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Message from School Superintendent
Dr. Tim Culver:
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Futures Together!
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funding from local advertisers.
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The ﬁrst time I drove around Oak
Creek was a little over two years ago.
While scoping out the community
to see if I wanted to work here, the
ﬁrst thing I noticed was all of the
construction underway – orange
traffic barrels everywhere! I soon
learned about the referendum the
community had generously passed
to build two new schools and then
saw the plans for, and soon the evidence of, Drexel Town Square,
the rising phoenix out of what was (on my ﬁrst visit) a huge
vacant lot. Clearly, this is a community of vision, a community
that works together, a community building a future.
The most important futures your Oak Creek-Franklin Public
Schools are committed to building are not the brick and mortar
kind, but rather the monuments of our children’s lives. The
speciﬁcations toward which we work every day include:
• Every student graduates prepared to excel at their school or
career of choice with academic skills, as well as the ability to
effectively communicate, collaborate, create and think critically.
• Every student graduates with necessary civic, global and digital
skills capable of participating safely, ethically and productively
in a profoundly different future.
To accomplish this, we do need to plan, build and support
facilities. We are proud to have fulﬁlled the promise made in the
2014 referendum you supported to open Forest Ridge Elementary
last year and the 9th Grade Center of Oak Creek High School
this coming August. Both projects, complicated as they were,
arrived on time and within budget. We are also proud to have
launched a District-wide Leadership Team of community
stakeholders this year to guide our future through a new strategic
plan (read more an page 6).
However, our proudest moments occur every June when our
Knights cross the stage at Miller Park stadium, and in that
passing transform into our graduates. That’s when we know that
due to the hard work of these learners, their families, our teachers
and staff, and the support of our community, successful futures
are launched.
Congratulations to the Class of 2017. We are so proud of you
and can hardly wait to see where you will take your life and
where life will take you.
Thanks to everyone else for your kind and generous support
of your public schools, just one of the special features of the
amazing community of Oak Creek.
Dr. Tim Culver, Superintendent
Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District
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CLASS OF 2017 GRADuATES REFLECT ON
THEIR SCHOOL CAREERS AND FuTuRES

O

n June 10, Oak
Creek-Franklin
Joint School
District faculty
and administration,
families and friends will
gather at Miller Park stadium to celebrate
the graduation of more than 500
accomplished young men and women.
This extraordinary class of students has
contributed more than 19,650 volunteer
service hours and has earned more than
$1.5 million in scholarships.
Oak Creek High School’s graduating
seniors go off in all directions after high
school. Some attend college, others enter
the workforce, some join the military and
others take on apprenticeships. No matter
which direction they choose, as each
graduate walks across the stage to receive
their hard-earned diploma, they can’t help
but reﬂect on his or her school career and
think about the endless possibilities that
lie ahead. The following four Oak Creek
High School seniors share their reﬂections
on their school careers and their plans for
the future.

NKAZI NCHINDA
The thing Nkazi Nchinda is going to miss the
most about the School District is his teachers.
“I am very grateful to have had some
4 OAK CREEK CURRENT SuMMER 2017

extraordinary teachers
throughout my school
years,” Nkazi says,
“including my 8th
grade math teacher at
West Middle School,
Mr. Remm.” As a
freshman, Nkazi wanted to take both
Algebra II/Trigonometry and Geometry.
uncertain that their son should take on such
a challenging math curriculum as a freshman,
Nkazi’s parents consulted Mr. Remm, and
he reassured them Nkazi was not only up for
the challenge, but he had the potential to
excel in both math courses. “Mr. Remm
encouraged me to just go for it,” Nkazi says.
Another standout teacher was Mr.
Thome. “He was the ﬁrst history teacher
I’ve had who actually really got me
interested in history. It was by far the most
difficult history class I’ve ever taken, but I
really enjoyed it,” Nkazi remembers. Through
humor and stories, trivia and fun facts,
Mr. Thome shares his love for history with
his students. “Instead of trying to memorize
facts for a test, I was able to remember
Mr. Thome’s stories to make the connection,”
Nkazi explains.
For a number of years, Nkazi has been
involved in the FIRST Robotics Competition
(FRC) as a member of the MORE Robotics

team. FRC students design, build and
program a competitive robot in six weeks.
Sharing his passion for robotics, Nkazi
also volunteers to mentor students who
participate in FIRST LEGO League (FLL),
the robotics program offered to middle
school students.
As president of Lead2Change, a nonproﬁt organization in Milwaukee, Nkazi
participates in service projects throughout
Milwaukee. Lead2Change recently prepared
and served meals for nearly 100 men at the
Guest House, a homeless shelter in Milwaukee.
“I could see the impact we were having right
in front of my eyes,” Nkazi shares.
After graduation, Nkazi will be studying
biomedical engineering at Harvard university
and is hoping to go into biomedical research
with a focus on dementia. He was awarded
the Cameron Impact Scholarship, a four-year,
merit-based scholarship that covers full
tuition and educational expenses. This
prestigious scholarship is awarded each year
to approximately 10-15 remarkable high
school students from across the nation who
have demonstrated excellence in academics,
leadership and community service.
Advice for the incoming class of freshman:
Don’t assume you can’t do something just
because someone doesn’t speciﬁcally say
it’s something you can do. Just go for it!

TYLER TRICKLE
“I am really going to miss all of my teachers,”
says graduating senior Tyler Trickle. “They
have been my motivation to come to school
every day – and they are the ones who make
my day so much better,” he shares.
Joining a new school
district as an eighth
grade student can be
tough, but it was his
teacher, Mr. Ahrens,
who really helped
Tyler get acclimated
to his new school
environment. “We
connected right away and his guidance
and encouragement really helped me feel
comfortable at my new school. I will never
forget him,” Tyler recalls.
With a love for computers, Tyler enrolled
in many of the technology and business
courses available at Oak Creek High School.
One of his business teachers in particular,
Ms. Huber, got him thinking about his
future career plans and helped keep him
on task. “She was a big motivator for me to
strive to do the best that I can and think
about my future,” Tyler says. “I’ve built my
own computer and networked my entire
house. I love taking things apart and putting
them back together,” he says. This summer,
Tyler will be heading to Fort Jackson in
South Carolina for military job training.
After eight weeks of training, he will
return to attend the university of WisconsinParkside to study computer science and
hopes to turn his passion for technology
and computers into a career.
Advice for the incoming class of freshman:
Walk on the right side of the hallway – the
hallways get very crowded. Listen to your
teachers. They do offer some good advice
if you just sit down and talk to them.
AMANDA PRELEWICZ
Amanda Prelewicz has attended school in
the Oak Creek-Franklin
Joint School District
since her kindergarten
days at Edgewood
Elementary. “I am really
going to miss seeing my
friends every day. We
are all so close because

we have known each other so long,”
Amanda says.
It was her ﬁfth grade teacher at Edgewood,
Mr. Holler, who ignited her excitement for
school and academics. “Mr. Holler found a
way to connect with each one of his students
and really made learning engaging and fun,”
Amanda continues. She also connected
with her AP English teacher, Ms. Slattery.
“I appreciate the life lessons she shared
with us. She always gave us helpful advice
and her words really helped prepare me for
life after graduation,” Amanda explains.
Amanda took advantage of many of the
opportunities available to high school students
including being on the varsity pom team,
cross country team, and track and ﬁeld.
She also served as the public relations officer
for the National Honors Society and for the
Class of 2017.
Amanda has found ways to give back to
the Oak Creek community through volunteer
opportunities with the Renaissance Club,
including volunteering at the Oak Creek
Library for summer events and reading
programs for children, spending time with
residents at local nursing homes, and helping
out with events at the Community Center.
“I think it’s important to be connected to
your community and ﬁnd ways to give
back,” she explains.
After graduation, Amanda will be heading
off to Kentucky to attend the university of
Louisville to study pediatric nursing. To
prepare for her future career in the medical
ﬁeld, Amanda enrolled in the Nursing
Assistant Program at Oak Creek High
School, designed to teach students valuable
skills, acquire real-life experience, and begin
their career in healthcare while still in high
school. After successfully completing the
program (including 86 classroom hours and
35 clinical hours), students can take the
state certiﬁcation test to become a
certiﬁed nursing assistant (CNA). “With the
CNA certiﬁcation, I will be able to work and
gain experience in the medical ﬁeld while
studying nursing in college,” Amanda says.
Advice for the incoming class of freshman:
Don’t be afraid to try new things. Branch out
from what you think you want to do. Our
high school offers so many different clubs,
activities and athletics. It’s a great way to ﬁnd
new interests and meet new friends.

KENNETH CIECZKA
Kenneth Cieczka is graduating in June feeling
well-prepared for the next chapter of his
life. “Through the Apprenticeship Co-Op
Program I have learned so many valuable job
skills that are applicable to my career path,”
Kenneth says. A
cooperative training
program (co-op) is the
ﬁnal phase of a
vocational education
sequence in which
basic concepts and
skills are taught in the
classroom, and related
training is received in a local business or
industry, allowing students to receive
on-the-job training while still in high school.
As part of the program, Kenneth learned
welding, machining, safety, measurements
and more. After graduation, he plans to
put those skills to use and enter an adult
apprenticeship program in machining and
attend college for welding.
The classes and the teachers are what
Kenneth will miss most after graduation.
It’s no surprise the teacher who had the
greatest impact on Kenneth’s school career
was Mr. Swenson, his metals teacher who
taught him machining and welding. “Mr.
Swenson informed me of the multiple places
offering apprenticeships which gave me the
extra push I needed to make the calls and
schedule interviews,” Kenneth explains.
“He taught me everything I know about
welding and machining,” Kenneth continues.
Advice for the incoming class of freshman:
If you have an idea about what you want to do
after high school, pick classes that pertain to
the career choice you have in mind so you can
be knowledgeable about the subject before
actually going there. If you’re not sure, choose
something that interests you, maybe you’ll like
it and move forward with it like I did.

ocfsd.org
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District Leadership Teams at each school are
comprised of students, community leaders, teachers,
principals, support staff and parents.

DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TEAM CREATED TO
MONITOR STRATEGIC PLAN – AND MORE

A

bout a year ago, the Oak Creek-Franklin
Joint School District (OCFJSD) created
a new strategic plan. One of the six key
strategies identiﬁed for the District to
achieve higher levels of success was shared
leadership. This shared leadership strategy
included the creation of Building Leadership Teams at each school,
those who were trained in the Continuous Improvement Approach
to School Improvement Plans. You can view the School Improvement
Plan for each OCFJSD school on the District website: ocfsd.org.
The shared leadership strategy also included the creation of a
historic District-Wide Leadership Team (DLT), made up of more
than 40 stakeholders including students, community leaders,
teachers, principals, support staff and parents, providing an
opportunity for wider stakeholder input. The DLT is responsible for
setting and communicating direction for the District by monitoring
the implementation of the strategic plan. The DLT is also responsible
for developing and reviewing the District Balanced Scorecard that
monitors the progress of the strategic plan.
After some immediate feedback, the team created a frequently
asked questions (FAQ) document with questions like “What are
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high credentials?” and “What sets the Oak Creek-Franklin Joint
School District apart that would make the District beneﬁcial for my
child?” The FAQ can be also be found on the District website on
the “About us” page.
The District Leadership Team also identiﬁed a glossary of terms
that are frequently used in the education profession, but may not be
understood by those outside of the education ﬁeld (see the glossary
on the “About us” page on the District website). Every resident of
our community who cares about the future of our schools and how
we serve children might beneﬁt by reviewing these questions asked
by your stakeholder
representatives.
Community members
are welcome to attend
DLT meetings that are
publicly noticed just like
any other meeting of
the School Board.
Community input and
support is welcomed and
appreciated.

OCfJSd STraTEGIC PLaN
Mission Statement
Working together to engage, challenge and inspire every student
every day.
• We engage our students with exceptional learning experiences and
caring support.
• We challenge our students to set and achieve ever-higher goals.
• We inspire our students to think critically, collaborate, communicate
and create.
Vision Statement: Building Successful futures Together
• Every student graduates prepared to excel at their school or career
of choice with academic skills, as well as the ability to effectively
communicate, collaborate, create and think critically.
• Every student graduates with necessary civic, global and digital skills
capable of participating safely, ethically, and productively in a
profoundly different future.

