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LAKE VISTA PARK WINS BEST PUBLIC
PROJECT REAL ESTATE AWARD

CHECK INSIDE FOR WHAT’S 

COMING UP THIS SEASON!

CELEBRATING 
SUMMER
IN OAK CREEK
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ON THE COVER
Get ready for a hot time this summer in our great City! Check out this 
expanded issue of the Oak Creek Current and mark your calendars with all the
dates for the amazing events and activities taking place this season. If you have
yet to visit Lake Vista Park along Lake Michigan, now is the time. The Park 
recently received a Best Public Project Award from the Milwaukee Business 
Journal (see pg. 26). 



The Oak Creek Current is the official magazine of the City of Oak
Creek, and is mailed for free to all households and businesses in the City.
The Current is published four times per year by the City of Oak Creek
and the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District, with additional 
financial support from the MATC-Oak Creek campus. The magazine
also receives funding from local advertisers.

This publication is guided by a professional advisory committee 
comprised of representatives from the City, the School District, and
residents and business owners. Please email all inquiries/suggestions to 
info@oakcreekmagazine.com. 
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(414) 768-5880 • ocfsd.org

MATC OAK CREEK CAMPUS
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6665 S. Howell Ave. • Oak Creek, WI 53154
(414) 571-4616

Contributing Writers: Leslie Flynn (City of Oak Creek), Rachel Rose
(Oak Creek Library), Tony Tagliavia (MATC), Lindsey Ziarnik (Oak
Creek-Franklin Joint School District) and Barb Caprile (Caprile 
Marketing/ Design).

Magazine Design/Production: Caprile Marketing/Design

The next issue of the Oak Creek Current will publish september 1, 2019. 
for information about advertising in future issues of the magazine,
please email info@oakcreekmagazine.com, visit oakcreekmagazine.com
or call (414) 215-7999.
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Together We Have Made a Difference –
THANK YOU, OAK CREEK!

These four years in Oak Creek-Franklin have truly been the 
highlight of my work in public education. This community has an
amazing School District – a system with such great potential that
embraced moving forward to make things better for our learners
faster than I ever could have imagined. Our community is blessed
with faculty, staff and leaders who have a uniquely well-balanced
core of professionalism, kindness and overall commitment to 
children. One thing I’ve learned is that ‘together’ is one of Oak
Creek-Franklin’s superpowers. While I had hoped to stay here a
while longer, changes in my personal circumstances have led me
to the conclusion that it is the time to retire at the end of August.

I am extremely happy that Assistant Superintendent Dan
Unertl has agreed to become your next Superintendent. Dan 
is an amazing and trustworthy leader who understands the 
‘together’ culture and the journey we are on toward continuous
improvement. Knowing that when the time comes, I will be 
leaving you all in his capable hands has made my difficult 
decision easier. Looking back over my 40+ years in education, 
I am a bit sad I did not discover Oak Creek-Franklin sooner, but 
I am very happy about the work we are doing, the progress we
have made, and that we are well prepared for this leadership 
succession and the future.

Thank you for your kind and constant support for your 
public schools. Your support is what inspires and keeps us going.
Our work together makes critical differences in the lives and 
successes of so many children and youth in so many different
ways. Carry on!

With gratitude, Tim Culver

oakcreekmagazine.com 

from Dr. Tim Culver, superintendent
oak Creek-franklin Joint school District
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Choose Pam BeCk –
Your “Realtor for Life!”

as a Longstanding Oak Creek and 
Franklin Resident, I Would Love the 

Opportunity To Help You Sell or Buy a Home!

MASSIVE SHORTAGE OF
HOMES FOR SALE MEANS
MORE $$FORYOURHOME

BUYERS –HURRY BEFORE
THE INTEREST RATES 

INCREASE!

(414) 322-8551
Pam@PamBeckTeam.com

Visit PamBeck.com

hg
I have been helping my Oak Creek and franklin neighbors 

for more than 20 years get the highest prices for their homes.
I work in many counties including Milwaukee, Racine and Waukesha.

let’s work together and have some fun in the process! 
Please contact me for exceptional service and a free market 

analysis – or to help you buy or sell a home. 
Sellers and buyers: 

Take advantage of today’s HOT 
real estate market! 



Making every day ight!
A LEADER IN THE INDUSTRy

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial • Medical

Call us today for your
FREE ESTIMATE!
INSURED AND BONDED

sunshinecleaningcompany.com
414.215.7347
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OAK CREEK-fRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT: REfERENDUM UPDATE

ast November 6, the Oak Creek-Franklin 
community chose to improve the future for our 
students, schools and community by approving 
the 2018 referendum. The referendum authorized

the District to borrow $60,935,000 for facilities 
improvements that will improve safety, security and 

accessibility at our schools; expand educational opportunities
for all our students; and create more equitable learning spaces
across schools. In addition, we will also be able to separate the
cafeteria from the physical education space in five schools and
address necessary maintenance throughout the District.  

Over the past six months, District administration, school
principals and teachers have been working with Nexus and
Plunkett Raysich Architects to complete detailed design work
for the projects at Deerfield, West Middle School, East Middle
School, Edgewood Elementary and Meadowview Elementary.
Project bidding is underway and certain construction projects
at these five schools will start this summer.

Design work continues on the baseball and softball fields at
East Middle School and the soccer field at Oak Creek High
School. These projects will enter the bidding and construction
phase this summer. 

Over the summer, designs will begin to take shape for the
projects at Shepard Hills Elementary and Oak Creek High
School. The design phase for Carollton Elementary Shool will
begin in the fall of 2019 and for Cedar Hills, the winter of
2020. All referendum projects are scheduled to be complete
by the fall of 2021.

For more information, including project renderings, 
visit the referendum page of the District website at 
ocfsd.org/referendum. Community members are also 
encouraged to sign up for the School District’s community
email list. Subscribers will receive the District’s monthly
newsletter, School Board updates and construction updates.

ocfsd.org 

L

REFERENDUM UPDATE
Plans Move Forward to Improve Safety, Expand Educational 
Opportunities and Create More Learning Spaces 

Edgewood Elementary

Edgewood Elementary

PRELIMINARY RENDERINGS OF 
THE NEW SCHOOL SPACES
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t a time when the construction industry is
finding it challenging to hire skilled workers,
the Knight Construction program at Oak

Creek High School is helping students 
build a foundation for successful careers in the

construction industry. Each school year, students
enrolled in the Knight Construction program build a residential home
from start to finish. 

“By building a home from the ground up, students can get hands-
on experiences, with everything from framing to shingling to drywall
and painting,” explains Mr. Matt Lonergan, the program leader and
technology/engineering teacher at Oak Creek High School.

Students enrolled in the Knight Construction program earn two
credits while learning relevant job skills that will prepare them for a
career in the construction industry. Students learn about safety, using
power tools, and building materials, all essential components of the
construction industry. Local businesses and craftsmen donate their
time to work with the students on every aspect of home construction,
including plumbing, electrical, HVAC, drywall and finishing work.
Students also complete First Aid/CPR training and OSHA-10 training.

The Knight Construction program allows students to explore the
full range of career choices in the construction industry. “It just kind
of clicked,” says high school senior Cameron after working with an
electrician at the Knight Construction house. “I really enjoyed working
on the electrical part of the house and plan to do something in the
electrical field after graduation,” Cameron explains. 

Senior Brandon recalls when the Knight Construction program
was first started in 2015. “The program started when I was a freshman,
and I’ve been interested in joining ever since,” he says. Brandon plans
to pursue a career in the construction industry after high school 
graduation. “I’ve liked heavy trucks and equipment since I was a little
kid – it’s always been an interest of mine,” Brandon shares. 

The program continues to be successful with many thanks to its
supporters. “We continue to see an outpouring of support from local
businesses and the community,” Mr. Lonergan says with gratitude.
Construction of the 1,700 sq.-ft., ranch-style home is nearing 
completion. 

The community is invited to take a tour of the home during these
open houses on sunday-Monday, June 2-3, from 3-5 p.m. The home
is located at 10015 s. shepard ave. in oak Creek.

A

BUILDING SUCCESSFUL FUTURES 
WITH KNIGHT CONSTRUCTION
Innovative Program Offers Experiences in 
Construction Career Options for OC Students
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OAK CREEK-fRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT: KNIGHT CONSTRUCTION

Members of the Knight Construction team pose 
outside their newly built home. Program leader 

Matt Lonergan is seen at far left. 
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KNIGHT CONSTRUCTION
OPEN HOUSE

Sun.-Mon., June 2-3: 3-5 p.m.
Take a tour of the completed home at
10015 S. Shepard Ave. • Oak Creek

“... helping students build a foundation 
for successful careers in the 

construction industry.”

Students in the Knight Construction Program learn valuable
construction skills including how to safely use power tools. 
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ak Creek High School offers 46 different
student activities and clubs, in addition to
athletics. Fall and winter athletics, activities

and clubs totaled more than 2,000 roster
spots. (Students can be in multiple athletics,

activities and clubs, meaning one student can 
fill multiple roster spots.) Statistics show that students involved in 
extracurriculars display better academic performance, behavior and 
attendance. Extracurriculars also aid in the development of important
social skills, such as teamwork and empathy. Below are a few recent
highlights from some of the clubs and organizations at Oak Creek
High School. 

OC RACING KNIGHTS MOTORCyCLE CLUB
The OC Racing Knights Club is one of the newest clubs offered at
Oak Creek High School and is one of ten local BUILD teams. Under
the guidance and supervision of mentors, the BUILD program is 
designed to teach students valuable life and interpersonal skills while
they work together to restore a vintage motorcycle.

During the BUILD season, each team is given a vintage motorcycle
to work on and ultimately race in an American Flat Track motorcycle
race. From January to June, the team works together to increase the
bike’s speed and power, hoping to see results at the races. 

“In addition to learning the basics of how motorcycles function,
students learn about timing, air-fuel ratios, and what makes a bike
faster,” program mentor Mr. Chad Hanebrink explains. “We touch 
on all aspects of STEM. Not just the nuts and bolts, but the actual 
science behind what makes the engine run and how to make more
power than the other teams,” program mentor Mr. Steve Agg shares. 

