. 
Howell Ave. (see pg. 11).
• Thur.-Fri., Apr. 1-2: No School for OCFSD 
• Thur., Apr. 1-Fri., Apr. 30: Books 2 Movies Contest Oak Creek 
Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Teens can submit a review of a book 
made into a movie OR a movie made into a book for a chance to win
movie and book gift certificates.
• Fri.-Sat., Apr. 2-3: City Offices, Library and Recycle Yard Closed 
for the Easter Holiday
• Sun., Apr. 4: Easter Sunday
• Mon., Apr. 5: No School for OCFSD
• Mon., Apr. 5: DIY Bath Soak, Take-Out Program Oak Creek Public
Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Participants will receive supplies to mix their 
very own bath soak. All supplies are provided. 
• Tue., Apr. 6:  Spring General Election Please visit oakcreekwi.org/elections 
for more information.
• Thur., Apr. 8: First Day of 4th Quarter
• Sat., Apr. 10: Shred Day & Computer/Electronics Recycling Event, 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. Oak Creek West Middle School, 8401 S. 13th St.
Bring your sensitive and private documents for FREE, secure 

destruction provided by Shred-It. Limit of 6 boxes per vehicle.  
Midwest Computer Recycling will also be onsite to responsibly dispose 
your outdated electronic equipment. Please visit oakcreekwi.org for  
more information. 
• Tue., April 13: Maintaining a Positive Attitude During the Job Search – 
Goodwill Workshop Oak Creek Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Made 
possible through the Greendale Goodwill Workforce Connection 
Center. Visit oakcreeklibrary.org/events to register.
• Thur., April 15: “Cutting the Cord” Virtual Computer Class Oak
Creek Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Tired of paying a large cable bill 
each month? In this class, you will learn about some of the different 
available options. Visit oakcreeklibrary.org/events to register.
• Sat., Apr. 24: Oak Creek Community Cleanup, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Oak Creek Civic Center, 8040 S. 6th St. Get outside, meet other 
residents, and do a little spring cleaning of the Civic Center grounds,
and surrounding area. Volunteer service hour forms will be available.
• Fri. Apr. 30: No school for OCFSD

MAY 
• Mon., May 3:  Branch Pickup Begins
• Mon., May 3: Salt Dough Magnets, Take-Out Program Oak Creek
Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Get creative and make magnets out of 
air-dry salt dough. All supplies are provided. 
• Thur., May 6: Office for Beginners, Virtual Computer Class  Oak
Creek Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Learn the basics in Word, Excel,
PowerPoint and Publisher. Visit oakcreeklibrary.org/events to register. 
• Tue., May 11: Ageism in the Workplace: How To Accentuate 
Experience-Goodwill Workshop Oak Creek Public Library, 8040 S.
6th St. Made possible through the Greendale Goodwill Workforce
Connection Center. Visit oakcreeklibrary.org/events to register.
• Mon., May 17:  Spring Cleanup Begins No charge for pickup of most 
items for residential homes and condos that have City-provided garbage 
and recycling pickup.  See oakcreekwi.org for list of accepted items. 
• Sun., May 24: Guzi’s Hunt for the Cure 5K Run/Walk for 
Huntington’s Disease, 9 a.m. Lake Vista Park, 4001 Lake Vista Parkway.
Visit guzis.5k.run for information and registration (see pg.  15). 
• Mon., May 31:  City Offices and Library Closed for Memorial Day
Holiday. No School for OCFSD.

JUNE 
• Wed., June 9: Last Day of School in OCFSD
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The Champagne Team 
RE/MAX Realty 100 

Call/Text (414) 840-0201  
TheChampagneTeam.com 

champagnerealtors@gmail.com  

How do you sell for more 
and buy for less?  

YOU HIRE LOCAL EXPERTS!  
Martin & Abby Champagne

YOU HIRE LOCAL EXPERTS!

Martin & Abby

T H E  N E W  S P R I N G  S E A S O N  I S  H E R E !  A R E  Y O U  R E A D Y  T O  B U Y  O R  S E L L ?

How do you sell for more 

You Deserve the  
“Champagne” of Real Estate!

We are lifelong Oak Creek residents with more than 20  
 years of real estate experience and $125 million in sales.   
Martin and Abby Champagne are Move SafeTM certified  

to help keep you safe during COVID-19 challenges.   
We believe every family should feel confident  

when buying and selling a home.  
Annual recipients of RE/MAX 100% Club Award!

The Champagne Team
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