COrE VaLUES
• Success of Every Student Students should have many varied opportunities
to learn, to achieve, and to celebrate success in and out of the classroom.
We act on our belief that all students can learn anything.
• respect and Integrity Communication and interaction among and
between students, parents, employees, and community members
should be deﬁned by mutual respect, trust, and support. We celebrate
our diverse community; differences enrich and strengthen us.
• Continuous Improvement We value continuous improvement through
collaboration, shared leadership and learning at all levels. Faculty, staff,
administrators, parents and students collaboratively evaluate individual
and collective progress and take action to improve.
• High Expectations Expectations are clearly deﬁned, understood, and
shared. Students, parents and employees are empowered, supported and
trained to meet expectations. Successes are recognized and celebrated.
• Teamwork Education is a partnership among the community, parents,
students and school personnel – decisions are made with their input
and participation. We work together to innovate and ensure student
success in a supportive environment.
• Safety Schools and work sites must be safe and secure environments
for students, parents, and employees – emotionally as well as physically.

GLOSSarY Of TErMS
• academic Career Plan (aCP) A student-driven, adult-supported
process in which students create and cultivate their own unique and
information-based visions for postsecondary success, obtained through
self-exploration, career exploration, and the development of career
management and planning skills.
• kPI or key Performance Indicator A key performance indicator (KPI)
evaluates the success of an organization.
• Personalized learning A diverse variety of educational programs,
learning experiences, instructional approaches and academic-support
strategies that are intended to address the distinct learning needs,
interests, aspirations or cultural backgrounds of individual students.
• STar assessment STAR Early Literacy, STAR Reading and STAR
Math are standardized, computer-adaptive assessments created by
Renaissance Learning, Inc., for use in K-12 education.
SuMMER 2017 OAK CREEK CURRENT 7
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CIVICS PROJECT INSPIRES STuDENTS
TO MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT

E

ighth grade students Katie Lenda,
Abi Weishoff and Juliana Anguiano from
East Middle School recently presented
a $2,700 check to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation after hosting a successful
St. Patrick’s Day dinner at The Salvation Army.
The fundraiser was part of the students’ eighth grade civics project,
a year-long project that challenges students to identify a social
problem they would like to help improve, develop a plan of action,
and get out into their community and make a difference.
The project was created by East Middle School social studies
teachers Mr. Lawrence Ahrens and Mr. Scott Wangerin. “We didn’t
want students leaving eighth grade with just a basic understanding
of civics,” says Mr. Ahrens. “Rather than just answering questions
correctly on a test, we want students to be civically engaged and
learn how they can make a difference,” Mr. Aherns continues.
“When I ﬁrst learned about the project, I liked the idea and
thought it was an awesome concept, but our group had no idea what
we were going to do,” says Juliana. After Katie, who worked with
Make-A-Wish in the past, explained how Make-A-Wish grants
special wishes for children ages 2 to 18 living with a terminal illness,
the rest of the team was on board.
From scripting cold calls and calculating their breakeven point, to
providing to-go containers and kids meals, this group really thought
of it all. “One of my most proud dad moments was watching them
make cold calls, getting to the decision maker and making those
contacts. I was just beaming,” says TJ Anguiano, Juliana’s father.
The students also used social media advertising and paper ﬂyers to
advertise the community event.
The group was able to keep their expenses down after receiving
donations from Suzy’s Cheesecakes, Meijer, Pick ’N Save and u.S.
Cellular. “It was amazing to see how much community support we
8 OAK CREEK CURRENT SuMMER 2017

got for our project. We had local businesses giving us donations and
friends asking us how they could help. Even our neighbors were
contacting us, wanting to donate or attend the event,” Abi explains.
The $2,700 donation will be categorized by the Make-A-Wish
Foundation under Kids For Wish Kids, a program designed for schools
and students in grades K-12. “Kids For Wish Kids provides students
with different tools to help them reach their fundraising goals,” says
Kelsey Rice, community outreach coordinator for Make-A-Wish.
Last year, Make-A-Wish granted 378 wishes for children in Wisconsin.
Each wish costs approximately $6,000, meaning the girls raised
enough money for half of a wish.
The Make-A-Wish fundraiser is just one speciﬁc example of what
students have chosen to do with their eighth grade civics project.
Students are also volunteering at animal shelters and senior citizen
homes, taking leadership roles and providing tutoring services to
younger students. “These kids just continue to amaze us with what
they are capable of doing,” Mr. Ahrens shares.
“Regardless of what our students are doing, big or small, any kind
of contribution can have a positive impact on the community and it’s
those contributions that can really make a community a great place
to live,” says Mr. Wangerin. “I’ve been teaching in Oak Creek for
more than 20 years and I’ve seen Oak Creek go from a really nice
community to a phenomenal one,” Mr. Wangerin continues.
The project motivates students to step outside of the classroom
and outside of their comfort zone. Last year, after volunteering at an
animal shelter for the project, one student felt compelled to adopt a
third dog. However, the City ordinance in Oak Creek limited each
household to two dogs. The group pushed to change legislation,
presented their case in front of the Common Council and was
ultimately successful.
Bravo to our students for their time and creativity in order to
make difference in our City!

East Middle School student, Connor (center), demonstrates his new iPad keyguard
to teachers Mrs. Bolz (left) and Mr. Lindner, who were involved in its creation.

Teacher Creates Custom
Communication Tool for
Middle School Student
The iPad is one of the means East Middle School student, Connor,
uses to communicate with others at home and at school. using
the Go Talk app, Connor’s iPad screen is ﬁlled with various pictures
with speciﬁc meanings. However, the screen sensitivity of the
device can often make it difficult to avoid striking unwanted keys.
A keyguard is a special overlay that attaches to a screen and
helps isolate speciﬁc picture icons, differentiating one picture icon
from the next. “Prior to having the keyguard, Connor would often
hit one or two things because the screen is so sensitive to the
touch,” says Connor’s mother, Gina Esch. The keyguard Connor
had been using needed to be updated, and because each keyguard
is a custom design, it not only takes a long time to get ahold of one,
they are also very expensive.
At a recent East Middle School staff meeting, technology
education teacher Mr. Lindner was talking about the capabilities of
the 3D printer. “When Mr. Lindner was sharing the miracles of the
3D printer with staff, I suddenly had a light bulb moment,” says
special education teacher, Mrs. Bolz. She asked Mr. Lindner if he
could use the 3D printer to create a custom keyguard. “Mr. Lindner
deﬁnitely thought this was something he could do and was very
excited for the opportunity to create this tool for Connor,”
Mrs. Bolz continues.
By using special computer software called Inventor, Mr. Lindner
was able to design a custom keyguard for Connor and print it on
the 3D printer. “With the cost of the 3D print being less than 50
cents, we can now provide multiple keyguards for the special
education department at a very low cost.”
After a couple of prototypes, Connor had a brand new keyguard
for his iPad with his name on it!
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SCHOOLS WORK TOGETHER TO
BEAT HuNGER IN OAK CREEK

E

ach spring, the Oak Creek-Franklin
Elementary Schools join together for the
Big Food Bowl, a food drive that stocks
the shelves at four Oak Creek food
pantries. Nikki Grudzielanek, the Edgewood
PTO president who started the drive in 2014,
came up with the idea after noticing her church’s food pantry was
running low after the holiday season. After bringing the idea to the
Edgewood PTO, the group decided to invite all of the elementary
schools to participate. “We are all on the same team and it’s
amazing to see what we can accomplish when we all work together,”
Mrs. Grudzielanek says.
The Big Food Bowl is a great opportunity for Oak Creek-Franklin
students to give back to their community and experience the power
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of kindness and generosity. “The Oak Creek-Franklin community
does such a great job supporting our schools. This is our chance to
give something back,” Mrs. Grudzielanek says.
The food donations are split up among four Oak Creek food
pantries including All Saints Lutheran Church, The Salvation Army,
Oak Creek Community united Methodist Church and Saint
Stephen's Family Life Center. GO Riteway provides buses on the
last day of the food drive to collect the generous donations from
all seven elementary schools.
This year, the Big Food Bowl proved to be the most successful
year yet, collecting over 21,500 food items. “To see the buses packed
with food for our community members in need is a very powerful
site to see,” Mrs. Grudzielanek said. The Big Food Bowl has donated
more than 63,500 items to Oak Creek food pantries since 2014.

STAY CONNECTED
There are a variety of ways community
members can stay in touch with Oak
Creek-Franklin public schools. Visit the
Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District
website at ocfsd.org and click the “Stay
Informed” tab to view the many ways you
can stay up to date with the District.
• Visit the District website: ocfsd.org
• “Like” us on Facebook at
facebook.com/ocfsd
• “Follow” us on Twitter @OCFSD
• Visit the District blog Knight Vision at
knightvisionocfjsd.blogspot.com
• Subscribe and receive School Board
updates
• Sign up to receive the district newsletter,
The Blueprint

NEW STuDENT
ENROLLMENT
The Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School
District is updating the enrollment process
to better serve new families. Please watch
the District website (ocfsd.org) for more
information.

FREE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
At the Oak Creek Community Center

2017-2018 registration dates
Students who are new to the District need
to enroll prior to registration.
High School registration
Wednesday, August 2
7-11 a.m. and 4-8 p.m.
Location: Oak Creek High School
Middle School registration
Thursday, August 3
7- 11 a.m. and 4-8 p.m.
Location: Each of the Middle Schools

Wednesday
Nights 7 p.m.
RAIN OR
SHINE!

Bring a lawn chair or
blanket – food & drinks
for purchase!

JUNE 28: Chasin’ Mason
JULY 12: Street Life with Warren Wiegratz
JULY 26: daryl Stuermer
aUGUST 9: Catch a Wave
aUGUST 23: Cold Sweat & The Brew City Horns

MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS!

Elementary School registration
Tuesday, August 8
11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Location: Each of the Elementary Schools

ocfsd.org

OAK CREEK COMMUNITY CENTER
8580 S. Howell Ave. • Oak Creek • (414) 768-5840 • info@occenter.com
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Oak CrEEk-fraNkLIN JOINT SCHOOL dISTrICT: kNIGHT CONSTrUCTION PrOGraM

PROGRAM DELIVERS GRADuATES
WITH BRIGHT FuTuRES IN
CONSTRuCTION CAREERS

S

tudents enrolled in Oak Creek High
School’s Knight Construction program
recently ﬁnished building their second
residential home in Oak Creek. “By building
a home from the ground up, the students
have gained an incredible amount of experience
and are very proud of their work,” says Mr. Matt Lonergan, the
program leader and technology and engineering teacher at Oak
Creek High School.
Knight Construction is a course offered at Oak Creek High
School where students earn two credits while learning applicable job
skills that will prepare them for a career in the construction industry.
“Through the program, you learn useful job skills like rough framing
and ﬁnish carpentry,” says senior Ryan Cieczka. Ryan joined the
Knight Construction program as a junior and says this experience
will help him pursue a career in residential carpentry. “It’s also good
to know so you can help your parents out around the house, as well
as perform home remodeling,” Ryan adds.
Throughout the construction process, the students work closely
with a variety of local vendors and craftsmen, getting hands-on
experience with everything from shingling, plumbing and electrical,
to HVAC, drywall, and painting. “In its second year, the program
has gained even more support from local contractors and businesses.
These companies have helped with the Knight Construction house
and they have been inﬂuential in helping students obtain careers in
the trades,” Mr. Matt Lonergan explains.
Oak Creek Plumbing served as the plumbing contractor on the
project, providing the rough interior drain, waste and vent piping,
hot and cold water distribution piping, and the setting and installation
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of all ﬁxtures and faucets in the ﬁnish phase of the project. The
lead plumber on the project, Mike Marusic, has spent a signiﬁcant
amount of time working hand-in-hand with the students.
“The students have really progressed during the school year, and
it has been enjoyable watching them develop from wide-eyed kids
to dependable young helpers,” Marusic explains. He also states that
being on the job site with the students is a constant reminder that
everyone must start somewhere, and that it is a long journey from
the helper position, to being an apprentice, and ultimately a licensed
journeyman plumber. “Participating in the Knight Construction
program is a great way for students to “get their feet wet” so to
speak, and to help them decide if the trades would be a good ﬁt,”
says Bob Siepler, service manager for Oak Creek Plumbing.
The 2,020-sq.-ft. home features high-end ﬁnishes, including
hardwood ﬂooring in the main living areas, tile in the bathrooms,
granite countertops, Kohler ﬁxtures and LP Smartside siding to
name a few – all installed by the students.
Aside from the actual construction of the home, the Knight
Construction students also complete First Aid/CPR training and
OSHA-10 training, giving the students an even greater head start
to a successful future. “I would 100% recommend this program to
other students,” says senior Luke Posig who decided to join the
Knight Construction program because he plans on becoming an
electrician after graduation. “It’s a great learning opportunity and it
will help you be able to do a lot of your own work instead of having
to pay someone to do it for you,” Luke continues.
The community is invited to take a tour of the home during an
open house on June 4 from 1-4 p.m. and on June 5 from 3-6 p.m.
The home is located at 2245 E. Ash Court in Oak Creek.