ROUND TABLE ROBOTICS TEAM 1792 
Oak Creek High School’s robotics team is having a fantastic 
competition season, earning Safety and Engineering Inspiration
Awards at regional competitions. Team captain Mya Mendola is the

Milwaukee Dean's List winner and Robin Olson, one of the team’s
lead mentors, won the Milwaukee Regionals Woody Flowers Award. 
Robin and Mya will be placed in the FIRST Championship Levels for
their award categories. The team also won the Entrepreneurship
Award at the Detroit World Championships.

RENAISSANCE CLUB 
Making a difference by volunteering in the community is the mission
of the Renaissance Club at Oak Creek High School. The Renaissance
Club was named The Salvation Army’s 2019 Youth Volunteer Group
of the Year for all of their volunteer efforts in Oak Creek and 
Milwaukee County this past year.

fUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS Of AMERICA (fBLA)
FBLA has a record 95 members this year and has earned every 
national award including the Membership Award, Gold Seal, 
Outstanding Chapter, and all three Chapter Challenges: Super
Sweeps, Non-Stop November, and Action Awareness. 

OAK CREEK HIGH SCHOOL THEATRE
Oak Creek High School’s winter musical “Little Shop of Horrors” 
was nominated for 22 Jerry awards. Results will be announced in May.

STUDENT COUNCIL
More than 800 students from all over the state traveled to Green
Bay over spring break to attend the Wisconsin Association of School
Councils' State Leadership Conference. Oak Creek High School’s
Student Council served as the host of this incredible event and juniors
Ava Lemke and Owen Podziemski served as co-chairs. Furthermore,
Ms. Julie Lietz is being recognized as our region’s advisor of the year 
at the awards banquet.

KNIGHT CLUB
Knight Club, one of Oak Creek High School’s a cappella groups,
took 2nd place at the International Championship of High School A 
Cappella (ICHSA) Semi-Finals, earning the group a spot to compete
at the ICHSA Finals in New York City!

O

OAK CREEK-fRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT: CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

FBLA Regional Leadership Conference

“Little Shop
of Horrors”
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT
OAK CREEK HIGH SCHOOL
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The Oak Creek and Franklin communities continue to support
Oak Creek High School clubs and activities. Local business owners
have shared their unique stories with FBLA students, local attorneys
have worked with Mock Trial students to prep them for competitions,
and current health care professionals have volunteered to provide 
job shadow experiences for HOSA members. These are just a few 
examples of the many ways our communities get involved.  

If you are interested in getting involved with an activity or club 
at Oak Creek High School, please contact Athletics and Activities 
Director, Scott Holler, by emailing s.holler@ocfsd.org or calling
(414) 768-6210.

CHECK OUT THESE SUPER CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES AT 
OAK CREEK HIGH SCHOOL – THERE’S SOMETHING 
fOR EVERyONE!

YOUNG DANCE ACADEMY
Striving for excellence in dance since 1983!

181 W. Marquette ave. • oak Creek • (414) 768-9876 • youngdance.biz

COME SEE OUR RECITALS JUNE 8-14
•Dance Classes for All Ages: 

Age 3 to Adult
•Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop, Musical

Theatre, Contemporary & More
•Progressive Dance for Children 

with Special Needs
•Offering a Technique-Intensive 

Program for Those Interested 
in Competitive Dance
•Personalized Instruction 

from Master Teachers

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION AND 
STOP IN FOR A STUDIO TOUR TODAY!

• Anime Club
• Best Buddies
• Bowling
• Chess Club
• Chick-fil-A® Leadership Academy
• Choir (Show Choir)
• Comic Book Club
• Computer Club
• Craft Club
• Environmental Club
• Family, Career and Community

Leaders of America (FCCLA)
• Forensics
• Freshman Mentoring
• Future Business Leaders of

America (FBLA)
• Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA)
• German Club
• HOSA-Future Health 

Professionals
• Key Club
• Knight Vision Productions
• Lacrosse (Boys)
• Marching Band
• Mock Trial

• Model U.N.
• Motorcycle Club (Racing Knights)
• Mu Alpha Theta (Math Club)
• Multicultural Club
• National Art Honor Society
• National Honor Society
• Peer Tutoring
• Powerlifting
• Prom Committee
• Renaissance
• Rugby (Girls)
• Sceptre-Yearbook
• Scuba Club
• Ski Club
• Skills USA Club
• Spanish Club
• STEM Club
• Student Council
• Sword & Shield School Newspaper
• Theatre
• Weight Training
• Writing Club
• Young Democrats
• Young Republicans

Racing Knights Motorcycle Club

SUMMER
CLASSES
BEGIN
JUNE 17
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Elementary Schools Join Together for Annual food Drive
Each spring, Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District elementary
schools join together for the Big Food Bowl. The goal of this annual
food drive is to help our neighbors in need and beat hunger in Oak
Creek! During the week-long drive, schools collected 15,730 food
items that were donated to food pantries at St. Stephen’s Catholic
Church, All Saints Lutheran Church, South Milwaukee Human
Concerns and The Salvation Army. Thank you, Oak Creek-Franklin
families and staff for your generosity!

Cultural Night at OCHS
On April 18, the Multicultural, Spanish and German Clubs at Oak
Creek High School hosted the first annual Cultural Night. This 
fun-filled night brought light to the theme of “Strength in Diversity”
through performances, food and displays!

Carollton Elementary Celebrates 50 years! 
Carollton Crusaders, Comets and Lions joined together to celebrate
Carollton Elementary’s 50th anniversary! Students, families,
alumni, and current and former Carollton staff were able to “turn
back the clock” by viewing old yearbooks and reminiscing about the
past. Photos were on display from the early days (when Carollton
was first built in 1968), along with plans for the school’s future. 

youth Art Month Celebration 
Congratulations to our artists and teachers on a successful Youth
Art Month celebration! Our artists were very excited to share their
work with the Oak Creek-Franklin community. Thank you to our
families and community members who attended the celebration on
March 21, and to Kohl’s Color Wheels and the Racine Art Museum
for providing fun art activities!

Welcome future Knights!
More than 200 families visited the School District Office during
enrollment week March 11-15! Our future Knights are excited to
start school in the fall! For enrollment information, please visit
ocfsd.org/enroll. 

Stay Connected
There are a variety of ways community members can stay in touch
with Oak Creek-Franklin public schools! 
• Visit our website ocfsd.org
• Join our community email list to receive Board of Education

updates and the District newsletter
• “Like” us on Facebook @OCFSD
• “Follow” us on Twitter @OCFSD
• View the District blog knightvisionocfjsd.blogspot.com
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OAK CREEK-fRANKLIN JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT

For the first time ever, the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District
launched a District-wide school safety week. From March 4-8, all
students learned valuable safety lessons useful both in school and in
the broader world. During school safety week, students participated
in a series of lessons, designed in collaboration between a team of
school psychologists, early childhood teachers, special education
teachers and local law enforcement. 

“We hope our students walked away from safety week feeling 
empowered with tools for school, or any situation where the skills 
we teach could help them move more safely through a sometimes 
uncertain world,” Assistant Superintendent Dan Unertl shares. 

The Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District continues to focus
on and actively pioneer school safety in the region. “I cannot thank
our team enough for the work they do to empower our staff and
protect our kids. I also would like to thank our partners in law 
enforcement, who shared their time and expertise endlessly,” 
says Unertl.  

For more information about some of the plans and protocols the
District has in place to keep our learners and our staff safe, please
view Assistant Superintendent Dan Unertl’s recent Safety Update
on the District blog knightvisionocfjsd.blogspot.com.

REfLECTIONS fROM ELEMENTARy STUDENTS
“School safety week is a weight lifted off your shoulders. In safety week,
teachers and staff get to teach all the kids in the school about fires, 
lockdowns and tornadoes. I feel really happy about safety week because
it’s like a refresher for my brain. I had a couple of questions, and they 
all got answered.”

“I’m so glad that I got to learn about safety. I learned ways to be safer
and I know that the teachers will always keep me safe. I feel happier 
knowing I can keep myself safe, and my teachers will help me stay safe.”

SCHOOL SAFETY WEEK
REINFORCES VALUABLE
SAFETY LESSONS
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The Champagne Team • RE/MAX Realty 100
Call/Text (414) 840-0201

champagnerealtors@gmail.com • TheChampagneTeam.com

Buying or Selling
in Oak Creek?

THEN YOU DESERVE THE 
“CHAMPAGNE” OF REAL ESTATE!
Let our family help yours!

WE  ARE  YOUR  HOME  T EAM !

Martin and Abby Champagne
Lifelong Oak Creek Residents

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE HOME ANALYSIS!

Dr. Todd enjoys teaching about the miraculous 
changes that can be expected with growth – and 

offering choices to avoid some bumps along the way. 
He would love to share an early treatment 

approach with you – give us a call!
•

Your neighborhood orthodontist since 1993.

M A K I N G  B E A U T I F U L

Smiles
AT

CONNELL ORTHODONTICS

2031 E. Rawson Ave. • Oak Creek

(414) 764-5000 • truorthodontics.com

Orthodontics for children, teens and adults

Todd Connell D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist
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22 ACRES DEDICATED TO THE VETERANS AND YOUTH OF OAK CREEK

OAK CREEK AMERICAN LEGION POST 434
9327 S. Shepherd Ave. • (414) 762-9660

• Hours Mon.-Fri. 3 p.m. to close • Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m. to close
• Bar open to the public 7 days/week • Happy Hour Mon.-Fri. 4-6 p.m.

Proudly Serving the 
Oak Creek Community!

Meet your friends & neighbors at The Post!

JULY 4 CELEBRATION!
Starting at 8 a.m. on Thursday, July 4. Parade at 9 a.m.

Food, drinks and entertainment ongoing all day. 
ASK ABOUT RENTALS FOR WEDDINGS, SHOWERS

BUSINESS MEETINGS, FUNERALS, ANNIVERSARIES, PICNICS.
CALL Krissy at (414) 739-6223 FOR RENTAL INFORMATION. 

Catering available by the Ladies Auxiliary Post 434

WATCH YOUR FAVORITE BASEBALL TEAM, THE BREWERS, ON OUR 
BIG SCREEN TVs AND ENJOY DRINK SPECIALS!

52nd ANNUAL
SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

SAT.-SUN., AUGUST 3-4 
CALL BILL AT (414) 788-7593
TO REGISTER YOUR TEAM!

SAVE THE DATES FOR
2019 LIONFEST!

on the American
Legion Post 434 grounds

LABOR DAY 
WEEKEND

FRIDAY-MONDAY
AUG. 30-
SEPT. 2 

Featuring Pier Pups Canine Dock Jumping, 
dog-related vendors and businesses, and more!

Enjoy a splashing good time with Pier Pups, 
a unique dock diving venue that caters to all dogs –

from novice to pro jumpers, with an emphasis on the “family dog.” 
Does your dog love to swim and chase a toy 

into the water? Do you love to watch high-flying, 
catching and splashing canines? 

IF SO, THIS FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENT IS JUST FOR YOU!

For more information on Pier Pups or to pre-register 
your dog for this event, please visit pierpups.com.

See visitoakcreek.com for more information.

DOG DAy
a t  d r e x e l

TWO DAYS OF FUN! Fri.-Sat., July 12-13 
Friday 4-8 p.m. • Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 15
Drexel Town Square

4-11 p.m.

ENJOY 
GREAT FOOD

AND
LIVE MUSIC!

• Party with your
neighbors and 
welcome the 

summer season!

• Music by 
Dirty Boogie and
Stetsin and Lace

• More than 10
food trucks

• Must be 21 
to drink

• I.D.s will be 
required

• No carry ins
For more information,

visitoakcreek.com

Come and Celeate Summer!

4TH ANNUAL 
EVENT 
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MILWAUKEE AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE OAK CREEK CAMPUS: MATC PROMISE

inancial barriers too often stand between 
individuals and returning to college to 
complete their education.

For Jo Walston, those barriers kept her
away for more than 20 years. Despite working

full time, Walston says money was tight and it was
hard to afford tuition.

“A lot of us are in this boat,” she says. “We didn’t have parents who
put us through college. Things change in the workforce; maybe we’ve
lost our jobs and have to transition to different careers.”

This fall, things changed. Armed with determination and funding 
from Milwaukee Area Technical College’s Promise for Adults program, 
Walston enrolled in two accounting courses at MATC.

The need-based Promise for Adults was created for students 24 
and older who live in the MATC District and have been out of college
for at least two years. Students choose a degree program tied to an 
in-demand field, and privately supported scholarships from the MATC
Foundation Inc. bridge the gap between what financial aid provides and
the cost of tuition and course fees. 

“I was looking for an education I could afford that would give me skills
to go into the job market and support myself and my family,” Walston says.

“An MATC accounting degree will make me immediately marketable.”
Walston is one of the hundreds of qualifying Promise for Adults 

students who came to MATC this year across the college’s four 
campuses, including Oak Creek. The Oak Creek Campus offers dozens
of associate degree, technical diploma, apprenticeship and certificate
programs, including degree programs eligible for the Promise for Adults.

Carissa Peters is another Promise for Adults qualifying student. The
program was a lifeline to restore her dream of a degree in healthcare.
She enrolled as a full-time student at Xavier University of Louisiana as
soon as she graduated from high school in 2009. But, as happens to
many students, Peters found herself quickly overwhelmed by rapidly 
accumulating college debt. She was forced to drop to part-time status,
hoping to slow the drain on her finances. After three years, she had to
leave college altogether.

Peters returned to Wisconsin and landed a full-time job as a flight 
attendant. But she didn’t forget her dream of working in healthcare.
Then she saw an intriguing story on MATC’s website announcing the
launch of the Promise for Adults. 

“It was so out of the blue,” Peters says. “I’ve never heard of anything
like this. I never thought I’d see this in my lifetime.”

MATC’s Promise for Adults is an expansion of the college’s 

F
MATC PROMISE FOR ADULTS
Unlocking Access to College for Students Who Started, But Did Not Finish

MATC Promise for Adults
student Jo Walston
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first-in-the-state Promise for New High School Graduates, which was
launched in 2015. To date, the MATC Foundation Inc. has raised more
than $2 million dollars from more than 230 private donors in support
of the MATC Promise. Participating students have earned 20,000
college credits, and the MATC Promise won two 2019 Milwaukee
Awards for Neighborhood Development Innovation (MANDI).

The adult program is meeting a clear community need: in Milwaukee
County alone, more than 130,000 adults have completed some 
college credits but have not earned a degree.

In announcing the establishment of the adult Promise in May 2018,
MATC President Dr. Vicki J. Martin says, “We are offering this 
program in direct response to the urgent needs of our community –
where area employers are desperate to fill the middle-skill jobs, while 
at the same time many local residents lack the resources and support 
to gain the degrees necessary for these positions.”

Walston, the graduate who returned to college after 20 years, 
says she is grateful for the scholarship assistance and is looking forward
to greater financial stability. She is already thinking about paying 
it forward.  

“If I can get a good job, I plan to send the MATC Foundation some
money to help other students in the way I was helped,” she says.

To learn more about the MATC Promise for Adults, including 
application deadlines, visit matc.edu/promise or call 414-297-6668.

Visit matc.edu
MATC Promise for Adults

student Carissa Peters

MATC OAK CREEK CAMPUS 
6665 S. Howell Ave. 
(414) 571-4500 • matc.edu
Dr. Mark felsheim, Vice PresidentDr. Mark Felsheim



o, what does a ‘City Administrator’ do?”
“Oh, so you are like the Mayor, then?”

If I had a dime for how many times I have
been asked these questions, and others like 

it, I could buy myself a private island in the
Caribbean! The fact is, residents that do not work

or volunteer in local government organizations often misunderstand
local government structure and functions. The following information
is intended to educate Oak Creek residents about the form of 
government we utilize, and the roles of key government officials
working on the public’s behalf.

The City of Oak Creek operates under a 
“Council-Mayor” form of government. The Mayor
and Common Council members, who are elected
by City residents, act in a part-time role. The
Mayor and most of the Aldermen (some
lucky ones are already retired!) have full-
time, professional jobs outside of their
work on the City Council. The Mayor and
Aldermen receive a small annual stipend
for their service; they are not “employees”
of the City, and do not receive benefits,
such as health insurance.

Because the City operates with a part-time
Mayor, they hire a trained local government
professional, called a “City Administrator” to 
oversee the City’s departments, divisions and its 
corresponding public services on a daily basis. The City 
Administrator is hired by the Council and is directly accountable to
the Mayor and Council regarding his or her job performance. The
City Administrator is to the City like the chief operating or chief 
administrative officer is to a private-sector company. The City 
Administrator answers to a “Board” (in our case, the City Council)
and the Board is a representative of the company’s shareholders (in
our case, city shareholders are you, the residents/taxpayers).

The City Administrator is hired to perform many roles for the
City. He or she oversees all of the Department Directors and other
staff to ensure City services are carried out consistently and in a 
cost-responsible manner. The City Administrator also plays a significant
role in the economic development of the City by marketing, 
negotiating and recommending building projects to the City 
Council, among many other duties.

The Common Council has a distinct role as “policy-makers” for the
community. The members review and approve legislation and policies,
approve an annual operating budget, ensure the financial health of
the City, and serve as ambassadors of the City at various events and
functions. Remembering your civics training, the Council comprises
the “legislative body.” 

The Mayor serves in different roles than the City Administrator
and the Common Council. The Mayor has a veto over the Common
Council’s legislative actions, appoints members to Board, Committees
and Commissions, is the Chair of the Plan Commission, and serves 
as the parliamentarian of the Council meetings (a fancy word for 

“running” the meeting). The Mayor champions the 
City and speaks about the City at events such as

development groundbreakings, business ribbon
cuttings, and at seminars and conferences.

Oak Creek is not uncommon in the part-time
Mayor/Administrator function. In fact,
there are approximately 225 cities or 
villages in Wisconsin that employ an 
Administrator position. Many Wisconsin
county governments also utilize a

County Administrator position. The 
Administrator position is a popular model

around the Country and even internationally.
Aside from the Mayor, Administrator

and City Council, Oak Creek is lucky to have a
well-trained professional management staff. The City

is divided into departments with some of the departments
having multiple divisions. City departments include Police, Fire, 
Public Works (divisions: streets, parks, forestry, street lighting), 
Central Services (divisions: administrative support, human resources,
information technology, buildings/facilities), clerk, treasurer (division:
city assessor), City Attorney, Engineering (divisions: engineering
services, building inspection services), Community Development,
Health, Library, Recreation, Finance and Legal.

For more information about the City’s structure and the roles of
leadership positions, residents can consult the City’s annual operating
budget at oakcreekwi.org/budget. The functions and responsibilities of
Mayor, Common Council, City Administrator and all the department
and division leaders in the City are described in detail, including the
public services each provide to our taxpayers.

CITy Of OAK CREEK: MESSAGE fROM THE CITy ADMINISTRATOR

“S

CITY LEADERSHIP 
IN ACTION
By Andrew Vickers, City Administrator
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Oak Creek City Administrator
Andrew Vickers
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ALDI
410 W. Drexel Ave.
(855) 955-2534
aldi.us

BADGER CDL
6508 S. Howell Ave., Suite 102
(262) 902-6860 
badgercdl.com

BATTLE COMPANy ACTION PARK
9100 S. Nicholson Rd.
(888) 798-9616
battlecompany.com

CHARLES SCHWAB
7640 S. 6th St., Suite 105
(414) 219-1982
schwab.com

fIRST WATCH
120 W. Town Square Way, Suite 200
(414) 409-1414
firstwatch.com

GRIffIN ORTHODONTICS
2603 W. Rawson Ave., Suite 104
(414) 328-0704
griffinortho.com

MACS
120 W. Town Square Way
(414) 215-7733
macandcheeseshop.com

MERRy MAIDS
9555 S. Chicago Rd.
(414) 375-4824
merrymaids.com/oak-creek

VERIZON
120 W. Town Square Way, Suite 100
(414) 216-0805
verizonwireless.com

Welcome to these Oak Creek businesses!
STOP IN, SAy HELLO AND WELCOME THEM TO OUR CITy
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arm weather is right around the corner, 
and the City of Oak Creek Tourism and
Celebrations Commissions have events

planned all summer long. Here is what you
can look forward to!

OAK CREEK TRAVELING fOOD TRUCK TOUR
Wednesdays, May 22, June 26, July 17, August 28, September 25
4-9 p.m. • Drexel Town Square
The food trucks are back! Visit Drexel Town Square on select
Wednesday nights to enjoy food trucks, craft beer, live music and fun
games for the whole family. Don’t miss this tasty summer tradition!