THaNkS
TO OUr
SUPPOrTErS
• ABC Supply
• AIM Transfer and Storage
• American Red Cross Southeastern Wisconsin Chapter
• Amy Posig
• Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
• Bobby Michals
• Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers union Local 5
• Callen Construction
• Efaucets.com
• Empire Millwork
• Get It Now
• Granite & Marble by Design
• International union of Painters and Allied Trades District Council 7
• Jack and Lisa Marshall
• Jon Michals Realty
• Lifetime Door Company
• LP Smartside
• Neu’s
• Oak Creek Mayor Dan Bukiewicz-President of the Milwaukee
Building and Construction Trades Council
• Operative Plasterers’ and Cement Masons’
union International Association Local 599
• PPG Industries
• Roofers Local 65
• Rozga Plumbing and Heating
• Sommerset Hardwood Flooring
• WRTP/BIG STEP
• Zuern Building Products
THaNkS TO THE CONTraCTOrS WHO
WOrkEd WITH THE STUdENTS
• Surveyor: Metropolitan Survey Services
• Excavating: Site Tech Excavating
• Masonry: VanWyks and Operative Plasterers’
and Cement Masons’ union International Association Local 599
• Rooﬁng: Roofers Local 65
• Window Install: Callen Construction
• Electrical: Dairyland Energy Solutions
• Plumbing: Oak Creek Plumbing
• HVAC: Quality Heating and Sheet Metal
• Insulation: Suburban Insulation
• Drywall: AM Painting and Drywall
• Tile: Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers union Local 5
• Brick: Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers union Local 5
• Cabinet Installation: Empire Millwork
• Countertops: Granite by Design
• Gutters: Callen Construction
• Carpeting: Bobby Michals

WANT MORE FOCUS?
MORE DISCIPLINE?
MORE
SELF-CONFIDENCE?
SUMMER PROGRAM SPECIAL!
2 months for only $169 with a frEE uniform
(with this coupon only – must enroll by June 30, 2017)
Ascension Martial Arts, the premier martial arts school
in Oak Creek, offers adult, child and family classes.
Join us for Taekwondo, Jiu-Jitsu, Kickboxing Fitness
and much more! Our world-certiﬁed instructors have
been serving Oak Creek for more than 15 years.
At Ascension Martial Arts, you will rise to your potential
and soar to new heights with personalized instruction
to help you gain conﬁdence and discipline – and have fun!

CaLL US TOdaY fOr MOrE INfOrMaTION!

Serving Oak Creek for More Than 20 Years!
ASCENSION MARTIAL ARTS
200 E. Oak St. (next to Eva’s Bridal) • (414) 856-9100
ascensionma.com • ascensionma1@gmail.com
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Oak CrEEk-fraNkLIN JOINT SCHOOL dISTrICT: 9TH GradE CENTEr TO OPEN

9TH GRADE CENTER
TO WELCOME
STuDENTS FOR 2017-18
SCHOOL YEAR

n the fall of 2014,
residents of the
Oak CreekFranklin Joint
School District
approved a facilities
referendum of
$59,095,000 to address student
enrollment growth and facility needs as
the next step in the District’s Master
Plan. The referendum authorized the
District to borrow funds not to exceed
$59,095,000 to construct a new
elementary school for grades 4K-5 on
District-owned land located at Drexel
Avenue and 20th Street and a new 9th
Grade Center on District-owned land
next to the existing high school. The
new elementary school, Forest Ridge,
was completed in August of 2016 and
opened its doors to students and staff
for the 2016-17 school year.
Construction started in January 2016
on the 9th Grade Center, at the corner
of Puetz Road and Howell Avenue.
Faculty and staff will begin moving in
during August to welcome the new
incoming freshman for the 2017-2018
school year. Currently, construction
crews are working on all ﬂooring,
painting and interior ﬁnishes. Once
complete, furniture, ﬁxtures and
equipment will begin to move in and be
installed in June, providing ample time
to get the building ready for ﬁnal
occupancy in August.
In addition, all paving, sidewalks and
landscaping will begin shortly and be
completed by June. Construction of
the walkway between the high school
and the 9th Grade Center, along with
parking lot renovations, will also begin
in June.
The 192,798 sq.-ft., two-story building
is designed to serve 1,000 students.

Photos by Saturn Lounge Photography

I
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The ﬂoor plan includes basic core
academic classrooms and additional
ﬂexible spaces to accommodate
collaboration and to create opportunities
for future growth. A gym with one main
basketball court and two secondary
courts, including bleachers, will be
provided. A dedicated cafeteria area will
be serviced by the existing high school
in the form of a warming kitchen.
The building also includes a designated
area for a future Personalized Learning
Center. On April 11, 2016, the School
Board approved a motion, “to authorize
administration to proceed with the
planning and development of a Personalized
Learning-Based Middle Level Program
to be housed at the 9th Grade Center.”
The space at the 9th Grade Center was
redesigned from a “District office” to
“Phase 1” of a learning center. Phase 1
will be completed when the school
opens in August 2017. Phase 2 ﬁnishes,
furniture and equipment will not be
completed until the Middle Level
Personalized Learning Center is open
(anticipated in August 2018).
The District is working with Eppstein
uhen Architects and VJS Construction
Services for all architectural design and
construction oversight. According to
Dr. Tim Culver, District Superintendent,
“The District is committed to ensuring
the facilities meet the needs of our
students – and the architect and
construction team members have
partnered with us to ensure the projects
are well-managed, completed on
budget and on schedule.”
The community is welcome to
attend the ribbon-cutting and dedication
ceremony for the new 9th Grade
Center on Monday, August 21. Watch
the District website (ocfsd.org) for
more information about the event.

KNIGHTS PLACE
TO CLOSE THIS
SuMMER

T

o accommodate the construction of the
walkway between the main Oak Creek High
School building and the new 9th Grade
Center, a portion of Knights Place, the road
between Puetz Road and Groveland Drive, will
be closed beginning Monday, June 12. Over the
summer, there will be no access to the high school parking lots from
Knights Place. The northwest parking lot (Lot C on the map above)

will be temporarily closed for the summer – while Lot A will remain
open. The parking lots located on the east side of the building (near
the athletic ﬁelds) will also remain open. Please see the map above
for details.
A second map, showing the permanent changes to Knights Place,
along with Oak Creek High School parking lot entries and exits, will
be shared on the District website over the summer.

SuMMER 2017 OAK CREEK CURRENT 15

More Flower for
Your Dollar!

The Oak Creek High School musical “Fly by Night”
was nominated for a record 17 Tommy Awards.

Buy Direct From
The Grower and Save

Wide variety of ﬂowers and plants

GORGEOUS
BLOOMS FOR
YOUR YARD
OR PATIO!

– Assorted annuals and bedding plants
– Beautiful hanging baskets
– Flowering containers
– Vegetables and herbs
JUNE HOURS
– Ornamental grasses
Mon.-fri.
8 a.m.-6 p.m.
– Gorgeous perennials

Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sun. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

1515 E. Rawson Ave. • Oak Creek
414.762.9151 • tehangreenhouses.com

Family owned and operated since1933

HIGH SCHOOL MuSICAL
NOMINATED FOR 17
TOMMY AWARDS
The Oak Creek High School winter musical,
“Fly by Night,” sold out all ﬁve nights of
production and was nominated for a school
record 17 Tommy Awards! Congratulations
to the following Tommy Award winners:
Best actress: Summer Kleppek
Outstanding Musical direction: Ms. Pacetti
Spirit award: Abigail Kubik
Outstanding Orchestra: Tony Fenner, Sam
Sibilski and Jake Lutzke

OAK CREEK HIGH
SCHOOL “u-KNIGHTS”
TO FIGHT ADDICTION
On May 13, more than 140 students,
community members and volunteers joined
Leader Academy students from Oak Creek
High School to participate in the Knights
Against Substance Abuse 5K Walk and
Resource Fair. The event raised more than
$2,400 to beneﬁt Meta House and SALS
Recovery Houses and Coaching, two local
non-proﬁts providing quality services and
treatment to those on their recovery journey.
The idea for this event was conceived
during one of the Leader Academy’s monthly
Leader Labs after one of the students shared
her passion for raising awareness about the
dangers of using drugs and alcohol.
Together, the group came up with the idea
of an awareness walk and resource fair in
order to reach out to the community. In
three short months, the students, with the
help of their advisor Mrs. Jody EbbingerBentley and a variety of community partners,
came together to stage the event. The group
was also awarded a $750 grant from the
Chick-ﬁl-A Foundation to cover a portion of
the event costs.
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CITY Of Oak CrEEk: MILITarY BaNNErS aT drEXEL TOWN SQUarE

ASPIRE CAMPS AND CLINICS FOR SuMMER
OPEN TraCk
Join us for a walk or run at the Oak Creek
High School Knights Community Stadium
each Saturday morning from 7-11 a.m.
The track will remain open through July 1
for community members to enjoy some
morning exercise. The track is open and
free to the community. Just sign in and get
ﬁt. To keep the area well-maintained, no
dogs, skateboards or strollers are allowed
on the track.
OPEN SWIM
Open Swim is available for everyone in the
community.This is a perfect time to “just
keep swimming” with your family and
friends. The Oak Creek High School Pool is
open from 3-5:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday
afternoons June 12-August 17. Make note
of this new time for summer! Swimmers
age 10 and under must be accompanied
by an adult.
TEEN & adULT LaP SWIM
Cross training? Building endurance?
This is the best time to get in the pool
focused on lap swim and strength training.
Lap Swim is offered 8-9 p.m., Monday Thursday from June 12-July 20 and July
31-August 31. There is a $2/person or
$1/person 55+ fee payable at the entrance
for both Open and Lap Swim.
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The Oak Creek High School Pool is
located at 340 E. Puetz Rd. on the east
side of the building. All OC Aquatics
patrons are to enter door #21.

POOL ParTIES
Birthday parties are now available at the
Oak Creek High School Pool. Summer
party hours are Thursdays from 3-5 p.m.
Consider hosting your next birthday party
with us. We provide the staff, pool and
party area. Pre-registration is required.
Contact the Youth Programs office at
414.768.6166 for reservation information.
CaMP OC
With summer quickly approaching, we look
to the many activities available for children
and families in Oak Creek. While we offer
several camps, clinics and care opportunities,
nothing can replace quality family time.
During the sunny days of summer ﬁnd time
to be together. Go for a walk. Get a scoop
of custard. Read a book together. Play a
game of tennis. Swing on your favorite
playground swingset.
When the children in your life do need
care, we offer some quality care programs
including wrap-around programs with
before and after care coinciding with the
District’s summer school program.

Morning care begins at 6:45 a.m. Afternoon
care begins once summer school is complete
and ends at 6 p.m. Once summer school
concludes we offer full-day, camp-style
care for students entering grades K5-8.
Camp OC will be hosted at East Middle
School. This new full-day Camp OC offers
six weeks of themed activities and weekly
ﬁeld trips. Activities will be based around
the themes of Ooey, Gooey Science, Spy
School, Nothing like Nature, Wacky Water,
Backyard Bash, and Amazing Race. It is a
fun way for families to have a safe and active
environment for their children while at work.
Research shows children who are not in
structured care programs are three times
more likely to engage in unsafe or unhealthy
activities. Parents with children in quality
care programs are less stressed, have fewer
unscheduled absences, and are more
productive at work. Offering great care
options helps our families and community
in many ways. Last year, the Youth Programs
department supported nearly 300 students
in before- and after-summer care programs.
During summer 2017 even more students
and families will beneﬁt from these offerings.

SUMMEr SPOrT CaMPS
We are so excited to get summer off on the right foot with some
awesome Oak Creek High School Knights athletic team-sponsored
camps for our community. These fundraising camps offer quality
instruction and contact time with varsity coaches, and current high
school and college players. Opportunities for school-aged athletes
with a variety of skill levels are offered.
Interested in registering a child you know? All camps are based
on the grade a child will be entering in fall 2017. Register online at
ocfsd.org, under the “Youth Programs” tab. See a sampling of our
camp offerings below. We hope to have the children in your life
participating in these amazing sports opportunities this summer!