OAK CREEK fARMERS MARKET
Saturdays • June 1-October 19 (no market July 13)
Stop by Drexel Town Square Saturday mornings to pick up locally
grown farm fresh foods. The market features vine-ripened produce
along with artisan cheeses, meats, honey and flowers. Seasonal items
such as strawberries and sweet corn are available at their peak of
freshness. In addition to vendors, the Oak Creek Farmers Market
features live music and family entertainment. 

New this year! A Children’s Area sponsored by Ebenezer Child
Care, a Seniors at the Market Program sponsored by Froedtert, 
and a monthly Makers Market. Visit oakcreekfarmersmarket.com .

OC BEER GARDEN AT ABENDSCHEIN PARK
Thursday, June 6-Sunday, June 9
Thurs.-friday 4-9 p.m. • Saturday 12-9 p.m. • Sunday 12-8 p.m. 
Back by popular demand! The Oak Creek Beer Garden will take
place in June for the third year at Abendschein Park. The City is
partnering with the League of Wisconsin Craft Breweries to bring 
a new beer line up each day! Try brews from Broken Bat Brewing, 
Explorium Brewpub, Mobcraft and more! 

This year we’ll have
TWELVE rotating
beers on tap and
feature live music
from great local 
musicians. 
Musical lineup:
Thursday: Eric Algae Duo
Friday: Cheap Shots
Saturday: Joe Wray, Failure to Launch
Sunday: Ethan Keller, Alison Helf

SUMMER SOULSTICE
Saturday, June 15 • 4-11 p.m. • Drexel Town Square
Don’t miss this annual summer kickoff, the Summer Soulstice – 
an evening full of good food and great music to feed your soul!
Come early to enjoy dinner at one of many local restaurants or from
one of the Food Trucks on the scene. The music will begin at 4:30
p.m. with the current and classic hits of Dirty Boogie. Stick around
for the country stylings of Stetsin and Lace, who will be taking the
stage from 7:30 until 11 p.m. There will be plenty to eat, drink and
keep you moving to the beat!

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHTS
fridays • June 28, July 26, August 16 • 8 p.m.
Drexel Town Square
Once again, we are setting up a big screen under the stars in Drexel
Town Square! Bring chairs and blankets to watch family films on 
select Fridays at 8 p.m. You can grab a snack at one of our Drexel
Town Square restaurants, or pack a picnic. The show starts at dusk,
but you’ll want to arrive early to snag a good spot! 

W

CITy Of OAK CREEK: SUMMER EVENTS

HOT TOWN, 
SUMMER IN THE CITY!
OAK CREEK WELCOMES 
THE SEASON WITH FUN, 
EXCITING SPECIAL EVENTS

Meeting friends at one of 
Oak Creek’s Beer Gardens.

The Oak Creek Farmers Market 
kicks off on Saturday, June 1.



DOG DAyS AT DREXEL
friday, July 12 • 4-8 p.m. 
Saturday, July 13 • 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Drexel Town Square
The fourth annual Dog Days at
Drexel will take place Friday-
Saturday, July 12-13, at Drexel Town Square. This free community
event will feature Pier Pups canine dock diving, entertaining 
demonstrations, live music and over 40 dog related vendors! 

Does your dog love to swim and chase a toy into the water? If so,
sign up for Pier Pups Dock Diving. New to Pier Pups? Sign up for
our Friday night training session. Each session will be 5 minutes long,
and you will be assisted by a Pier Pups instructor. 

To sign up for a training session or the Saturday competition,
please visit the Pier Pups website at pierpups.com/events.

THE CONfLUENCE: A GATHERING 
AT LAKE VISTA PARK
July 20 • 3-9 p.m. • Lake Vista Park
New this year! The Confluence is a free, family-friendly outdoor 
festival featuring public art installations by featured artists, brought
to us by NEWaukee (see pg 33).

OC BEER GARDEN AT LAKE VISTA PARK
Thursday, August 8-Sunday, August 11
Thurs.-friday 4 -9 p.m. • Saturday 12-9 p.m. • Sunday 12-8 p.m. 
Lake Vista Park will once again host the Oak Creek Beer Garden.

Don’t miss this chance to check out
Oak Creek’s lakefront from the City’s
newest park. Once again, the City 
will be partnering with the League of 
Wisconsin Craft Breweries to bring a
new beer line-up each day. Try brews
from Broken Bat Brewing, Explorium
Brewpub, Mobcraft and more! This
year we’ll have TWELVE rotating
beers on tap and feature live music
from great local musicians. 
Musical lineup:
Thursday: Marr’lo Parada
Friday: Retreaters/Orange Whips
Saturday: Dog House Charlie
Sunday: Ethan Keller, Marr’lo Parada

Additional details for all Oak Creek’s summer events can be found
at visitoakcreek.com. 
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• JUNE 19
6:30 p.m. Pre-Show UW Marching Band Echoes of 
Camp Randall  • 7 p.m. The Crisis
• JULY 10
6:30 p.m. Pre-Show Milwaukee Police & fire Pipe 
and Drum Band • 7 p.m. Screamin’ Cucumbers
• JULY 24
6:30 p.m. Pre-Show TBD • 7 p.m. Mt. Olive
• AUGUST 7
6:30 p.m. Pre -Show Oak Creek High School Jazz Knights
7 p.m. Super fly (Make a food donation to win sports prizes.)
Plus, raffle prizes! 50/50 raffles supporting The Center’s 
educational scholarship fund

25th Anniversary
SUMMER CONCERT CELEBRATION

At The Oak Creek Community Center • fREE
In case of rain, we move inside. Bring your lawn chairs 

and blankets. Food/drinks available for purchase. 

Wednesday
Nights 

RAIN OR
SHINE!

The oak Creek Community Center
8580 s. Howell ave. • oak Creek
occenter.com • (414) 768-5840

SERVICE & AMENITIES

• Fully equipped kitchen in
every suite    

• Free hot breakfast   
• In A Pinch Market    
• Indoor Pool    
• Fitness Room  
• Business Center  
• Free Wireless Internet

• Airport Shuttle  

location & convenience

TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT®

MILWAUKEE OAK CREEK

7980 South Market Street • Oak Creek, WI 53154

414.764.7980 • Marriott.com/mkeok
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he Friends of the
Oak Creek Public
Library hosted

their ever-popular
plant sale in early

May to help fund 
programs and projects.

During the first weekend of May from
the 3rd to the 4th, there was a large turnout
for the plant sale hosted by the Friends
group. Sponsored by the non-profit Oak
Creek Public Library Foundation, the event
is not new to the area, but the crowd that it
draws continues to grow every year.

Going strong for five summers, the sale
has become a usual seasonal sight inside the
Multi-purpose Room and the Civic Center
that connects the Library with City Hall.
Hanging baskets, colorful containers of
flowers, herb pots, and an assortment of
tomato and pepper plants adorn tables
stretching far down the building’s main 
hallways. 

For the last three years, everything has
been sourced from local business Tehan
Greenhouses, Inc., located at 1515 East
Rawson Avenue. The Friends of the Library
sell the plants at the same rate as the 
greenhouse and are given a generous 
percentage of the sales. In turn, these funds
go toward supporting the Library and its
many programs, projects and future plans.
Tehan’s products are top-notch, and the
business’ generosity is appreciated both 
by the Friends and the wider community.

Why did this event take off in the first
place? According to Sharon Armstrong, 

President of the Oak Creek Public Library
Board of Trustees, “The plant sale began
as a fundraiser so that the Friends group
could sponsor the summer reading program 
performers. To date, that amount is about
$3,000 per year.” 

The Summer Reading Program attracts
participants of all ages, so raising enough
funds to fuel the festivities is still the driving
goal. The Friends also purchase library-
related items not allotted for in the annual
budget, sponsor author visits, support movie
nights, and even secure supplies for projects
like the popular “book clock” art pieces seen
throughout the building. As Armstrong puts
it, “The sales were so great that we decided
to continue, and it gets bigger and better every
year. The support we receive is incredible.”

The Friends of the Library is entirely
made up of volunteers. At the sale, they act
as cashiers and do lot of legwork, moving the
plants in and out of the building and arranging
them for display. To help them out, there are
student volunteers hailing from the Oak
Creek East Middle School Ambassadors as
well as Oak Creek High School’s National
Honor Society and the Renaissance Leadership
Team. These students do a fantastic job, and
the event could not go on without their
combined time and effort. 

It would seem that everyone in the 
community does his/her part: The City itself
backs the sale and has allowed the use of the
central facility year after year. Local businesses
in Drexel Town Square not only support the
endeavor, but hand out flyers to their 
customers to spread the word.

For those keeping a close eye on the 
holidays, the plant sale is always hosted the
weekend prior to Mother’s Day. “It is so
much fun  to see kids come with their
money and buy something for Mom,” 
Armstrong says. “Usually Dads are there,
too, helping them out.” 

It’s not always sunshine and roses,
though. Four or five years ago, when the
OC Library was still housed in its original
building on Howell Avenue, the sale was held
outdoors on a weekend with non-stop rain.
April showers might bring May flowers, but
it was a cold couple of days. Members of the
Friends group were not deterred, of course,
and they are still grateful that the event is
now hosted in the nice, dry indoors.

To show your support, consider doing
some of your garden shopping at next year’s
plant sale. Looking to volunteer your time?
Becoming a member of the Friends is now
free. Simply fill out an online application or
stop by the Library to request a form. 
For more information, call (414) 766-7900
or visit oakcreeklibrary.org/friends.

T

CITy Of OAK CREEK: LIBRARy PLANT SALE

PLENTY OF FLOWERS AT 5th ANNUAL
PLANT SALE   By Rachel Rose, Librarian 
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Award-Winning senior Living

400 E. Centennial Dr. • 414.762.7762 • wimmercommunities.com
(first stoplight south of Puetz Rd. and east of Howell Ave.)
2016 Recipient of AOMA Affordable Housing Property Excellence Award <100 units

enJoY An inDePenDenT LiFesTYLe ...
• Spacious 1- and 2-bedroom units
• Salon, chapel and store
• Free laundry facilities
• Free heated, underground parking
• Fitness center and game room
• Outdoor pool
• Pet friendly (under 30 lbs.)

• Great location 
• Free transportation shopping
• Wellness clinic
• 24/7 maintenance
• Non-smoking
• Heated storage lockers
• Income limits may apply

CALL ToDAY  
To sCHeDuLe 
YouR TouR!

Property 
Excellence
Award 
Winner

Like us on 

New to the Oak Creek Public Library this year is the “Not Your
Mother’s Library” literary podcast. Intended for lovers of books,
movies and other media, the podcast is co-hosted by librarians
Melody and Rachel who discuss their latest reads and give plenty of
recommendations for listeners. Episodes are thematic and release
on a monthly basis in a relaxed format. Episodes range from 20 to
30 minutes each with topics including reader’s choice, steampunk,
science and more. Expect some special guest appearances and 
collaborations, too!

Whether you decide to listen in for just a few minutes or choose
to stay for an entire chapter, chances are this podcast will feature
something of interest even for the most discerning of bibliophiles.
Check out what your local librarians have been reading at 
soundcloud.com/notyourmotherslibrary, on iTunes, or your favorite
podcast app. Don’t forget to participate by spreading the word on
social media with #NotYourMothersLibrary.

A PODCAST 
FOR READERS

CITY OF OAK CREEK: LIBRARY PODCAST
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CITy Of OAK CREEK: BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT ARENA AMERICAS

magine you’re in
charge of planning
your child’s high
school graduation

party. Where – 
and how – will you 

comfortably entertain all
of the family and friends that will attend this
special occasion? 

Now imagine you’re in charge of planning
the U.S. Open Championship and need to
host the world’s most elite golfers and 
thousands of spectators for this weeklong
sporting event. 

Did you know that an Oak Creek 
business, Arena Americas, can handle both?
Arena Americas isn’t just a supplier of tents,
but everything to fill them, from tables and
chairs to linens and glassware. And a walk
through their new headquarters in the
Oakview Business Park demonstrates there
is nothing simple about this company’s work. 

In 2013, Arena Group, an event solutions
business based in the United Kingdom, 
expanded to the U.S. with the acquisition of
Karl’s Event Services. Karl’s was founded in
1964 in Milwaukee as a full-service equipment
and party store. They moved their operations
to 10th Street in Oak Creek in 1996 and set
up a design and manufacturing facility on
Bell Court several years later. As the 
business grew, so did their reputation, 

establishing them as one of the top event-
rental companies in the country. 

Joining forces with Arena Group was a
natural fit. “Arena Americas is a local company
with national and global horsepower,” states
Matt Holt, vice president of commercial 
operations, “We haven’t forgotten our roots.”

Combined with their coast-to-coast
branch locations in Illinois, Florida, California
and New Jersey, Arena Americas employs
approximately 500 people, a number that
increases to 650 during peak event season
with the hiring of temporary help. Locally,
165 people work out of their Oak Creek 
facility. 

When the company began to outgrow its
existing footprint, they had no intention of
leaving the area, and ultimately found an
ideal location for a brand-new facility in 
Oak Creek. The new 105,000 sq.-ft. facility
at 10861 S. Howell Ave. allows the company
to house their entire Midwest operation
under one roof for the first time, with room
for growth. 

As soon as you enter the lobby of the
building, your vision is drawn to the impeccably
staged showroom of “Well Dressed Tables,”
the newest division of Arena Americas.
Featuring an assortment of coordinated
chairs and tables accented by colorful linens,
and set with beautiful china, glassware, and
flatware, these real-life examples of their 

offerings provide immediate inspiration for a
client’s dream event.

However, the nerve center of the business
is the enormous warehouse that serves as
storage for the more than 27,000 types of
products and components Arena Americas
offers. If looking at the showroom isn’t
enough to inspire you, a glance around the
tall rows of shelves – which contain everything
from pallets of glassware to stacks of chairs
and bundles of tent vinyl – just might. But
despite the sheer quantity of items required
for a successful event, the building layout
provides for easy retrieval and staging of each
job’s materials. Having space dedicated to this
function improves the accuracy of the order
and ensures that it will be loaded into the
truck correctly for safe travel – two elements
that ultimately translate to a better experience
for their customers.

The warehouse space serves several other
essential functions necessary for the goal of
customer satisfaction. Industrial-size washing
machines and dishwashers clean used linens
and tableware after an event. A state-of-
the-art flat panel washing machine cleans
the hundreds of thousands of square feet of
tent vinyl in the company’s inventory. After
each job, the tents are washed and then 
suspended from the ceiling, with rigging 
resembling a large sailboat, to dry. Each
piece is then inspected, graded and put back

I

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT:
ARENA AMERICAS
ALL THE
WORLD’S 
A STAGE 
FOR ARENA
AMERICAS

An overhead view of Milwaukee’s
Lakefront Festival of the Arts
with tents that were installed by
Arena Americas.
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on the shelf, so they are ready for use by 
the next customer.

Temporary structures are the cornerstone
of Arena Americas’ business today. With
tents ranging in size from 10 by 10 feet and
up to 200 feet wide, they have temporary
structures for any event. With accent 
lighting, flooring and climate control solutions
readily available, however, these spaces look
and feel anything but temporary!

In addition to the traditional pole tents
that most people are familiar with, Arena
Americas also offers spacious clearspan tents
that create a wide-open space ideal for a
special event or to cover a large item, such 
as an airplane. With an in-house design and
manufacturing operation known as Eventec,
the company can design and produce 
custom structures of all sizes, to suit a 
customer’s specific needs.

One such design, the temporary event
space built for the Frieze Art Fair on 
Randall’s Island in New York, currently holds
two Guinness World Records. The massive
serpentine clearspan structure, a quarter of a
mile in length, was named the largest single-
unit marquee in 2012; the 275,000 sq. ft. 
of flooring that the structure was installed on
set a record for the largest temporary stage.  

Arena Americas has also received 

numerous 
industry awards,
including last
year’s Gala
Award for Best
Achievement in Event Rental Support for
their work at the 99th Annual PGA 
Championship at Quail Hollow in Charlotte,
N.C. Their installations have been part of
countless large-scale events across the 
country including New York Fashion Week,
the Kentucky Derby, the Chicago
Marathon, Lollapalooza and the Super Bowl. 

Closer to home, Arena Americas has had
a hand in the Harley-Davidson 105th 
Anniversary Celebration, Summerfest, the
EAA AirVenture, the Green Bay Packers
Tundra Tailgate Zone, and perhaps even your
child’s high school graduation party. 

“Yes, Arena Americas does all of those
large events,” states Holt, “but if you need 
a rack of glasses, or if you’re doing a first 
birthday party in your house, or if you need 
a backyard tent for a small wedding . . . that
same company is right here for you in Oak
Creek. You can walk in the door and sit down
with someone who can help you create a
perfect experience. Every event we do is of
equal value to us, and is going to receive the
same commitment from us.” 

Paul Bryant, Arena Americas’ CEO, 
credits an engaged workforce for this start-to-
finish commitment to customer satisfaction.
A single event can involve 50 or more 
Arenas employees. “Our employees come
\in each day with head, heart and hands in
the game. Each person that touches an
event contributes to the end goal,” he notes.
Whether washing vinyl, stacking glasses,
staging supplies, driving a truck, or setting 
up and taking down an installation, each staff
member understands the importance of
what they’re doing as part of the process.

“There is a satisfaction derived from 
creating an environment for good times,”
observes Bryant, “We start with somebody’s
vision – they know what they want, but not
necessarily how to get there – and we take
them to success. We get a chance to do this
every single day.” 

Are you interested in working for
Arena Americas? Visit
arenaamericas.com/about/careers/.

Arena Americas
10861 S. Howell Ave. • arenaamericas.com

Arena Americas helped with the setup of the U.S. Open
at Erin Hills Golf Course.

Arena Americas can handle any size or type of event, including the rental and
set-up of tents, tables, chairs, linens and decorations.
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Discover Wisconsin: Oak Creek 
“Reinvented and on the Rise”
In 2018, the Discover Wisconsin team spent
time filming events, businesses, and notable
landmarks, capturing the spirit of our great
city! Now completed, the Oak Creek
episode of this popular local television 
program will air on June 1 and 2 on WITI TV
6 (FOX). Tune in, or set your DVR!

Can’t wait that long? Then join us at a
special sneak peek premiere on Wednesday,
May 29, at 6 p.m. at the Oak Creek 
Community Center, 8580 S. Howell 
Avenue. Join Discover Wisconsin hosts
Mariah Haberman and Eric Paulsen as they
highlight the best of Oak Creek with an 
advanced viewing of the episode. Cash bar
and appetizers will be available. Seating will
be first-come, first-served, with additional
standing room.

first Watch Holds OCfD fundraiser
One of Oak Creek’s newest restaurants,
First Watch (at Drexel Town Square),
opened its doors at the end of March with a
friends and family pre-opening event/fundraiser.  

While guests enjoyed a fresh, made-to-
order breakfast or lunch, First Watch 

collected donations for the Oak Creek 
Fire Department for the purchase of a 
second LUCAS Device. This tool assists first 
responders and EMTs by providing effective
and uninterrupted chest compressions on
sudden cardiac arrest patients, and allows
crews to more effectively provide other vital
treatments in addition to delivering CPR.  

Oak Creek Fire staff were on-site at the
event, teaching hands-only CPR, a lifesaving
skill that anyone can learn and everyone
should know.

One hundred percent of the donations
collected over the weekend (totalling
$3,788.22) went directly to the Oak Creek
Fire Department. The OCFD wants to
thank First Watch for their efforts, as well as
the patrons of its restaurant who generously
donated to this important cause.

Stella & Chewy’s Donates food to
OCPD K-9s
One of Oak Creek’s businesses, Stella &
Chewy’s, has made a significant contribution
to the Oak Creek Police K-9 program. A
company committed to providing nutritious
food for pets through a raw diet, Stella &
Chewy’s has graciously offered to provide
their dog food free of charge to the
OCPD’s two K-9s.

The Oak Creek Police Department’s two
K-9 officers are K-9 Nox and K-9 Stanley.
K-9 Nox, handled by Officer Dawn 
Hanizeski, is a German Shepherd, dually
trained in both patrol and drug work. K-9
Stanley, a Belgian Malinois, handled by 
Officer Mike Musa, is another dual-purpose
dog. These dogs use their skills hundreds of

times a year performing vehicle searches on
traffic stops, helping look for lost children
and searching buildings that have been 
broken into, among other duties. (Read
more about the OCPD K-9 program in the
spring 2017 issue of the Current.)