A SAMPLE OF 2017 SUMMER CAMPS
Boys Basketball: June 13-16 and august 7-10
Grades 2-12: All Skills Camp with both offensive and defensive work.
Grades 4-9: Focusing on shooting form, shot preparation and drills.
Girls Basketball: June 26-29 and July 17-20
Grades 6-9: Defensive Skills Camp
Grades 4-9: All Skills Camp drills to improve your game led by
Coach Hluchnick, current and former players.
Cheer: august 14-16
Grades 4-8: New this year! Offered to girls and boys interested in
cheer jumps, stunts, and motions.
dance: august 8-10
Grades 5-8: New this year! Learn dance skills from the OCHS
dance team. Includes performance on the ﬁnal night.

Dentistry Beyond Your Expectations!
At Oak Creek Dental Care, we oﬀer extraordinary care and results for
each patient. From the moment you arrive in our oﬃce, our staﬀ
provides personal attention to ensure your complete comfort.
And we specialize in high-anxiety patients! Oak Creek Dental Care,
privately owned and operated, has been serving the community
for 30 years. Trust us for your complete dental needs for the whole family.
• FILLINGS • CROWNS AND BRIDGES • DENTURES • IMPLANTS • WHITENING
• VENEERS • EXTRACTIONS • ROOT CANAL THERAPY • BONDING

Let us ansform your smile today!
Oak Creek Dental Care LLC

Dr. Dan Koester & Dr. Ehsan Saleki
132 E. Drexel Ave. • Oak Creek • (414) 762-9010

oakcreekdentalcare.com

football: July 17-20
Grades 1-12: Position coaches will teach basic skills and fundamentals
to beginning players and speciﬁc position skills to more advanced
players.
Girls Golf: Mondays, June 19-July 17
Grades 4-9: New this year! Group lessons with OCHS players and
Coach Abendschein at Oakwood Golf Course.
freestyle LaCrosse: Thursdays, July 27-august 24
Grades 2-12: New this year! This hybrid sport is the next big thing
combining lacrosse, soccer, and hockey.
Girls rugby: June 26-29
Grades 4-9: Designed to introduce middle school students to the
sport. All drill and games are non-contact.
Soccer: June 19-23 and July 24-28
Grades 1-5: Midwest Soccer Academy will offer foundational
soccer skills through demonstration, explanation, and participation.
Grades 6-12: Challenger Sports British Soccer Camp offers an
innovative approach to coaching middle and high school players.
Soccer: august 7-10
Grades 1-5: Mini-ballers fundamentals taught through games and
fun activities.
Tennis: June 12-15, June 19-22, July 17-20 and July 24-27
Grades K5-12: Designed to prepare players for competition with drills
and coaching support. Coach Tellefson and high school and college
players work with each player at their level.
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Are Conversations Hard To Follow?
You don’t have to miss another word.
Muse hearing aids lead the industry in
supreme sound quality and premium
features. They are designed to:

We offer small and discreet styles.
Ask us what’s right for you.
OFFERING SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS
AND THREE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS.

• Help you better understand
conversations and hear comfortably
in any noisy environment.
• Make speech more audible by
keeping loud sounds comfortable
and boosting soft sounds.
• Stream TV, music and more to your
hearing aids.

dOLOrES TOMaSIk, LICENSEd HEarING INSTrUMENT SPECIaLIST
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3552 E. Layton ave.
Cudahy, Wisconsin

6601 W. Oklahoma ave.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

8720 W. North ave.
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin

414.744.0449

414.744.0449

414.744.0200

Choose Pam BeCk –
Your “Realtor for Life!”
When you want it SOLD, contact
Oak Creek resident Pam BeCk.
aS a LONGSTaNdING Oak CrEEk rESIdENT, I WOULd
LOVE THE OPPOrTUNITY TO LIST/SELL YOUr HOME.
I have been helping my Oak Creek neighbors for more than 20 years get the
highest prices for their homes. Let’s work together and have fun in the process.
Please contact me for exceptional personal service and a free market analysis.
Take advantage of today’s hot real estate market!

(414) 322-8551
Pam@PamBeckTeam.com • Visit PamBeck.com

ER
NEW SUMM
D
N
A
HOURS
N!
SUMMER FU

Proudly Serving
the Oak Creek
Community!
22 ACRES DEDICATED TO THE VETERANS AND YOUTH OF OAK CREEK
• Hours Mon.-Fri. 2 p.m. to close • Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m. to close
• Bar open to the public 7 days/week • Happy Hour Mon.-Fri. 2-6 p.m.
• Karaoke with MEchel (alt. Fridays 8 p.m.)

SAVE THE DATE: 4th of July Festivities
Open at 8 a.m. • Great viewing for the parade
Drink specials • Food • Live music • Stuff for the kiddies
BOOK YOUR SUMMER PARTIES, PICNICS AND
WEDDINGS NOW. SPACE IS FILLING UP FAST!
ASK ABOUT RENTALS FOR WEDDINGS, SHOWERS
BUSINESS MEETINGS, FUNERALS, ANNIVERSARIES, PICNICS.
CALL (414) 739-6223 FOR RENTAL INFORMATION.
Catering available by the Ladies Auxiliary Post 434

MEET YOUR FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS AT THE POST!
OAK CREEK AMERICAN LEGION POST 434
9327 S. Shepherd Ave. • (414) 762-9660
SuMMER 2017 OAK CREEK CURRENT 21

MILWaUkEE arEa TECHNICaL COLLEGE (MaTC): Oak CrEEk CaMPUS

MATC’s Oak Creek Campus is home to the
college’s automotive maintenance and auto collision
repair and ﬁnish technical diploma programs.

LARGEST GRANT IN MATC HISTORY WILL
EXPAND AuTOMOTIVE PROGRAMS

T

om Hurvis, chairman of Old World Industries,
LLC, the parent company of the PEAK
automotive brand and co-founder of the
Al Hurvis/ADAMM Education Foundation,
announced a $3 million challenge grant to expand
MATC’s automotive programs and kick off fundraising
to create the Al Hurvis/PEAK Transportation Center.
The grant provides
$1 million in immediate
funding, and up to an
additional $2 million for
every dollar the MATC
Foundation, Inc., raises
for the project over the next
two years. Grant funding
will provide seed money to
launch expanded academic
programming, including the
additional personnel and
equipment expenses for the new Transportation Center, located at the
Downtown Milwaukee Campus. The challenge grant would be the
largest private gift ever made to MATC.
The gift addresses a shortage of skilled automotive technicians by
encouraging middle school, high school and adult students to enter
careers in the growing transportation industry. The u.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics projects that employment in the automotive repair sector will
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increase nine percent between 2012 and 2022. Service managers
report a shortage of skilled auto technicians at dealerships, repair shops
and retail auto parts stores across the country.
“This grant will ramp up the college’s transportation programs and
strengthen our relationship with the automotive industry,” says MATC
President Dr. Vicki J. Martin. “Together, we will create more opportunities
for young people to ﬁll the talent pipeline.”
Grant funds will result in expanded activities, including:
• Recruitment of students to MATC’s automotive programs.
• Automotive clubs in which MATC students repair their own vehicles.
• Mentoring and support services to help MATC automotive students
succeed academically.
• Service learning projects in which students provide auto diagnostic
services to the public.
• Internships and job placement activities linking MATC graduates to
employment.
• Summer camps and after-school programs for middle and high
school students.

MaTC Promise Offered to Class of 2018
More than 6,000 prospective students have applied to participate in
the MATC Promise program, which offers ﬁve semesters of free tuition
and fees for students who meet and maintain eligibility requirements.
In conjunction with Community College Month, which was celebrated
nationwide during April, the college has announced members of the
high school Class of 2018 (current juniors) can apply for the MATC

Visit matc.edu
MaTC and Girl Scouts Partner on Camp HErO July 9-14

Promise. Eligibility requirements include:
• 2018 on-time high school graduate.
• Graduate from a high school in the MATC service district and/or
reside in the MATC service district.
• Register for the MATC Promise and apply for admission to MATC.
• Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
• Achieve minimum composite score of 16 on the ACT.
• Have 90% attendance rate during 2017-2018 academic year
(senior year of high school).
• Achieve minimum 2.0 GPA during 2017-2018 academic year
(senior year of high school).
• Student and academic program must meet eligibility requirements
for federal and Wisconsin ﬁnancial aid.
• Have an Expected Family Contribution (EFC) of $4,500 or lower
(A student’s EFC is an index number of how much ﬁnancial aid the
student is eligible to receive. It is not the amount of money a student
will have to pay for college, nor is it the amount of federal student aid
a student will receive.)
• Enroll as a full-time student at MATC for the Fall 2018 semester.
• MATC will pay the tuition and fees, after federal and state ﬁnancial
grant aid has been applied, for eligible students for ﬁve consecutive
semesters (up to 15 credits each semester; does not include summer
semester).
Find more details at matc.edu/promise.

Several New academic
Programs Offered
In a continuing effort to offer
academic programs that prepare
area residents for in-demand
careers in the region, several new
programs have been added to
MATC offerings. Instruction will
begin this fall for the following:
• Associate in Arts Degree: Community Engagement Track*
• Automotive Technology Maintenance Light Repair technical diploma
• Landscape Horticulture Technician technical diploma
• Automotive Express Lube Technician certiﬁcate*
• Aviation Maintenance Technician general certiﬁcate*
• Property Management certiﬁcate
• Real Estate Salesperson certiﬁcate
• Welding Fundamentals certiﬁcate*
Register now for fall semester classes at MATC.edu.

Girls entering grades 9-12 can learn about the requirements needed for
a career in the protective services at the second annual Camp HERO
at the Oak Creek Campus.
Spend a week living and training
just like professional ﬁreﬁghters,
police officers and EMTs.
Girls have the chance to learn
from real- world heroes in our
community while exploring
career options.
For more info, visit
gswise.org and search
Camp HERO.

MaTC adds Men’s and Women’s Tennis Teams
The college has announced that the athletic department will add men’s
and women’s tennis teams beginning with the 2017-18 academic year.
The teams will participate on the National Junior Collegiate Athletic
Association (NJCAA) Division III level and will be independent. The
women’s team will compete in the fall; the men’s team will compete in
the spring.
“We are excited to add tennis programs to our athletic offerings and
appreciate the support of many community and tennis partners,” says
MATC President Dr. Vicki J. Martin. “The Milwaukee Tennis & Education
Foundation (MTEF), Milwaukee Tennis Classic (MTC), Summit Education
Association, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee Public Schools
and the Al Hurvis/ADAMM Education Foundation work collaboratively
to provide support across Milwaukee and southeastern Wisconsin.
MATC also offers baseball, men’s and women’s basketball, men’s and
women’s soccer, softball, and women’s volleyball. Learn more about the
athletic teams at matcstormers.com.

Watch for MATC
during the Oak Creek
4th of July Parade
this year!

* Will be offered at the Oak Creek Campus
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SUMMER CAMP

June 5-Sept. 6 • 7 a.m.-6 p.m.
Ages 5-12 Years Old
Hosted at Grace Lutheran School

Grace Early Childhood Center
Now enrolling 6 wks.-4 years
3381 E. Puetz Rd.
Call 414-762-8755 to register!
PROVIDING A CHRIST-CENTERED EDUCATION
PREPARING CHILDREN FOR LIFE BOTH
ACADEMICALLY AND SPIRITUALLY

Grace Lutheran School
Now enrolling 4K-Grade 8
Call today for information
and to schedule a tour!
8537 S. Pennsylvania Ave. • Oak Creek
414-762-3655 • graceoakcreek.org
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QR code for
summer camp

442 W. Rawson Ave. • Oak Creek
Build confidence, gain friendships
and have fun! We oﬀer:

Sign up for
summer fun!
Ask about
our birthday
parties!