Stella & Chewy’s was founded in 1998 by
Marie Moody. At the recommendation of a
veterinarian, Moody began to feed her ailing
dog a raw diet, but struggled to find a dog
food company that offered this specialized
food. When both of her dogs – Stella and
Chewy – thrived on this new diet, she 
became, as she describes it, an “accidental
dog food entrepreneur.” 

The company moved its headquarters
from Milwaukee to Oak Creek’s Oakview
Business Park in 2015 and has been a 
wonderful community partner ever since.
The company makes both dog and cat food,
including kibble, treats, wet food and frozen
options that can be found at your local
neighborhood pet store.

K-9s Nox and Stanley, and the rest of 
the Police Department, would like to thank
Stella and Chewy’s for their generous, 
on-going donation.  

Lake Vista Park Receives 
Real Estate Award
The Milwaukee Business Journal recently
awarded the City’s Lake Vista Park project
with a 2019 Real Estate Award in the 
category of Best Public Project. The City,
along with project partners Rinka, Smith-
Group, and Rasch Construction & 
Engineering, Inc., were honored during the
Business Journal’s Real Estate Awards 
ceremony on May 2 in Milwaukee, and
highlighted in their May 3 publication.
The 50-acre Lake Vista Park revitalized Oak
Creek’s lakefront with beautiful community
amenities, such as a playground, natural
walking paths, bird blinds, open-air covered
shelters and a 2,500-sq.-ft. pavilion. The
Park will host The Confluence (see pg. 33)
and the City’s August Beer Garden (see pg.
21). We encourage all residents to visit our
award-winning park, and experience it for
themselves!
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ASCENSION MARTIAL ARTS
200 e. oak st. (next to eva’s bridal) 

(414) 856-9100
ascensionma.com • ascensionma1@gmail.com

2019 SUMMER SPECIAL!
Three months for ONLy $199
(Includes uniform – with this coupon only)

Ascension Martial Arts is the premier martial arts school
in Oak Creek, offering adult, child and family classes. Join us for
Taekwondo, Jiu-Jitsu, Kickboxing, Personal Fitness and more! 

At Ascension Martial Arts, you will rise to your potential 
and soar to new heights with personalized instruction to 
help you gain confidence and discipline – and have fun! 

Serving Oak Creek for
More Than 20 Years!
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South Suburban Chamber Executive 
Director To Retire
Barbara Wesener, executive director of the
South Suburban Chamber of Commerce has
announced her retirement, effective May 31.
Wesener has served in this role since 2005, and
has been instrumental in promoting the interests
of business members in Oak Creek, Franklin and
the surrounding communities during her tenure.

In her retirement, she is looking forward to
doing volunteer work, traveling and gardening. We want to thank 
her for her years of service to our community, helping our local 
businesses to grow and succeed, and wish her a long, healthy, and
happy retirement!

Congratulations to 
Chris Guzikowski, 
2018 Citizen of the year
Chris Guzikowski, Alderman and life-
long Oak Creek resident, has been se-
lected as the 2018 Oak Creek Citizen
of the Year for his dedicated volun-
teerism in our community. A celebra-
tion will be held in his honor on Friday,
June 15, at the Oak Creek Commu-
nity Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave.  The event will begin at 5:30 p.m.
with a meet and greet, cash bar and appetizers, followed by the Citi-
zen of the Year program at 6:30.  

Tickets to the event are $25 and can be purchased at the Community
Center before Wednesday, June 5. The ticket price includes appetizers
and a contribution towards a $500 award presented to an Oak Creek
High School senior who has performed more than 500 hours of
community service.

Persons or groups who wish to speak at the event should contact
Jeff Sageser no later than Friday, June 7, at (414) 702-0198 or
Jeff.Sageser@gmail.com.

Nucor Awarded Top Work Place Award by 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Nucor Cold Finish Wisconsin, Inc., at 7200 S. 6th St. in Oak 
Creek, was recently awarded Top Work Places To Work in 2019 by
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. Nucor is also one of 13 companies
that have been named to the Top Work Place list each of the past 
10 years. 

Nucor prides itself on never laying off any employees for lack of
work. The company keeps its staff of about 70 people busy all the
time, cross training if necessary to keep them working even during

slow times. Nucor also is unique for emphasizing pay for performance
with weekly production bonuses. Incentive-based compensation 
applies to those on the shop floor all the way up the CEO.

Nucor is the largest steelmaker in North America, headquartered
in Charlotte , North Carolina.  

Oak Creek Business Owner Chosen as Wisconsin 
Small Business Person of the year
Stacy Tuschl of the Academy of Performing Arts in Oak Creek and
Franklin has been chosen by the U.S. Small Business Administration
as the Wisconsin Small Business Person of the Year. Tuschl is invited
to join other U.S. state and territory winners at ceremonies in 
Washington, D.C., in May to receive her individual award, which also
makes her a candidate for the 2019 National Small Business Person
of the Year. Tuschl will be honored in Wisconsin at the state’s 34th
annual SCORE/SBA Awards Breakfast on May 10 at the Marriott
Milwaukee West in Waukesha.

floor Coverings International franchise Owner Receives
Highest Award from Angie’s List
Floor Coverings International in Oak Creek has earned the home
service industry’s coveted Angie’s List Super Service Award (SSA).
The award honors service professionals who have maintained 
exceptional service ratings and reviews on Angie’s List in 2018. The
business has a wide selection of carpeting, hardwoods and luxury
vinyl, that is brought to the client in a mobile showroom. You can
reach franchise owner Dave Paeske at (414) 813-5667.

Business Relocations
The following Oak Creek businesses have recently relocated and 
can now be found at these new addresses:
• Arena Americas 10861 S. Howell Ave. • (414) 831-7000

arenaamericas.com
• Krickette’s 640 E. Ryan Rd. • (414) 775-2017 • krickettes.com
• PC Logistics 7000 S. 10th St. • (414) 856-1800

pclogisticsllc.com

M I L E S T O N E S
CITy Of OAK CREEK: MILESTONES

our new “MIlesTones” column features celebratory dates, anniversaries and special occasions for our oak Creek 
businesses and non-profit groups. If your business is celebrating a “milestone” or receiving an award, please contact us!  

Barb Wesener

Chris Guzikowski

Dave Paeske is the franchise owner of 
Floor Coverings International in Oak Creek.
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CITy Of OAK CREEK: BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT REDWALL SCREEN PRINTING

bUsIness sPoTlIgHT: 
ReDWall sCReen PRInTIng

a sMall 
CoMPany WITH
bIg, CReaTIve
IDeas

n talking with Jeff
Meilander about
screen printing,
one can almost

sense printing ink
flowing through his

veins. As entrepreneur
owner and president of Redwall Screen
Printing in Oak Creek (7655 S. 6th St.),
Meilander knows every aspect of screen
printing like the back of his hand. His thriving
business serves local, regional and national
customers with custom-designed imprints
for apparel and accessories, including men’s
and women’s T-shirts, hoodies, jackets, hats,
promotional items and more.

The underlying story of how Meilander
turned his teenage hobby into this highly

successful business venture from the ground
up is indeed a fascinating one. It all began
when he was still in high school and started
screen printing shirts in his parent’s garage.
And the rest, as they say, is history.  

After graduating from Nicolet High
School in Glendale, Meilander and his friends
embarked on a summer tour with their punk
band. In order to fuel their 1983 Ford
Econoline van, they needed a revenue
source, so they printed hundreds of shirts,
hoodies and patches by hand in the nights
before they left for their 5-week tour. Soon
after, Meilander realized that his self-taught
T-shirt printing ability was a viable way to
make some extra money. It didn’t take long
until he was printing shirts for friends’ bands,
local businesses and even his old high school. 

By 2002, while living on Milwaukee’s east
side and attending UWM, Meilander was
printing piles of shirts in his basement every
night. The house was blue, and the basement
was red brick. One very late evening, he
mentioned to a friend that he needed a name
for the growing screen-printing business 
taking shape in the basement. And his friend
commented, “Well, you’re always down here
surrounded by that red brick wall. Why not
call it Redwall?" And so, Redwall Screen
Printing was officially born.

In 2005, Meilander moved the operation
to Bay View, quit his other part-time jobs
and went all in to make Redwall a “real business.”
Over the next 10 years, he expanded into
multiple buildings, added an arsenal of printing
equipment, and by 2014 had a staff of more

I

Jeff Meilander is the owner
and president of Redwall

Screen Printing 
in Oak Creek.

Meilander and staff check out
a digital printout.



than 50. In 2015, he moved the business
again – this time from a 25,000-sq.-ft.
building in Saint Francis to its current
97,000 sq.-ft. Oak Creek home. The added
space has enabled Redwall to greatly increase
its capacity and capabilities once again. 
Redwall currently employs 93 people during
two shifts per day.  

So what gives Redwall that competitive
edge when compared to other screen printers?
Meilander is quick to admit that he always
strives to give his customers exactly what
they want. “I hate to say no,” he says.
“When Redwall was smaller, it drove me
crazy to say no. Whether it was a timeline, 
a print style or garment request, any time I
couldn’t “deliver,” it pushed me to find a way
to never let it happen again. The result was
learning unique printing techniques, investing
in bigger and faster equipment, taking on 
additional decoration methods like embroidery,
and relocating to larger facilities where 
Redwall could handle even the most 
challenging customer needs.

With clients across the U.S., the majority
are promotional products distributors, 
advertising agencies, marketing firms, retail
outlets and e-commerce sellers with a 
national – and even an international – sales
reach. And each product is unique. For 
example, Redwall recently printed about
15,000 boxes for the athletic clothing 
company Outdoor Voices. This was fairly
unique for them, since they usually print 
apparel, and the items being printed were
odd-shaped, custom-cut corrugated 
cardboard. “It required a bit of trial and error,
but they turned out great and were used to
ship yoga pants to consumers all over the
world,” explains Meilander.  

With an arsenal of 15 automatic presses
(up to 18 colors), 6 manual presses and 
additional digital and embroidery equipment,
Redwall prints everything from T-shirts to
hoodies to hats, jackets, tote bags, Frisbees
and more. The company’s superior machines
are capable of churning out more than
100,000 shirts per day printed in a variety
of effects – vibrant, worn-in, flashy or
jumbo – you name the effect and they can
make it happen. Posters, stickers, business
cards and iPod cases are additional examples
of items that can be printed – almost any flat
surface can be accommodated.    

Both manual and automatic equipment
enable Redwall to offer up to 14 colors per
print location. And combined with a large
array of printing options, such as metallic,
foil, water-based, discharge, puff and glow 
in the dark, the company stands ready and 
willing to create a unique T-shirt to fit 
whatever project you have. Whether you’re
in need of 15 custom tees for a sports team,
150 shirts for your band or 15,000 pieces for a
promotional event, Redwall’s got you covered.

In addition, Redwall recently did some
printing for a well-known local motorcycle
manufacturer that involved a high color
count simulated process print, as well as
printing over the entire front of pocket tees.
Printing over seams can be challenging, but
with the right ink set-up, equipment and
know how, the company is able to achieve
great looking prints on items not easily
printed.  

‘“Hot market” printing is always challenging,
but super fun,” says Meilander. This is what
can happen if the Packers win the Super
Bowl in 2020 (cross your fingers), and 
Redwall will need to print tens of thousands
of shirts within hours of the end of the game.
As a comparison, Redwall printed about
75,000 shirts when the Cubs won the World
Series in 2016. And had the Brewers made it
all the way in 2018, Redwall was ready to
print around 125,000 shirts within only a
few days. However, don’t forget if a local
band calls Redwall on Tuesday looking for
shirts for its show on Friday night, they’re
ready to meet that deadline as well. 

Redwall is sensitive to a changing market,
and whatever is most popular to print. “You
can never go wrong with a classic black 

T-shirt,” says Meilander. “However, we’re
seeing an increase in pastel colors and lots 
of pocket tees these days. We’re also seeing
more looser-fitting women’s apparel, 
contrary to the tighter-fitting, baby-doll-
style T-shirts that were popular for years.”
Plus, the introduction of digital apparel 
printing and embroidery are two main focus
areas for the company as it continues to grow.

It is obvious that Jeff Meilander takes
great pride in running his business. “It
means a lot when employee tells me that
they love their jobs,” he reports. “Our business
philosophy is simple: we want to provide a
stimulating place for both our customers and
our employees to succeed!”     

“Oak Creek has been a great place to 
operate my business and the City has been
tremendously supportive and helpful,” 
Meilander shares. “The growth that Oak
Creek has seen recently is impressive, and 
I am very proud to be a part of it.” And the
City, of course, is proud to count Redwall as
one of its most fascinating businesses. Their
large capacity and diverse service offering,
paired with an amazingly talented and highly
experienced staff, make Redwall the best 
apparel decorator in the business. There is no
order too big or too small for this innovative
and customer-oriented company!  
Redwall Screen Printing
7655 S. 6th St. • Oak Creek
(414) 570-9138 • redwallprints.com 

Photos courtesy of Saturn Lounge Photography, 
Alwaysbee Photography and Around the Corner 
with John McGivern.
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Milwaukee celebrity John McGivern tried out his skills at screen
printing during the taping of his show, “Around the Corner,” that
was filmed in Oak Creek during summer 2018.

Rows of stacked boxes filled with blank 
T-shirts are ready for customized printing. 
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ADVERTISE IN THE 
SEPTEMBER ISSUE Of THE

OAK CREEK CURRENT
Reserve your ad space today in the Autumn

issue of the Current – mailed to EVERY 
household and business in Oak Creek, 
with extra copies distributed to local 
advertisers, high-traffic locations and 

area realtors – more than 18,500 copies! 

Directly target your customers 
and clients in this cost-effective, 

city-endorsed publication. 

Call (414) 215-7999, email
info@oakcreekmagazine.com or 

visit oakcreekmagazine.com 
for more information. 
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SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

CALL 414-766-2100
701 E. Puetz Rd. • Oak Creek
meadowmereoakcreek.com

Should Your Parents Be

HOME ALONE?

Don’t let a crisis event dictate 
when they should move...

LET US HELP.
Senior living designed with  

your parents in mind.

• Independent Living
• Assisted Living
• Advanced Care

“In the heart of Oak Creek”

THE CONFLUENCE
A GATHERING AT LAKE VISTA PARK
SATURDAY, JULY 20 • 3-9 P.M.
At The Confluence, Oak Creek’s Lake Vista Park will come alive
with live music and entertainment, food trucks, an artist market
and a pop-up craft beer village. NEWaukee’s free, family-friendly
outdoor festival will feature artists creating public art installations
live on site, that will remain on display in the park for several weeks
after the event for the community to enjoy. 

People of all ages and backgrounds will enjoy the diverse range 
of activities planned, as well as the breathtaking panoramic views 
of Lake Michigan. The Confluence pop-up craft beer village will
highlight local breweries including Eagle Park, Gathering Place
Brewing, MKE Brewing Company, MobCraft Beer, Sprecher and
Third Space Brewing. 

“We’re so excited to partner with the City of Oak Creek on 
The Confluence,” says Angela Damiani, co-founder and CEO of
NEWaukee. “This is a great opportunity to showcase this new 
community asset to Oak Creek residents and our audience at large.”

NEWaukee is seeking applications from qualified artists over the
age of 18 to create temporary public art installations in Lake Vista
Park for The Confluence. To learn more and apply, please visit
newaukee.com/confluence-art.

Lake Vista Park along Lake Michigan
will be the site of a new summer event,
The Confluence.
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SUMMER’S HERE!
We are so excited that summer is finally upon us! our City has plenty
in store for you this season. see here what’s been recently taking place –
and then check out the summer calendar on pages 37-38! 

1. The equipment is impressive at Redwall Screen Printing in Oak Creek,
one of the area’s leading screen printers for everything from T-shirts to
promotional items (see pg. 30). 2. Students from Oak Creek Elementary
Schools collected more than 15,700 food items for local food pantries
during their annual spring food drive (see pg. 12). 3. Oak Creek High
School’s winter musical, “Little Shop of Horrors,” was nominated for 22
Jerry awards.  (see pg. 10). 4. Oak Creek’s annual Easter Egg Hunt was in
full force at Drexel Town Square as little ones searched high and low for
their eggs.  5. The Oak Creek High School Renaissance Club makes a 
difference by volunteering in the community. The Club was named the
Salvation Army’s 2019 Youth Volunteer Group of the Year (see pg. 10). 

O U T  A N D  A B O U T  I N  T H     
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    H E  C I T Y  O F  O A K  C R E E K

6. The new First Watch restaurant at Drexel Town Square held a fundraiser for the Oak Creek Fire Department. Monies
collected will be used to purchase a LUCAS device, that assists first responders and EMTs by providing uninterrupted chest
compressions on sudden cardiac arrest patients.  7. Independent branch leader Nick Drenzek has brought Charles Schwab
to the Oak Creek area. Nick and his wife, Kristin, were joined by family, friends, clients, Chamber members and local partners
for the grand opening. As part of the grand opening festivities, Nick made a donation to the Peaceful Warrior Training
Group, an organization focused on supporting first responders (see photo on pg.19). The Oak Creek Independent Branch 
is located at 7940 S. 6th St., suite 105. 8. Governor Tony Evers (left) made a stop in Oak Creek on April 30 with a visit 
to the Sikh Temple, where he presented a framed proclamation declaring April 2019 as Sikh Awareness and Appreciation
Month. Welcomed by both leaders and members of the gurdwara, Governor Evers spent time taking a tour of their place
of worship and gathering.

6

8

7



The Mayor’s Bike, Wagon and Stroller 
Decorating Contest • Thursday, July 4
American Legion Posts 434 (Upper Legion) • 9327 S. Shepard Ave.
For ages 12 and under. Registration begins at noon. Judging at 1 p.m.
Prizes will be awarded to the first 50 registrants.
Three Themed Categories 
• Mayor’s theme “America the Beautiful”
• “Mom, I did it myself”
• “Most Patriotic”
1st, 2nd and 3rd place prizes will be awarded in 
each category. PLEASE, NO HOVER BOARDS!

This event is hosted by Oak Creek Mayor Dan Bukiewicz in 
partnership with residents of the “Villas at the Station.”

SCHEDULE Of EVENTS
8 a.m. Assemble for the parade at Burrell St. and Verdev Dr.
9 a.m. Parade starts at Groveland Dr.
11 a.m. Free ice cream after the parade at the Upper Legion grounds
11:30 a.m. Salute To Our Veterans at Upper Legion Grounds 
12 p.m. Events and Food at American Legion Post 434 
(9327 S. Shepard Ave.) including:
• Kids’ games and face painting
• Food and beverages for sale
• Musical entertainment sponsored by the American Legion Post
1 p.m. The Mayor’s Bike, Wagon and Stroller Decorating Contest
See information below.
Dusk Fireworks at Lake Vista Park, 4001 E. Lake Vista Dr.

PARADE ROUTE

CITy Of OAK CREEK: 4th Of JULy CELEBRATION
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Join us on Thursday, July 4, for the annual City of Oak Creek 4th of July festivities. 
The day will kick off with the parade starting at 9 a.m. at the corner of Groveland Drive 
and Verdev Drive. It will wind its way through the city and end at the Legion (see the 
parade route map below). Bring the whole family for games, face painting, and good food!
fireworks begin at dusk at their new location on the City’s lakefront at Lake Vista Park!

THIS 
yEAR’S 

fIREWORKS
WILL TAKE 
PLACE AT

LAKE VISTA 
PARK



MAy
• Thur.-Wed., May 16-29: flags for Heroes Display OC Community
Center. Ceremony on Thur., May 23, at 5:30 p.m. 
• Sat., May 18: Community Bike Rodeo, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Parkway
Apostolic Church, 10940 S. Nicholson Rd. Join the Oak Creek Police
Department for this community safety and skills event, providing an
opportunity for children to learn about bike safety and develop skills
while having a good time!
• Wed., May 22: A Visit from Abe Lincoln, 4-5 p.m. Oak Creek 
Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Meet performer Kevin Wood as 
Abraham Lincoln and hear him tell the president’s story. 
• Wed., May 22: Traveling food Truck Tour: Oak Creek, 4-9 p.m.
Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way. Milwaukee’s best food
trucks and carts along with local restaurant favorites. Live music,
lawn games and a Kids Zone! See milwaukeefood.com.
• Sat., May 25: Art in the Park, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Henry Miller Park,
315 Groveland Dr. (behind OCHS). Funds raised to support the
OCFJSD Fine Arts programs.
• Mon., May 27: City Offices, Library and School District Closed 
for Memorial Day 
• Wed., May 29: OC High School Spring Art Show, 5 p.m.
• Wed., May 29: OC High School Board of Education Awards, 6:30 p.m.
• Wed., May 29:  Discover Wisconsin Preview Event, 6-8 p.m. 
Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. 
• Thur., May 30: OC High School Spring Choir Concert, 7 p.m.