• Competitive teams
• Prep teams
• Tumbling classes
• Intro to cheer classes
• Open gyms
• Baby and toddler tumbling

GET REGISTERED TODAY!
rockstar.athletics@yahoo.com • rockstarathleticscheer.com
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BarrETT LO VISIONarY dEVELOPMENT: EMEraLd rOW aParTMENTS aT drEXEL TOWN SQUarE

CONVENIENT LIVING AT
EMERALD ROW
Over the past nine months, dozens of
families have made Emerald Row their
home. And it’s safe to say these ﬁrst
Drexel Town Square residents have been
enjoying the many local and national
businesses that have come to Oak Creek, all
conveniently located right off of busy Drexel Avenue between
Howell Avenue and Highway 41, just 4 miles from Mitchell
International Airport. The Emerald Row property is nestled within a
walkable neighborhood containing the Oak Creek municipal offices,
public library, Emerald Preserve Park, restaurants and shopping.
When talking with the new residents, it seems there are a lot
of folks moving here because of the proximity to the lakefront,
parks, freeway, local jobs, airport and nearby urban centers like
Milwaukee and Chicago. It’s evident that they’ve all found this
quaint urban center a great place to experience the ease of
suburban life with their favorite spots within walking distance.
Residents of Emerald Row have a variety of dining and shopping
options right outside their front doors. In the mood for pizza? The
award-winning Pizza Man has got you covered. Or how about some
tacos? BelAir Cantina is right around the corner. Residents also have
easy access to some of the best coffee around at Valentine Coffee
Roasters’ new brick and mortar store, just opened in Emerald Row.
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Restaurants such as Chick-Fil-A, Chocolate Factory, Five Guys,
and Potbelly are also located within Drexel Town Square and easily
accessible for residents.
Aside from a wide variety of food options, residents also have
easy access to specialty shops, such as Ly Ly Nails & Spa, Mode,
Performance Running Outﬁtters and Roots Salon, as well as
Woodman’s grocery store and major retailer Meijer.
Other retail and service businesses that are in close proximity
include Forward Dental, Martinizing Dry Cleaning, Mattress Firm,
PetSmart, and u.S. Bank. And don’t forget the highly anticipated
opening of IKEA in 2018 at the Drexel exit off Highway I-41.
In addition to such a walkable and convenient neighborhood,
each unit includes ﬁber optic Internet, plank ﬂooring, granite
countertops, in-unit washer/dryer and a private terrace. Residents
also have access to heated underground parking and bicycle parking,
as well as surface parking for their own cars as well as their guests’
vehicles. These apartment homes are also pet friendly. Community
amenities include an outdoor zero-entry pool, indoor-outdoor
lounge, two theatre rooms and a club room.
One-, two- and three-bedroom apartment homes are waiting
for your review, with tours available daily. Please make an
appointment by calling the Emerald Row leasing specialist today
at (414) 622-0000.

“It’s evident
that they’ve all found
this quaint urban
center a great place to
experience the ease of
suburban life ...”
With the completion of Phase I of Emerald
Row, Barrett Lo Visionary Development has had
a very busy year – with another busy year ahead
as the company recently closed on a seven-acre
plot of land, the last remaining parcel at Drexel
Town Square. This land will be home to Phase II
of Emerald Row, slated to begin construction this
summer. This phase of the development will bring
an additional 240 units to the neighborhood.
After the completion of this phase, Barret Lo
Visionary Development will be building an
additional 250 units on land that the company
recently acquired, bringing the project total to
657 units.
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Comprehensive Protection. Coverage at a Fair Price.
Auto • Home • Condo • Renters • Boat • Motorcycle • Business • Life/Health/Disability
BWO Insurance Group, LLC, is an independent insurance agency
providing competitive rates and quality coverage to protect your most
valued possessions. With more than 40 insurance carriers to shop
from, we’re your one-stop shop.
Call us today to find out how we can help with all your insurance
needs. Let us provide you with a no-cost, no-obligation review and
comparison of your insurance. A free quote is only a phone call away
at (414) 768-8100. Proudly serving the Oak Creek community!

“Good People to Know”

bwoinsurance.com
2111 E. Rawson Ave. • Oak Creek • (414) 768-8100

RESERVE YOUR LUXURY
APARTMENT TODAY!

Luxury Apartments at Drexel Town Square
The new Forge & Flare apartments lead the
Milwaukee market in creative design, finishes and
remarkable amenities. Choose from one-, two- and
three-bedroom homes that include heated,
underground parking. Discover exceptional living
at Forge & Flare at Drexel Town Center.
Schedule your personal apartment tour today!
Call (414) 255-3580 or email
info@forgeandflareapartments.com.

forgeandflareapartments.com
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fIrST aNNUaL
ENJOY
GREAT FOOD
AND
LIVE MUSIC!

An Education You
Can Have Faith In

4-6:30 p.m.
Project 3:13
(REO Tribute and
80’s ROCK)
7:30-11 p.m.
Rhythm Method
(Classic Rock)

SATURDAY, JUNE 17
Drexel Town Square

Come and
Celeate Summer!

• More than 10
food trucks
• Must be 21
to drink
• I.D.s will be
required
• No carry ins

Visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents
for more information.

DOG
DAy
at drexel

SErVING 4k-8TH GradE

NOW ENROLLING
Stop by or call for a tour today!

9329 S. Chicago Rd. • Oak Creek • stmattoc.org
414-762-6820 • school@stmattoc.org
facebook.com/StMatthewParishSchool

Award-Winning Senior Living

Saturday, July 15 • 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
featuring Pier Pups Canine dock Jumping,
dog-related vendors and businesses, and more!
Enjoy a splashing
good time with Pier Pups, a unique dock diving venue that caters
to all dogs – from novice to pro jumpers, with an emphasis on
the “family dog.” Does your dog love to swim and chase a toy
into the water? Do you love to watch high-ﬂying,
catching and splashing canines?
IF SO, THIS FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENT IS JUST FOR YOU!

for more information on Pier Pups or to pre-register
your dog for this event, please visit pierpups.com.
Visit the City’s website at oakcreewi.org/communityevents
or the City of Oak Creek Government page on Facebook
for more information.

2016
Property
Excellence in
affordable
Housing award
Winner

ENJOY AN INDEPENDENT LIFESTYLE ...
• Spacious 1- and 2-bedroom units
• Salon, chapel and store
• Free laundry facilities
• Free heated, underground parking
• Fitness center and game room
• Outdoor pool
• Pet friendly (under 30 lbs.)

• Great location
• Free transportation shopping
• Wellness clinic
• 24/7 maintenance
• Non-smoking
• Computer access and storage lockers
• Income limits may apply

CALL TODAY
TO SCHEDULE
YOUR TOUR!
400 E. Centennial Dr. • 414.762.7762 • wimmercommunities.com
(first stoplight south of Puetz Rd. and east of Howell Ave.)
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CITY Of Oak CrEEk: CHaNGES MadE TO COMMON COUNCIL

CHANGES MADE TO CITY OF OAK CREEK
COMMON COuNCIL

Mayor Dan Bukiewicz

Former Mayor Steve Scaffidi

New Alderman Greg Loreck

New Alderman Rich Duchniak

T

he ﬁrst part of 2017
brought signiﬁcant
changes to Oak
Creek’s Common
Council. In February,
Mayor Steve Scaffidi
announced plans to step down as mayor to
host the mid-day radio show on AM620
WTMJ. With one year left on his mayoral
term, the move was unexpected. However,
when this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
presented itself, he felt he could not pass it
up. “It’s a station I grew up listening to, and
I look forward to informing and entertaining
the listeners with honest conversation,”
says Scaffidi.
With Mayor Scaffidi’s departure, it was up
to the Common Council to decide who should
complete the remainder of his term. District 2
Alderman Dan Bukiewicz was appointed by a
unanimous vote to serve as mayor until the
April 2018 election. Bukiewicz was ﬁrst
elected to the Common Council in 2008, and
has been a resident of Oak Creek for 27 years.
After his appointment during the March 7
Common Council meeting, Bukiewicz noted,
“I will do my best to serve the citizens for the
remainder of Mayor Scaffidi’s term, and I am
conﬁdent that it will be business as usual in
Oak Creek.”
As Bukiewicz transitioned to the position of
mayor, a new District 2 Aldermanic vacancy
was created. Following a two-week application
period, seven potential candidates who were
interested in completing the remainder of his
term stepped forward. During a special meeting
held on April 10, candidates were interviewed
by the Common Council, and Greg Loreck
was unanimously chosen to ﬁll the position.
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Loreck, a 10-year resident of Oak Creek,
currently works as a forensic investigator for
the Milwaukee County Medical Examiner’s
Office. For the past 20 years, he has also
served in the u.S. Coast Guard, on both active
duty and the reserves. Having served in various
government and civic capacities since graduating
from high school, his motivation to serve on
the Common Council was to become more
involved in decisions directly affecting the
community. “I feel that it is important to
serve in whatever capacity possible to make a
difference,” says Loreck.
The ﬁnal change to the make-up of the
Council took place when Rich Duchniak was
voted into the District 3 Aldermanic seat
during the April election. Although new to
elected office, Duchniak has been an Oak
Creek resident and homeowner for the past
21 years. He currently serves as the Club
President of the Oak Creek Kiwanis Club, and
is a board member for the National Night Out
committee. In April, he retired as the Executive
Director of the Oak Creek Community
Center, a position he had held since 1999.
Duchniak states, “Although my full-time
working career has come to an end, my
willingness to serve has not. I look forward to
meeting and working with the many citizens,
organizations, and businesses that make our
City a great one!”
We would like to thank former Mayor Scaffidi
for his years of service to the City of Oak
Creek. Staff and residents alike will miss his
vision, leadership and commitment to the
City, and we look forward to tuning in to his
next adventure! Additionally, we wish Mayor
Bukiewicz, Alderman Loreck and Alderman
Duchniak success as they begin their new
leadership roles with the City!

rEGISTEr
IN JUNE
fOr OUr
2017-18
PrOGraM!

OUR SUMMER CLASSES BEGIN JUNE 19
• Dance Classes for All Ages:
Age 3 to Adult

TOuRISM COMMISSION
BRINGS NEW EVENTS TO CITY
Whether you have lived here two months or 20 years, we hope you
would agree that Oak Creek and the Milwaukee area have a lot to
offer residents and visitors alike. As we welcome summer back to
Wisconsin, we hope you will take advantage of the many new
dining, shopping, recreation and entertainment options that are
available at Drexel Town Square and throughout the City of Oak Creek.
Beginning this year, the City has created a new Tourism
Commission to promote Oak Creek as a destination for visitors.
Leading that effort is the City’s new destination marketingspecialist,
Kristin Kowaleski, who comes to the City with experience in both
business administration and event
management. Kowaleski is eager to
begin promoting everything Oak Creek
has to offer.
“I love working events because I get
to show off the best of my city to the
people who live, work, shop and play
here. Events are about bringing people
together and creating memorable
Kristin Kowaleski
experiences,” she says.
In her role as destination marketing specialist, Kowaleski will be
working with our community partners on a number of new events
such as movies in the park, fall and winter festivals, as well as returning
favorites such as summer concerts and Dog Day at Drexel (July 15,
see pg. 29).
Support of these events is made possible through revenue generated
by a local tax on hotel stays at properties within the City. By state
law, most of this hotel tax revenue must be spent exclusively on
tourism promotion and development – no property taxes are used
to support these community events.
To learn more about all of the events the City of Oak Creek is
planning, please visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents or follow the
City’s Facebook page at facebook.com/cityofoakcreek. If you have
any questions about upcoming events, ideas for future events or are
interested in becoming an event volunteer, please contact Kowaleski
at events@oakcreekwi.org.

• Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop,
Contemporary, Yoga and More
• Progressive Dance for Children
with Special Needs
• Offering a Technique Intensive
Program for Those Interested in
Competitive Dance
• Personalized Instruction
from Master Teachers

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!
YOUNG DANCE ACADEMY
Striving for excellence in dance since 1983!
181 W. Marquette Ave. • Oak Creek • (414) 768-9876 • youngdance.biz

SuMMER 2017 OAK CREEK CURRENT 31

FIRST CARE INITIATIVE PREPARES
OAK CREEK FOR AN EMERGENCY
t is a scenario that no one wants to imagine –
an active shooter situation in a local school
or place of business. However, Oak Creek’s
police and ﬁre departments are working
with the City’s schools, government offices
and local businesses to help them prepare for
the unthinkable.
The Active Shooter Preparedness and Response training course
was developed by Oak Creek’s police and ﬁre services, after their
response to two active shooter events, with the goal of preventing
future tragedies in our City. Overall, this program is designed to
empower individuals with the tools and concepts they need to
be successful in preventing and responding to an active shooter
event. Instruction includes fear
management and decision making,
as well as tactical techniques and
concepts that give individuals
lifesaving advantages.
The City of Oak Creek Fire
and Police Departments have
collaboratively trained over the last
four years utilizing methods that
allow ﬁreﬁghter/paramedics with
no tactical training to don ballistic
gear and join police officers in an
environment of an active shooter
scenario. This is in an effort to care
for the injured more quickly. These
Rescue Task Force teams have
signiﬁcantly increased the speed in
which trained professionals are able
to treat the injured. However, even with these mechanisms in place,
emergency personnel will never be able to reach the injured faster
than the individuals who are already on scene. When an active
shooter incident occurs in a school, basic trauma care can begin
before police officers and ﬁreﬁghters arrive. These on-scene “First

I
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Care Providers” are made up of the teachers, administrators and
support staff at our local schools.
Oak Creek’s First Care Initiative was developed collaboratively
in 2013 by the Oak Creek Police Department (OCPD), the Oak
Creek Fire Department (OCFD) and the Oak Creek Franklin Joint
School District (OCFJSD). The focus of this initiative is to empower
bystanders to provide care that will slow down bleeding – the numberone cause of death in this environment – and protect the airway of
wounded victims. Within the ﬁrst year of the program, almost 95
percent of the School District’s administration, faculty and staff
received this training.
Prior to implementing this collaborative program in August 2013,
the School District’s active shooter policy was limited to locking
down the classroom and sheltering in place. The revised policy,
however, provides a more proactive approach. Faculty and staff are
now given more information about preventing active shooter
incidents through the OCPD’s “Hear Something, Say Something”
program. Additionally, School District employees are given more
options when responding and reacting to an active shooter –
lockdown is no longer the only option.
“The context of the situation dictates the potential response,”
notes Oak Creek Police Captain Mike Bolender. As such, faculty
and staff are taught to “Move with Purpose,” creating distance from
the danger, if the situation allows. Response training focuses on
option-based decision-making and utilizes video vignettes showing
examples of active shooter scenarios. Educators are presented with
potential tactics to employ, including methods to defeat the gunman.
Bolender believes that creating an “action script” for the place
individuals spend most of their day is a critical component to making
better decisions in an active shooter situation. “Knowing in advance
how you would respond to a gunman in close proximity to you –
and just outside of your immediate area – could save your life,”
states Bolender.
While active shooter training is becoming commonplace in
schools and businesses across the country, Oak Creek’s program is
distinctive because of the additional First Care component.

CITY Of Oak CrEEk: fIrST CarE INITIaTIVE

The primary focus of the First Care Initiative training presented by
the Oak Creek Fire Department to School District employees is
using a trauma kit for hemorrhage control. These kits, known as
“Treat and Go” kits, contain tourniquets and emergency bandages
as well as occlusive and hemostatic agents. During staff in-service day
workshops, School District employees are trained to use these
different supplies with instruction and hands-on, scenario-based
simulations. The outcome of this training is that faculty and staff
becomes a potential force multiplier in a crisis situation, enhancing
the typical emergency response with on-site personnel and equipment.
One teacher noted that teachers “are the real ﬁrst responders, if you
think about it” during an active shooter situation. For that reason
alone, this First Care Initiative training is vitally important.
By the end of the 2013-2014 school year, enough funds had
been raised to cover the cost of 150 trauma kits for Oak Creek
schools, including the City’s private/parochial schools. These kits,
which cost $120 each, have been placed in every school in the Oak
Creek-Franklin Joint School District. Since the program began,
even more kits have made their way into the schools. This is due to
the generosity of private corporations and organizations, as well as
the fundraising efforts of student councils and parent/teacher
organizations who share the goal of putting a “Treat and Go” kit
into every classroom. However, this goal has only been achieved
by a small number of schools.
The concept of training civilians to provide First Care in crisis
situations, otherwise known as Community-based Tactical
Emergency Casualty Care (TECC), is also expanding to Oak
Creek’s civic buildings and local businesses. The Oak Creek Civic
Center has trauma bags in the building’s shelter-in-place areas.
Additionally, many employees of City Hall and the Library have
been trained in hemorrhage control and airway management.
Likewise, local businesses have incorporated similar training into
their emergency preparedness plan and have purchased trauma
equipment to have onsite.
Oak Creek Fireﬁghter Paramedic and First Care instructor,
Roger Kieffer, states, “I believe better outcomes can be produced
through training, awareness and education, by anyone willing to
learn these techniques.”
Through this proactive approach by Oak Creek’s police and ﬁre
services, equipping many in our community with lifesaving tools
and knowledge, we are optimistic that it will result in better
outcomes, not only in the event of an active shooter, but in all
events involving trauma.

TO MakE a dONaTION TO OUr SCHOOLS
If someone wants to make a donation to a speciﬁc school –
maybe the school their children attend, they can contact
the school principal, and the principal will share some simple
documentation to make the donation. If an individual or
company would like to donate to the District, whether they’d
like to specify a speciﬁc purpose for the donation or not,
they can contact the District Business Office to make
their tax-deductible donation.

College Planning:
Know Before You Go
From Don Savaglia,
CEO and Financial Advisor,
Savaglia Investments and Planning

Dear Oak Creek Neighbors,

As a financial advisor, it’s my job to focus on the financial
well-being of my clients. And one of the biggest decisions I
help my clients and their families make is WHERE they receive
their college education and, of course, HOW they pay for it.
The impact of choosing the right school is lifelong.
So what is the key to successful college planning?
“Know Before You Go,” says senior advisor and resident
college-planning expert, Jamie L. Hanson, of our partner firm
Akamai Investment Advisors.
For those of you with junior- to high-school-aged kids
(perhaps attending Oak Creek High, like my own once did),
the time to start thinking about where they’re going to attend
school after high school is NOW. “We’ll figure it out when
the time comes” is the wrong attitude when it comes to
college planning!
Firms such as Savaglia Investments and Planning and
Akamai provide comprehensive college planning for families
with children, including specific exercises to help illustrate
what life will be like, both during and after college, to help you
make solid decisions.
Give us a call to schedule a complimentary discussion
about your unique circumstances – we’re here to help!
Best regards, Don

7300 S. 13th St. • Suite 103 Oak Creek • 414-768-1984 • savaglia.com
Securities and Advisory Services offered through Cetera Advisor Networks, LLC member FINRA/SIPC.
Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.
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OAK CREEK-WAuKESHA WATER SuPPLY
VIEWED AS MuTuALLY BENEFICIAL

Water Rates To Drop 20% for Average utility Customer

O

“If a community uses 50 percent of the water, it pays 50
ak Creek and Waukesha officials see beneﬁts
percent of the production cost,” Sullivan says. “We believe this new
to both communities and existing water
streamlined, straightforward calculation beneﬁts all the communities
customers, as the municipalities make
we serve. It’s predictable and fair.” Oak Creek is renowned nationally
progress toward a ﬁnal water supply
for its water quality and for its forward-thinking operation.
agreement. For existing Oak Creek Water
The utility has received annual recognition by an international
utility customers, water rates are projected to
accounting organization for the last 23 years. This is based on
drop 20 percent once water ﬂows to the western suburb.
continuous strength of internal controls, accounting and ﬁnancial
For Waukesha residents, a water supply that is clean, safe, and
reporting – speciﬁcally, for its spirit of full disclosure and clearly
reliable. Water sales are expected to begin in 2023.
“Our existing water service area customers – those in Oak Creek, communicating ﬁnancial information to the community.
Oak Creek’s water quality has been recognized with three
Franklin and the Village of Caledonia – will see rate decreases once
separate national Partnership for Safe Water awards involving the
water sales start with Waukesha,” says Mike Sullivan, Oak Creek
treatment plant and pipe distribution system.
Water and Sewer utility general manager. “When
These awards have only been achieved by 12
we add more customers to our service area, we will
other utilities in the nation.
be able to spread out the cost. This lowers rates for
“For
“For decades, the utility has been recognized
current customers.”
decades, the
for its technical and ﬁnancial planning to ensure
“We are most impressed with Oak Creek’s
Utility has been
the cleanest, safest, most reliable drinking water
record of supplying some of the nation’s most
recognized
for
its
ﬂows to communities we serve,” says Patrick
reliable, cleanest, safest drinking water,” says
technical and financial
Francis, Water Treatment Plant manager. “Our
Dan Duchniak, Waukesha Water utility general
ability to deliver water to an expanded service area
manager. “Oak Creek is ﬁnancially sound,
planning to ensure the
that includes Waukesha is a testament to our
forward-looking in its infrastructure investment
cleanest, safest, most
record of stewardship on behalf of our customers.”
and well-regarded for its transparent operations.
reliable drinking water
These qualities and its record of safety, quality
flows to communities
Oak Creek-Waukesha Water Background
and reliability give us conﬁdence an agreement
Oak Creek and Waukesha began discussions
we
serve.”
with Oak Creek would create a mutually
about drinking water supply in 2012, when
beneﬁcial, sustainable relationship.”
Waukesha started its search for a new source
As the proposed agreement between the two municipalities
of
drinking
water.
Waukesha needs a new drinking water source
continues to advance toward ﬁnalization, Waukesha is preparing
because
its
groundwater
source is environmentally unsustainable
construction plans and timelines. A $206 million large pipeline and
and
contains
radium.
other signiﬁcant improvements are required to transport drinking
Waukesha would get drinking water from Oak Creek. It would
water from Oak Creek to Waukesha. Oak Creek, for its part,
then
return the same volume of water back to Lake Michigan via
projects about $10 million of water system improvements prior
the
Root
River, a tributary, after use and advanced levels of treatment.
to supplying Waukesha with water.
The
additional
water will be cleaner than the river and will especially
“These improvements were part of our long-term infrastructure
beneﬁt the river and its ﬁshery during dry months.
and budget projections,” Sullivan says. “The opportunity to reduce
Waukesha thoroughly evaluated three water suppliers before
water rates by 20 percent for existing customers prompted our
taking
steps to enter into a long-term water supply contract with
decision to move the investment forward on our timeline.”
Oak
Creek.
The intergovernmental agreement is expected to span
The proposed agreement to supply water to Waukesha outlines
40 years and automatically renew for another 40 years.
a new way of allocating water production costs. The new formula
Please contact utility General Manager Mike Sullivan at
would charge each community that receives Oak Creek water based
msullivan@water.oak-creek.wi.us
or (414) 570-8210 with any
on usage.
questions.
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A look back at history...

We Deliver Excellence –
One Project at a Time

We will design your perfect
interior or exterior living space
for you to enjoy with family
and friends!

Our Comprehensive Services:
Sunrooms
Decks
Pergolas
Gazebos

ELM ROAD GENERATING PLANT
10th ANNIVERSARY OF
TuNNEL FIRE: March 7, 2007

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Roofing
Siding

Doors
Windows
Basements

Call us
today at
1-888-217-2599

Your Full-Service Interior and Exterior Remodeling Contractor

Call 414-333-1888 • excelcontractor.com

Just after midnight on March 2, 2007, the Oak Creek Fire
Department and its Mutual Aid partners were dispatched for a ﬁre
in the tunnel at the new Elm Road Generating Plant construction
project. Work on the 9,000-ft. long, 27-ft. diameter tunnel was
nearly complete when the incident occurred.
Workers had been dismantling
the conveyor system when a
spark from a torch settled on
the conveyor, starting a ﬁre in
the 200-ft. deep tunnel shaft.
As it smoldered undetected,
it caused the above-ground
support system to catch ﬁre
as well. As crews arrived, they
attacked the above-ground ﬁre
ﬁrst, and had it controlled
within an hour. For the safety
of the ﬁreﬁghters, crews did
not enter the tunnel while it
was on ﬁre.
Although the ﬁre was
contained to the shaft, crews
were on the scene for more
than 12 hours applying foam and water before ﬁnally extinguishing
the blaze. No injuries were reported during the incident, but damage
was estimated at over $1.8 million.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF SuMMER
LEARNING PROGRAMS

W

hen you hear the phrase, “summer slide,”
what comes to mind? Maybe it’s a sunny
day at the park or a family vacation to a
Wisconsin Dells waterpark.
unfortunately, this phrase has less pleasant
connotations when it comes to the educational
achievement of our children. For many students, a detrimental learning
gap develops during the months they are not in school. Studies have
shown that, without intervention, all children lose approximately an
entire month’s worth of learning during the summer and that trying
to catch them up during the school months is ineffective. Falling
behind is also expensive – the journal Educational Leadership reports
that it costs taxpayers about $1,500 per pupil to remediate the
academic loss from the summer months. By the time a child reaches
the ninth grade, an accumulation of “summer slides” may lead to a
devastating gap in their reading scores compared to peers who
focused on learning during their summer break. This gap has the
potential to severely affect life outcomes in adulthood, including
future job prospects and limited income potential.
Librarians have been concerned about the summer learning gap
for years. Many studies have been published over the past decade to
illustrate the dire consequences facing the academic career of our
nation’s children. As part of these studies, researchers have also
studied ways to confront and overcome the effects of such delays.
The best models of education focus on a “connected learning”
approach to instruction, where children are not just recipients of
information, but are active participants in their learning process.
Interest-driven and hands-on activities for children generate
curiosity in the topic being studied and increase the likelihood that
students will absorb the lessons presented. Having fun in an educational
environment with peers and supportive adult guides improves the
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academic achievement of students over time. Children who have the
opportunity to focus on summer learning are much more likely to
graduate from high school and continue on to college.
As noted by the National Center on Afterschool and Summer
Enrichment, children who attend quality summer learning programs
see “improved skills in literacy, improved self-esteem and leadership.”
Additionally, it has been found that children who read independently
for just 20 minutes per day can increase their comprehension and
vocabulary abilities and are more likely to obtain a higher score on
reading assessments than their non-summer reading classmates.
The Oak Creek Public Library wants to be a partner for parents in
preventing the “summer slide” for its children, by offering a variety
of opportunities for learning, including access to a great selection of
reading materials at every ability level. By participating in the Library’s
Reading Challenge, children are encouraged to read and parents have
a method for tracking the amount of time their child spends reading
(remember, just 20 minutes a day makes a big difference!).
The Library also offers an entertaining and educational slate of free
programs and performances that help engage a child’s mind throughout
the summer months. For example, our “World of Activities” programs
are designed to help children connect with learning through fun,
interactive sessions – they will get a better grasp on chemistry
through the “Playing with Polymers” session or a clearer understanding
of zoology by coming to “Let’s Leave It to the Beavers!” program.
Visit the Oak Creek Library in person or online at
oakcreeklibrary.org or see the summer Acorn Recreation Guide for
more information. Working together, parents and librarians can
maintain our children’s academic success over the summer and
ensure that the “summer slide” returns to its rightful place as a
great piece of playground equipment.

CITY Of Oak CrEEk: LIBrarY NEWS

LIBRARY SPECIAL
SuMMER EVENTS
Summer reading Program: kick-off friday, June 16
4-7 p.m.
Bliss Tonic Yoga and Movement arts • Thur., July 27
for children and teens
Go with the ﬂow! Children are invited to ﬂow through a fun,
energetic and relaxing yoga class and will learn ways that yoga
can channel excess energy. Bring your yoga mat for this amazing
experience. Teens can register for the evening session where
instructors will use hula-hoops and yoga moves to de-stress.
The children’s sessions will be held at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
The teen session will be held at 6 p.m.
For more information about registering for these events,
visit oakcreeklibrary.com or call (414) 766-7900.
Coloring for Grown-Ups: Technology Training Lab Mondays
June 12-august 14 • 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Find out what the “adult coloring book” craze is all while having
fun experiencing the soothing, creative experience for yourself.
The Library will provide colored pencils, crayons and coloring
sheets, while YOu provide the artistic vision.
Monday Movie Matinees: Multi-Purpose room
Movies begin at 1 p.m.
Did you miss the latest blockbuster in the theater? Stop by the
Civic Center Multi-Purpose room on Mondays at 1:30 p.m. and
enjoy recently released DVDs on our big screen. Don’t forget
your popcorn! For the summer, all movies will have a rating of
PG-13 or lower, but adult supervision is still recommended.
For more detail about each week’s movie, visit the Library
website at oakcreeklibrary.org.
adult Volunteer fair: Tuesday, august 15 • 12-8 p.m.
Meet with local organizations and learn about volunteer and
membership opportunities they have for adults in our community.
Light refreshments will be provided. No registration necessary.
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CITY Of Oak CrEEk: BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Photos by Saturn Lounge Photography

Drs. Brett and Brad Osgood are co-owners
of Brentwood Animal Hospital.

Business Spotlight:
Brentwood Animal Hospital

KEEPING OAK CREEK
PETS HEALTHY FOR
MORE THAN
50 YEARS

I

n today’s world, pets play such an
important role in their owners’ lives
that they are typically considered vital
members of the family. As such, their
owners want only the best for their health
and care. Fortunately for pet owners in Oak Creek, nearby
Brentwood Animal Hospital rises to the occasion with a
passion for veterinary medicine and preventive care and a
philosophy that makes pets and their owners a top priority.
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Brentwood’s ongoing commitment to service excellence since
1967 explains why the business has grown by leaps and bounds since
its humble beginnings 50 years ago. It all started when Dr. Norman
Osgood purchased a property in Oak Creek that included a residence,
two buildings capable of housing 20 dogs each, and adjacent land.
Dr. Osgood then converted the garage into a two-room clinic and
began practicing veterinary medicine. By 1971 he had outgrown the
space, so he broke ground and constructed a new clinic on the adjacent
lot on Ryan Road, hired an associate veterinarian and a receptionist, and
officially incorporated Brentwood Animal Hospital. The practice is still
thriving today and is being run by Dr. Osgood’s twin sons, Brad and
Brett Osgood.
From an early age, brothers Brad and Brett developed a passion for
the veterinary business. They both were born and raised in Oak Creek
and wanted to follow in their father’s footsteps. So in 2007, after
receiving their degrees in veterinary medicine from the university of
Wisconsin-Madison, they bought the business from their dad to assure
that his legacy and traditions of excellence would live on. It’s interesting
to note that Brentwood Animal Hospital still operates out of the same
original building today, but it now includes a new boarding facility built
within the clinic itself. And, in 2015, Brentwood expanded into
Franklin, purchasing another existing practice and boarding facility,
now known as Brentwood Animal Campus. Currently between both
locations, the business employs seven doctors and a staff of more
than 50.
At Brentwood Animal Hospital, unparalleled care starts the minute
you walk through the door. It is obvious that Brentwood’s staff members
love their jobs and truly love animals. Patients are greeted by ﬁrst
names and care begins immediately. Staff takes an interest in each
pet’s health and offers compassion and support during illnesses and
treatments, as well as when the animal is at the end of its journey.
According to Dr. Brad, “We believe people should choose our
practice because we are a family-run business built on putting
animals and clients ﬁrst. As a full-service animal hospital, we offer

Brentwood Animal Hospital Manager Angie Conatty
and resident cat Moto.

preventive medicine, surgery, boarding and grooming (and daycare at
our Franklin location) – all provided by the best staff in the business!”
Dr. Brett agrees that Brentwood staff is top-notch. “Our strength
is based on experience and devotion to the profession,” he shares.
“We appreciate our clients’ trust and enjoy developing long-term
relationships with them and our patients. We promote preventive
care so that our patients can enjoy a long lifetime of good health,”
he adds.
He recalls several interesting cases that were unique to the clinic,
including Peyton, a black lab mix who survived cancer ﬁve times and
still had the energy of a puppy. And then there was Oslo, a golden

retriever who lived with blastomycosis (a severe fungal infection)
for more than 3 years. Lastly, the staff fondly remembers Lollipop,
a rabbit who survived a cancerous uterine tumor after Dr. Brad
performed surgery.”
But Drs. Brad and Brett both ﬁnd their interaction with clients
to be the most rewarding part of their profession. They also feel
that it’s been a privilege and pleasure to have grown up in Oak
Creek and then to have become owners of their longstanding
business.
Dr. Brett says, “It’s such an honor to be part of this Oak
Creek institution – one that’s been growing and thriving with the
community for 50 years. Although Dr. Norm passed away in
February 2017, the brothers say, “We are always mindful that
everything we do today started with our dad more than 50 years
ago. This is a city of animal lovers – and we are extremely proud
to be part of Dr. Norm’s legacy.”
Brentwood animal Hospital • 318 W. ryan rd. • Oak Creek
(414) 762-7173 • brentwoodanimalhospitalwi.com

FRIDAYS ONLY 3-9 P.M.

1
off
Friday Fish Fry
$

Drive-Thru Only

FINAL APPROACH • 414-744-7060
With this coupon only. Not valid with other discounts,
specials or on holidays. Offer expires July 31, 2017.

Lunch or Dinner

FREE

Buy 1 lunch or dinner and 2
beverages and get 2nd lunch
or dinner of equal or lesser
value free. Max. value $8.

FINAL APPROACH • 414-744-7060
With this coupon only. Not valid with other discounts or
specials or on Fridays or holidays. Offer expires July 31, 2017.

4959 S. Howell Ave.
414-744-7060
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
finalapproachmilwaukee.com
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Georgie Porgie’s co-owner Peter Liapis
(second from left) and staff.

GEORGIE PORGIE’S CELEBRATES 25 YEARS

Popular Oak Creek Restaurant Expands with
Additional Seating and Craft Beers
Georgie Porgie’s Treefort restaurant,
on Ryan Road and Howell Avenue, has
been an iconic landmark in the City for
more than 25 years. Founded in 1991
by George Liapis, his namesake
restaurant has been a popular stop for
kids and families who have enjoyed
the unique atmosphere and decor for
Georgie Porgie’s founder
more than 25 years, not to mention
George Liapis.
the great burgers and sundaes. A
desire to increase seating and add
on a concept meant to provide a more of a “grown-up” experience
has resulted in the creation of “George’s Garage” next door.
The expanded location will double the seating of the original
restaurant, and will be more of an adult experience, while serving
craft beer. The concept of a garage seemed like a natural ﬁt,
especially given Georgie’s weekly classic car shows that take place
Memorial Day weekend through mid-September.
“George’s Garage is a place to come relax, enjoy delicious food
and a cold one in a more grown-up space,” says Peter Liapis, who
co-owns the restaurant with his brother Lou. “We know car
enthusiasts will love the space and kids will think its cool! My brother
Lou and I are thrilled to pull off a space that honors our dad’s legacy,
while honoring the desire for our customers in Oak Creek to have
more seating,”he explains.
Georgie Porgie’s is dedicated to continuously enhancing its
restaurants, located in both Oak Creek and Mt. Pleasant, Wis., to
make them the best they can be for families to enjoy. The business is
also actively involved in its local communities through both fundraising
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events and charitable
donations, including
more than $100,000
raised/donated since its
founding.
George’s Garage is
scheduled to open on
May 25. Stop by soon
and enjoy their delicious
mouth-watering burgers,
delicious gyros and award-winning custard
(and don’t forget the ﬂavor of the day)!

C I T Y

Honor Guard Training
The Oak Creek Police Department recently
hosted a Basic Honor Guard training with
instruction from members of the Washington,
D.C. Metropolitan Police Department
Ceremonial Honor Guard. Forty-ﬁve officers
from 19 different agencies throughout the
state received training on honor guard
functions relevant to Category I (Line-ofDuty-Death) and Category II (retiree/active
off-duty) funerals.
Officers were taught basic principles of
drill and ceremony marching, facing movements,
saluting and parade marching. In addition,
they received instruction on riﬂes, the
presentation, posting and retrieval of colors,
as well as casket watch, casket team and ﬂag
folding. The Oak Creek Police Department
has been hosting this unique and important
training since 2006.

H I G H L I G H T S
Oak Creek Civic Center. Purchase tickets
at ocplhogwarts.eventbrite.com. Early bird
tickets are $25 per person through July 1.
After that, they increase to $30 per person.
There are a limited quantity available, so
don’t delay. Tickets are non-refundable and
all proceeds beneﬁt the Oak Creek Public
Library.
You must be 21 or over to attend this
event, and a photo I.D. must be shown at
the door. You will have a “riddikulusly” good
time seeing fellow Hogwarts alum. All
Houses welcome – dress robes optional!

Oak Creek Neighborhood
Walking Map
It can be difficult to ﬁnd a route when starting
a new walking routine, but summer is the
perfect time to get moving. The Oak Creek
Health Department created a map to help
people recognize the potential of using their
neighborhood streets, paths and sidewalks as
free resources for improving their ﬁtness.
The map takes the guesswork out, and
offers 10 short and long routes that will
meet most people’s ﬁtness level. The routes
are on either sidewalks or paved paths, some
of which take you through our beautiful City
parks. Many of these paths can be combined
to walk longer distances. Look for a path in
your neighborhood or choose a path in a
new area and explore your City.
You can pick up a map in the Health
Department or Library. Want to walk now?
Access the map on the City’s website.