JUNE 
• Sat., June 1: OPENING DAy! Oak Creek farmers Market, 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way. Check
out the many unique retailers offering you high-quality, handmade and
homegrown products. See visitoakcreek.com for more information.
• Sun.-Mon, June 2-3: Knight Construction Open Houses, 3-5 p.m.
See pg. 9.
• Thur.-Sun., June 6-9: Oak Creek Beer Garden, 4-8 p.m. Thur. and
fri., and noon-8 p.m. Sat. and Sun. Abendschein Park, 1311 E. Drexel
Avenue. Music, food trucks, backyard games, and of course the best
beers from Milwaukee’s local craft brewers. See visitoakcreek.com.
• fri., June 7: Last Day of School Have a great summer!
• Sat., June 8: Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Drexel
Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way.  
• Wed., June 12-Sun., June 23: Milwaukee County Traveling Beer
Garden. Falk Park, 2013 W. Rawson Ave. Mon.-Fri. 5-10 p.m. Sat.
and Sun. 11 a.m.–11 p.m. Last call 9 p.m. Visit travelingbeergardens.com.
• fri., June 14: Summer Reading Kick-Off, 4-7 p.m. Oak Creek
Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Kick Off the “Universe of Stories 
Summer Reading Challenge” and programs with Dance Dance 
DJ Service, Jester Fun Entertainment and more.
• Sat., June 15:  Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way.  

• Sat., June 15: OCHS Class of 2019 Graduation Miller Park Stadium 
• Sat., June 15: Summer Soulstice festival, 4-11 p.m. Drexel Town
Square. Enjoy the music of Dirty Boogie and Stetsin & Lace while
feasting on the delicious offerings visiting food trucks and Drexel Town
Square’s amazing restaurants. This fun evening is sure to be good for
your soul! See visitoakcreek.com.
• Mon., June 17: OCf Joint School District Summer School Begins
• Tue., June 18: “Space: Over the Sun and Beyond the Blue” by 
Bob Kann, 1:30-2:30 p.m. Oak Creek Public Library, 8040 S. 6th
St. Bob Kann tells stories, juggles and performs magic tricks to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Apollo Moon Landing.
• Wed., June 19: 25th Anniversary Summer Concert Series, 7 p.m.
The Crisis (6:30 p.m. Pre-show UW Marching Band Echoes of Camp
Randall ). Food and drinks available for purchase. Plus, raffle prizes and
50/50 raffles (to support the Center’s Educational Scholarship Fund).
Bring a lawn chair or blanket. If it rains, the concert will move inside 
The Center. Free. See pg. 21.
• Sat., June 22: Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way.  
• Sun., June 23: This American Life: 1900, 1:30 p.m. Oak Creek
Historical Society, 15th & Puetz. A first-person portrayal of Mary 
Delafield Sturgis, a survivor of the Great Chicago Fire, devoted
mother, philanthropist and advocate for women.  
• Tues., June 25: “Aliens: Escape from Earth” by Science Tellers,
1:30pm-2:30 p.m. Oak Creek Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. 
Don’t miss this action-packed and educational alien adventure using
science experiments for special effects.
• Wed., June 26: Traveling food Truck Tour, 4-9 p.m. Drexel Town
Square, 361 W. Town Square Way. Milwaukee’s best food trucks and
carts along with local restaurant favorites. Live music, lawn games and 
Kids Zone! See milwaukeefood.com.
• Thurs., June 27: Bad Art Night, 5:30-7 p.m. Oak Creek Public 
Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Participants get an hour to create the 
ugliest piece of art they can while competing for The Ugly Trophy.
• fri., June 28: Movie Night, 8 p.m. Drexel Town Square, 361 W.
Town Square Way. Bring chairs and blankets to watch a kid-friendly
film on a screen set up under the stars. Show starts at dusk. Arrive
early to snag a good spot! See pg. 20 and visitoakcreek.com.
• Sat., June 29: Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way.  

JULy 
• Mon., July 1:  Branch Pickup Begins Visit oakcreekwi.org.
• Thur., July 4: City Offices and Library Closed for July 4th Holiday
• Thur., July 4: fourth of July Celebration, 9 a.m.-Dark A parade,
games, food, drinks, fireworks at dusk and much more. See 
visitoakcreek.com for schedule and locations (see page 36).

C o M M U n I T y   C a l e n D a R

(continued on page 38)
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DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONfIRM EVENT DETAILS.
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C o M M U n I T y   C a l e n D a R
DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO CONfIRM EVENT DETAILS.

• Sat., July 6: Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Drexel Town
Square, 361 W. Town Square Way.  
• Tue., July 9: “Ben’s Bubble Show,” 1:30-2:30 p.m. Oak Creek 
Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. An amazing, family-friendly show of 
science using bubbles!
• Wed., July 10: 25th Anniversary Summer Concert Series, 7 p.m.
Screamin’ Cucumbers (6:30 p.m. Pre-show Milwaukee Police & Fire
Pipe and Drum Band). Food and drinks available for purchase. Plus,
raffle prizes and 50/50 raffles (to support the Center’s Educational
Scholarship Fund). Bring a lawn chair or blanket. If it rains, the concert
will move inside The Center. Free. See pg. 21.
• fri.-Sat., July 12-13: Dog Day at Drexel A splashing good time 
with Pier Pups Canine Dock Jumping, pet-related vendors and more
at Drexel Town Square. Bring the family and your pup for a day of 
summer fun! See pg. 21 and find out more at visitoakcreek.com.
• Sun., July 14: Blacksmith Demonstration, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Oak Creek Historical Society, 15th & Puetz. Come see a 
demonstration of blacksmith techniques at the Pioneer Village.
• Tues., July 16: Kidsplay, 1:30-2:30 p.m. Oak Creek Public Library,
8040 S. 6th St. Featuring improvisation and outrageous characters,
Kidsplay provides an engaging experience for the entire family.
• Wed., July 17: Traveling food Truck Tour, 4-9 p.m. Drexel Town
Square, 361 W. Town Square Way. Milwaukee’s best food trucks and
carts along with local restaurant favorites. Live music, lawn games and 
a Kids Zone! See pg. 20 and milwaukeefood.com.
• Sat., July 20: Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way.  
• Sat., July 20: Moon Landing Celebration, 11  a.m.-1 p.m. Oak Creek
Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. A special 50th-anniversary celebration
of the first moon landing featuring the 1969 live news broadcast,
games, snacks and fun activities for the whole family.
• Sat., July 20-Sun. Aug. 11: The Confluence, 3-9 p.m. kickoff on
July 20 Presented by NEWaukee at Lake Vista Park, 4001 E. Lake
Vista Pkwy. Art meets nature in this unique art exhibition showcasing
local artists. Live music, performances, food and art on display! 
For more information, see pg. 33 or visitoakcreek.com.
• Tues., July 23: Kohl’s Wild Theater, 1:30-2:30 p.m. Oak Creek
Public Library, 8040 S. 6th St. Join the Kohl’s Wild Theater actors 
in this mix of short skits about animals.
Wed., July 24: 25th Anniversary Summer Concert Series, 7 p.m. 
with Mt. Olive (6:30 p.m. Pre-show TBD). Food and drinks available
for purchase. Plus, raffle prizes and 50/50 raffles (to support the 
Center’s Educational Scholarship Fund). Bring a lawn chair or blanket.
If it rains, the concert will move inside the Center. Free. See pg. 21.
• Wed., July 24-Sun., Aug. 4: Milwaukee County Traveling Beer
Garden Bender Park, 4503 E. Ryan Rd. Mon.-Fri. 5-10 p.m., 
Sat. and Sun. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. Last call 9 p.m. Visit travelingbeergardens.com.

• fri., July 26: Movie Night, 8 p.m. Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town
Square Way. Bring chairs and blankets to watch a kid-friendly film on a
screen set up under the stars. Show starts at dusk. Arrive early to snag
a good spot! See pg. 20 and visitoakcreek.com.
• Sat., July 27: Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way.    

AUGUST 
• Sat., Aug. 3:  Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way.  
• Tue., Aug. 6: National Night Out, 6-8:30 p.m. American Legion
Grounds, 9327 S. Shepard Ave. An evening of food, fun and safety 
information for the family and the community. Fireworks to follow.
• Wed., Aug. 7: 25th Anniversary Summer Concert Series, 7 p.m.
with Super fly (6:30 p.m. Pre-show Oak Creek High School Jazz
Knights). Bring a food donation and enter to win great sports prizes.
Food and drinks available for purchase. Bring a lawn chair or blanket. 
If it rains, the concert will move inside The Center. Free. See pg. 21.
• Thur.-Sun., Aug. 8-11; Oak Creek Beer Garden, 4-8 p.m. Thur. and
fri., noon-9 p.m. Sat. and noon-8 p.m. Sun. Lake Vista Park, 4001 E.
Lake Vista Pkwy. Music, food trucks, backyard games, and the best
beers from Milwaukee’s local craft brewers. See visitoakcreek.com.
• Sat., Aug. 10: Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way. 
• Sun., Aug. 11: Eleanor Roosevelt “Brother Can you Spare a Dime,”
1:30 p.m. Oak Creek Historical Society, 15th & Puetz. A first-
person portrayal of the First Lady as she takes on the role of advocate
for those Americans most seriously affected by the Great Depression.
• fri., Aug. 16: Movie Night, 8 p.m. Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town
Square Way. Bring chairs and blankets to watch a kid-friendly film on 
a screen set up under the stars. Show starts at dusk. Arrive early to
snag a good spot! See pg. 20 and visitoakcreek.com
• Sat., Aug. 17:  Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way.  
• Sat., Aug. 24:  Oak Creek farmers Market, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Drexel Town Square, 361 W. Town Square Way.  
• Wed., Aug. 28: Traveling food Truck Tour, 4-9 p.m. Drexel Town
Square, 361 W. Town Square Way. Milwaukee’s best food trucks and
carts along with local restaurant favorites. Live music, lawn games and 
a Kids Zone! See milwaukeefood.com.

SEPTEMBER 
• Mon., Sept. 2: City Offices and Library Closed for Labor Day Holiday
• Tue., Sept. 3: first Day of School  Welcome back, students!
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