IkEa Way Extension Project

Save the date for
Hogwarts’ reunion
Wands at the ready – it’s a Hogwarts’ reunion!
Down some Felix Felicis and join us for
trivia, costume contests and all the tasty
treats of the Great Hall.
The Oak Creek Public Library will be
hosting its second annual Hogwarts Reunion
on Saturday, July 29, from 8- 11 p.m. at the

The City is currently extending IKEA Way
(formerly known as South 20th Street)
to the north. The road’s initial phase,
constructed in 2016, terminated near the
new Ridgeview Elementary School’s
northern driveway. This new project extends
that road another one-third of a mile to the
north. Scheduled for completion by midsummer, the road’s initial primary function
will be to serve the future IKEA store that
is set to break ground yet this season.
IKEA Way will be a boulevard-type
roadway with landscaped medians, one travel
lane in each direction, on-street bike lanes,
and sidewalk along its east side. The project

also includes extensive improvements to the
Drexel Avenue/IKEA Way intersection,
including new traffic signals and expanded
turn lanes. This new road segment will have
the IKEA development along its east side
and Milwaukee County’s Falk Park along its
west. Milwaukee County Transit System is
planning for bus service on IKEA Way.
A future ﬁnal phase of the road, for which
the timeline has not yet been established,
will take it westward to complete the loop,
adding an east approach to the intersection
of 27th Street/Northwestern Mutual Way.
ultimately, the road will be the backbone
supporting more than 100 acres of
developable land in the area northeast of
27th and Drexel, while also providing new
access to Falk Park.

12 Months of Preparedness
12 Months of Preparedness is a communitywide initiative to prepare Oak Creek
residents for an emergency by encouraging
people to build an emergency preparedness
kit. Each month local stores* will feature
emergency preparedness items such as
bottled water, canned food, personal hygiene
items, etc. Featured item cards will be
placed next to the “item for the month” in
the store aisle so you can easily ﬁnd items to
add to your emergency kit. After one year,
you will have built an emergency kit to
protect you and your family. To ﬁnd out
more information about this program visit
the Health Department’s website or call
(414) 766-7950.
* Participating stores include Pick ’n Save
(all three Oak Creek locations), Woodman’s
Market, Walgreens, Piggly Wiggly and Blain’s
Farm & Fleet.
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CITY Of Oak CrEEk: 4th Of JULY CELEBraTION

CITY PREPARES FOR
ANOTHER SuPER 4th
OF JuLY CELEBRATION

J

oin us on Tuesday, July 4, for the annual City
of Oak Creek 4th of July festivities. The day
will kick off with a parade starting at 9 a.m. at
the corner of Groveland Drive and Verdev
Drive. The parade will wind its way through the
City and end at the American Legion Post (see the
parade route map to the right). Bring the whole family for games,
face painting and good food! Fireworks begin at dusk on the East
Middle School grounds.
Please note: Due to the construction, the parade will assemble on
Groveland Dr. between Burrell St. and Verdev Dr.

SCHEdULE Of EVENTS
• 8 a.m. Assemble for the parade at Burrell St. and Verdev Dr.
• 9 a.m. Parade starts at Groveland Dr.
• 11 a.m. Free ice cream available after the parade at the upper
Legion grounds
• 11:30 a.m. Pay It Forward To Our Veterans by OCHS Band
at upper Legion Ground
• 12 noon events and food at American Legion Post 434
(9327 S. Shepard Ave.) including:
– Kids’ games
– Face painting
– Food and beverages for sale
– Musical entertainment sponsored by the American Legion Post
• Fireworks at dusk at East Middle School, 9330 S. Shepard Ave.
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Photo by MasterLock Company

MasterLock officially opened
its new world headquarters
location at 6744 S. Howell
Ave. with an “unlocking”
ceremony led by MasterLock
President Mike Bauer.

WELCOME NEW OAK CREEK BuSINESSES!
We’d like to extend a warm welcome to the following new Oak Creek businesses.

PLEASE STOP IN AND SHOP LOCAL!
Board & Brush

MOdE

Valentine Café

8880 S. Howell Ave., Suite 860
(262) 599-3398
boardandbrush.com

7965 S. Main St.
(414) 762-6989
modeyourway.com

7971 S. 6th St.
(414) 405-2280
valentinecoffeeco.com

krickette’s

Potbelly Sandwich Shop

finance of america Mortgage

9549 S. Chicago Rd.
(414) 301-4578
krickettes.com

160 W. Town Square Way
(414) 563-5064
potbelly.com

330 W. Drexel Ave., Suite 1
(414) 397-2139
ﬁnanceofamerica.com

MasterLock (new location)

Three Cellars

6744 S. Howell Ave.
(800) 464-2088
masterlock.com

7228 S. 27th St.
(414) 235-3336
threecellars.com

Valentine Café (left) and MOdE (above) have recently
opened in Drexel Town Square.
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WELCOMING SUMMEr IN Oak CrEEk . . .
It’s finally here! Everyone’s favorite season – SUMMER! And
with it comes a fantastic sampling of special events and activities
to keep our residents and guests active and engaged. See what else
has been going on in our City right here, and visit the community
calendar on page 47 for information on upcoming happenings
you won’t want to miss!

1

1

celebrated the completion of a 3,300 sq. ft. addition with a ribboncutting ceremony. This completed project expands PPG’s ability to produce
coatings for food cans, creating new jobs and supporting the local economy.
3. MasterLock employees gather in front of their new world headquarters
on South Howell Avenue in Oak Creek. 4. Valentine Coffee opened its
newest retail location in Drexel Town Square with a ribbon-cutting ceremony
in May. 5 and 6. Oak Creek’s annual 4th of July festivities are part of
the City’s most popular summer events. The day’s activities include a
parade (shown in #5 is participation from MATC), children’s games (#6),
ﬁreworks and more! Read more and see a map of the parade route on
page 42.

2

Photo by MasterLock Company

1. City officials recently attended a ribbon-cutting to open one of Oak
Creek’s newest restaurants, Margarita City. 2. Oak Creek’s PPG Plant

5

3

5

4
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7. Oak Creek-Franklin Elementary Schools teamed up this spring for their
Big Bowl Food Drive to support local food pantries (see page 10). 8. The
Oak Creek-Franklin Joint School District offers a variety of summer camps
and clinics to improve your skills and stay active all season. Read more on
pages 18-19 and sign up for your favorites right away!

7

8

YOUR QUICKEST HEATING
AND COOLING RESCUE!
Choose E & R for all your heating and cooling needs!
We oﬀer installation and service on all makes and
models of furnaces, air conditioners and hot water
heaters. PLUS, we provide the fastest service in
town. Your satisfaction is our number 1 priority,
demonstrated by our A+ rating with the Better
Business Bureau.

SAVE $25

on a service call

OR

SAVE $200 on a furnace

or air conditioner installation
With this coupon now thru July 31, 2017

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL 414-202-5001 TODAY.
Aﬀordable HVAC solutions, backed by dependable service.
(414) 202-5001 • EandRheatingandcooling.com
PROUD TO BE AN OAK CREEK-BASED BUSINESS!
SuMMER 2017 OAK CREEK CURRENT 45

From Registered Nurse to Preeminent Trial Lawyer

Providing excellence in personal injury law

• Personal injuries • Car accidents
• Nursing home negligence
• Slips and falls • Wrongful death
If you’ve been hurt, you don’t want
to lose more than you already have.

CALL FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

(414) 856-2310
Oak Creek Personal Injury Lawyers
7280 S. 13th St. • Suite 102 • Oak Creek, Wisconsin
(414) 856-2310 • martin-law-oﬃce.com
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C O M M u N I T Y

C A L E N D A R

daTES arE SUBJECT TO CHaNGE. PLEaSE CaLL aHEad TO CONfIrM EVENT dETaILS.

MaY 2017
• Sat., May 27: art in the Park, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Henry Miller Park.
• Mon., May 29: City Offices and Library Closed for Memorial
day Holiday.

JUNE
• Thur., June 1: Lions Club Blood drive Oak Creek Community
Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. Visit occenter.com for details.
• Sat., June 3: Outdoor rummage Sale Oak Creek Community
Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. Visit occenter.com for details.
• Sun., June 4: knight Construction Open House 1-4 p.m.,
2245 E. Ash Court, Oak Creek.
• Mon., June 5: knight Construction Open House 3-6 p.m.,
2245 E. Ash Court in Oak Creek.
• fri., June 9: Last day of School
• Sat., June 10: Class of 2017 Graduation Miller Park Stadium
(tickets required).
• Sat., June 17: Outdoor rummage Sale Oak Creek Community
Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. Visit occenter.com for details.
• Sat., June 17: drexel Town Square Summer Soulstice festival
6-11 p.m. Enjoy the music of Rhythm Method and the delicious
offerings of more than 10 food trucks in Oak Creek’s Town Square
for an evening sure to be good for your soul! See page 29 and visit
oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for complete details.
• Sun., June 18: father’s day Brunch Oak Creek Community
Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. Visit occenter.com for details.
• Wed., June 21: food Truck festival 4-9 p.m. in Drexel Town
Square. Visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for details.
• Wed., June 28: free Concert Series featuring Chasin’ Mason,
7 p.m., Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave.
Food and beverages available for purchase. Bring a lawn chair or
blanket (see page 11). Event will take place rain or shine.

JULY
• Mon., July 3: Branch Pickup Begins. Please visit oakcreekwi.org
for more details.
• Tue., July 4: City Offices and Library Closed for July 4th
Holiday
• Tue., July 4: fourth of July Celebration 9 a.m.-Dark. A parade,
games, food, drinks, ﬁreworks at dusk and much more. Visit
oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for schedule and location.
• Sat., July 8: Outdoor rummage Sale Oak Creek Community
Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. Visit occenter.com for details.
• Wed., July 12: free Concert Series featuring Street Life with
Warren Wiegratz, 7 p.m., Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S.
Howell Ave. Food and beverages available for purchase. Bring a lawn
chair or blanket (see page 11). Event will take place rain or shine.
• Sat., July 15: dog day at drexel Drexel Town Square. A
splashing good time with Pier Pups canine dock jumping,

pet-related vendors and more. Bring the family – and your pup –
for a day of summer fun!
• Sat., July 22: Outdoor rummage Sale Oak Creek Community
Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. Visit occenter.com for details.
• Wed., July 26: free Concert Series featuring Daryl Stuermer,
7 p.m., Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave.
Food and beverages available for purchase. Bring a lawn chair or
blanket (see page 11). Event will take place rain or shine.
• Sat., July 29: 2nd annual Hogwarts reunion 8-11 p.m.
Help support the Oak Creek Public Library with trivia, costume
contests and the tasty treats of the Great Hall! You must be 21 or
over to attend this event. For more info or to purchase tickets,
visit ocplhogwarts.eventbrite.com (see pg. 41).

aUGUST
• Tues., aug. 1: National Night Out 6-8:30 p.m., American
Legion Grounds, 9327 S. Shepard Avenue. An evening of food,
fun and safety information for the family and the community.
Fireworks to follow.
• Wed., aug. 2: High School registration for 2017-18 School Year
7-11 a.m. and 4-8 p.m. at Oak Creek High School.
• Wed., aug. 2: food Truck festival 4-9 p.m. in Drexel Town
Square. Visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for details.
• Thur., aug. 3: Middle School registration for 2017-18 School
Year 7-11- a.m. and 4-• 8 p.m. at East and West Middle School.
• Tue., aug. 8: Elementary School registration for 2017-18
School Year 11 a.m.-7 p.m. at each Elementary School.
• Wed., aug. 9: free Concert Series featuring Catch A Wave,
7 p.m., Oak Creek Community Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave.
Food and beverages available for purchase. Bring a lawn chair or
blanket (see page 11). Event will take place rain or shine.
• Sat., aug. 12: Outdoor rummage Sale Oak Creek Community
Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. Visit occenter.com for details.
• Mon., aug. 21: 9th Grade Center ribbon Cutting
• Wed., aug. 23: free Concert Series featuring Cold Sweat &
The Brew City Horns, 7 p.m., Oak Creek Community Center,
8580 S. Howell Ave. Food and beverages available for purchase.
Bring a lawn chair or blanket (see page 11). Event will take place
rain or shine.
• Sat., aug. 26: Outdoor rummage Sale Oak Creek Community
Center, 8580 S. Howell Ave. Visit occenter.com for details.
• Wed., aug. 30: food Truck festival 4-9 p.m. in Drexel Town
Square. Visit oakcreekwi.org/communityevents for details.

SEPTEMBEr
• fri.-Mon., Sept. 1-4: Oak Creek Lionsfest American Legion
Grounds, 9327 S. Shepard Avenue. Visit oakcreeklionsfestival.com
for details.
• Tue., Sept. 5: first day of School
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CITY Of Oak CrEEk
8040 S. 6th St.
Oak Creek, WI 53154

Happy Summer!

